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A First-Class Greeting
One spring before I discovered the power of the simple word “no,” I gave in to a fast-talking school principal and agreed to 
lead an eighth-grade class trip to Arizona. Devoting a week to travel and backpacking in the Grand Canyon sounded like a 
great adventure at the time. As a result of this decision, I found myself herding 25 adolescents down the long aisle of an airbus 
one day.

As passengers stowed their luggage and found their seats, the line sputtered and stalled. For a few moments, our group was 
delayed among the first-class travelers. The well-creased business suits of these seated passengers clashed with the jeans and 
gym shorts of our students, who were stuck in queue. I prayed fervently the line would move—quickly, mercifully.

Directly in front of me stood a lanky kid who was boarding his first flight. All arms and legs, he marveled at the scene before 
him. He paid close attention to the men and women sitting in their wide leather seats, sipping their Bloody Marys, and 
getting comfortable in their surroundings. Then, with the exuberance only a 14-year-old boy can muster, he shattered the 
polite silence and yelled out happily, “Hello, rich people!”

I couldn’t decide whether to tackle him or pretend not to know him. I was still playing out potential scenarios in my head 
when the residents of first-class burst out laughing. Relief mixed with embarrassment washed over me.

Hello, Rich People!
It might surprise you to discover that God views you from a similar perspective. With disarming exuberance, He shatters 
your first-class comfort with the greeting, “Hello, rich people!”

It may be true that you’ve never been bumped up into the really good seats nor had the luxury of purchasing a first-class 
ticket. Yet from God’s point of view, you are traveling well! The risen Jesus framed this apparent contradiction for a group 
of His followers: “I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich!” (See Revelation 2:9.) 

Huh? Poor, yet rich? Having nothing, yet possessing everything? How can this be?
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As we all know, sharing our faith is a challenge. 

Considering the message we possess, however, one 

wouldn’t think it would be. After all, we have the 

truth that can change everything for everyone: God 

sent His Son to die for our sins and by believing in 

Him as Savior we have eternal life in His Name. At 

face value, telling others about this doesn’t seem 

too complicated.

But evidently it is. The excuses we give for not 

sharing the Good News are legion. As Christians 

redeemed by the blood of Christ, we have a 

message that liberates the individual—no matter 

where he or she finds themselves in life. And if 

that’s the case, how can we be so hesitant—so 

negligent—not to pass it along?

According to author Peter Mueller, what may be 

lacking is “an authentic love for Jesus that plays 

itself out in everyday decision-making.” In other 

words, our faith-response to God’s love should 

make us available to others, as we stretch beyond 

our comfort zones and seek people where they are—

in the middle of lives that need to hear that Jesus 

has come to set the captive free. 
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“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, 
so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be 
wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone” (Colossians 4:2-6).
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Just think for a moment about your favorite books and movies. It’s like the stories that endure and prove the most compelling 
to you are loaded with tension, emotion, conflict and surprise. Is it any wonder, therefore, that the greatest story ever told 
would startle human sensibilities and confound assumptions?

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you 
through His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).

In Scripture’s riches-to-rags story, the King becomes a pauper. The Emperor takes up residence on the street. Yet we are 
missing a motive: why would Jesus trade in His certificate of infinite glory for a greasy book of food stamps? In the explanation to 
the Second Article of the Apostle’s Creed, Martin Luther fills in a few of the details with these rich words of faith, as found 
in Luther’s Small Catechism: 

“I believe that Jesus Christ … has redeemed me, a lost and condemned human being. He has purchased and freed me from 
all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with His holy, precious blood and with His 
innocent suffering and death. He has done all this in order that I may belong to Him, live under Him in His Kingdom, and 
serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and blessedness ….” 

Pause and ponder the riches of God’s grace that are yours in Jesus! And what was it about you that merited such consideration? 
Surely, God noticed some grand potential in you that moved Him to make such a sacrifice? In case it’s not clear to you yet, 
consider this:

“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 
because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on 
us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having 
the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:4-7).

Friends, you are showered with the incomparable riches of God’s grace through no merit of your own. You are enjoying 
God’s abundance through no goodness of your own. And you are receiving a Kingdom that cannot be shaken through no 
effort of your own!

Glory to God! Amen. Hallelujah! Pass the peace, pass the donuts. See you next Sunday in church.

That’s It?
Really? Is that it? Having been rescued from the empty way of life handed down to us (see 1 Peter 1:18), we are now content 
to go on our way? No action? No response? No apparent gratitude? All week long we’re going to act as though our lives 
haven’t been changed? We’re going to pretend that the winning lottery ticket belongs to someone else?

The good doctor Luke records a scene where ten leprous men met Jesus on the road. From a distance they cried out, “Jesus, 
Master, have pity on us!” Jesus, responding to their request, shouted back toward them, “Go show yourselves to the priests.” 
In an understated miracle, Luke jots down the simple sentence, “And as they went, they were cleansed.” (See Luke 17:11-14.)

We are missing a great deal indeed, if we skip over what happens next in the story: 

“One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and 
thanked Him—and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, ‘Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Has no one 
returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?’ Then He said to him, ‘Rise and go; your faith has made you well’” 
(Luke 17:15-18).

Heartfelt gratitude has legs. It turns around and goes back. It throws itself in worship at the feet of Jesus. It exclaims its 
appreciation through action. It doesn’t just return to the temple.
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Who’s really in First Class?
Consider for a moment those who are sipping their Bloody Marys. Up there in their leather-seated luxury, they’re in first 
class. If they’re the rich ones, then it’s fairly convenient to apply words of Scripture to them, isn’t it? Let’s be honest. Don’t 
you picture someone wealthier than you when it comes time to apply the following words?

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, 
but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be 
rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share” (1 Timothy 6:17-18).

And again we say, Amen! Those people should be willing to share! They’ve got the fattest bank accounts; it’s a crime for them 
to hoard their wealth. They’re the ones in the most advantageous position to make a dramatic difference with what they’ve 
been given. If only ….

If only … What?
If only they were more grateful? If only they cared more about others? If only they were more focused on Christ? If only … 
what?

Hmmm. Let’s turn around a few of these if onlys and see if they might have other targets.

How might the thrust of this passage change, if we stopped thinking about material possessions and started considering 
instead the riches of God’s grace? Now, who is sitting in first class? Isn’t it us who are resting in leather-seated luxury, 
enjoying the inexhaustible goodness of the Gospel? Isn’t it us who are being pampered with forgiveness, love and mercy—
eternal gifts of God that others can only dream of possessing?

Oh, but the Scriptures say that others can possess these gifts. They, like you, can know God’s riches. They, too, have been 
offered the free gift that Jesus offers. But who will let them know that their award simply needs to be claimed?

We must remember those of us seated in first class are there only by invitation and intervention. We were bumped up into 
eternal luxury because of a bloody cross upon which Jesus stretched Himself. We now have the unbelievable opportunity to 
tell others that first-class seating is open seating! The apostle Paul proclaims:

“How, then, can they call on the One they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the One of whom they have 
not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’” (Romans 10:14-15).

Gratitude motivates financial generosity. Gratitude also fuels first-class faith sharing. Were not ten cleansed? Where are the 
other nine?

Nine to One
Let’s imagine that heart-felt gratitude toward Jesus is causing you to change direction. Formerly one of the nine, you are 
now ready to follow the lead of the one. You are motivated by the generosity of the Savior to share your experience. But 
what’s next? How now? There seem to be significant obstacles to sharing one’s faith in today’s culture.

Like athletes reluctant to look at the scoreboard during a losing ballgame, many Christians currently in the game (see 
Hebrews 12:1) have become discouraged by the way the game seems to be going. Their friends, neighbors and colleagues 
display polite disinterest, at best, when it comes to “church things.” Inviting others to consider the exclusive claims of Jesus 
is likely to shut down an otherwise decent conversation. The number of Americans who feel comfortable saying they are 
“non-religious” or even “nothing” when it comes to faith alignment is rapidly increasing.
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According to Pew Research, the religiously unaffiliated—also called “nones”—are people who answer surveys saying they 
are “atheists,” “agnostics,” or “nothing in particular.” The report shows the U.S. population includes 13 million people who 
identify as atheists or agnostics and 33 million who identify with no particular religion.

Not only does the contest seem to be going poorly but, beyond that, the rules of the game have apparently changed. Being 
a Christian is no longer considered an attractive or even respectable attribute. How Americans view Christianity in general 
was revealed through the findings presented by David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons in their 2012 book, unChristian: What A 
New Generation Really Thinks About Christianity … and Why It Matters. The perceptions of Christianity among “Outsiders” 
ages 16-29, are especially startling. The data-crunchers posed the question: What comes to mind when you think of 
Christianity? The top four responses reported were these: anti-homosexual (91 percent), judgmental (87 percent), hypocritical 
(85 percent), and sheltered (78 percent), which was defined by the researchers as meaning “old-fashioned, out of touch with 
reality.”

Ouch! What this means, church, is that the essential element which is lacking in order to connect with this generation is not 
a more contemporary worship space or a more effective evangelism program. A hip, young pastor and an up-to-date menu 
of church programs will not motivate these young Outsiders to come flooding into our church buildings. The indispensable 
factor—now, as always—is an authentic love for Jesus that plays itself out in everyday decision-making. Outsiders are 
watching carefully to see how Christians deal with current social issues … and how they treat the poor … and how they 
spend their money (personally and corporately). Could it be these considerations are now, in reality, a large part of any 
church’s “evangelism program”?

More than a few generations ago, Jesus challenged a self-righteous insider to shift the focus off himself and his own self-
improvement process. Jesus called upon him to love:

“When Jesus heard this, He said to him, ‘You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow Me’” (Luke 18:22).

Today, more than ever, our most effective evangelism program is a compelling lifestyle of following Jesus. This century, more 
than at any other point in recent history, our strategy must echo that of the first-century Christians:

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. … Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most 
of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer 
everyone” (Colossians 4:2, 5-6). 

 

They Won’t Come here, so Let’s Be There 

The millennials, at 80 million strong, are the largest age grouping in American history. This generation comprises roughly 
those born between 1980 and the year 2000. Columnist Joel Stein in a Time Magazine article from May 2013 provides a 
broad overview: “They’re not into church, even though they believe in God. Because they don’t identify with big institutions, 
one-third of adults under 30, the highest percentage ever, are religiously unaffiliated.” 

I’m not an alarmist. I don’t believe the sky is dropping in big, blue chunks all around us. In my experience, alarmists don’t 
make much progress. Activists do. If the generations who are coming after us won’t be coming to church, then the church 
must go to them. Our willingness and our effectiveness in first-class faith sharing carry more urgency today than they have at 
any time in the past.

The good news? The great news is we get to attend more parties! By canceling a few church events, we can make ourselves 
available for a few more community events. And as Christians adopt more of a celebration stance, they begin to look more 
like Jesus to the world:
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“Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with 
them. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law who belonged to their sect complained to His disciples, ‘Why do you 
eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?’ Jesus answered them, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance’” (Luke 5:29-32).

Will every one of your friends at church understand what you are up to when you begin to adopt a Levi-centric lifestyle? 
Will they be sympathetic when you kindly decline their offer to attend a Christian carnival because you’re having your 
de-churched friends over for dinner? Will they praise God when you skip the midweek Bible hour to hoist a beer with 
an Outsider? The answer is perhaps not. Jesus, when criticized for scheduling too many soirees on His monthly calendar, 
responded this way:

“The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by all her children” (Luke 7:34-35).

Before moving on, let’s address an unspoken objection. For some people, the very act of placing the words “Christian” 
and “party” in the same sentence will be unnerving. Is it right to embrace those social contexts where sin may be lurking 
around the corner?

I cannot answer this question for you. Certainly, it would not be right for you to sin against your conscience (see 1 
Corinthians 10:23-33). But search the Scriptures as you pray for the Spirit’s guidance and consider the following:

•	 Did Jesus ever give in to the twin temptations of drunkenness and gluttony?

•	 Did Jesus ever dim His light or lose His distinctive saltiness (see Matthew 5:13-16)?

By no means! Jesus, Friend of sinners, lovingly shared space with people in a variety of unsavory settings. Yet in all His 
eating and drinking, Jesus never missed the mark (see Hebrews 4:15) or strayed from His Father’s path (see John 17:4). It 
was the muttering of the Pharisees that provided the opportunity for Jesus to clarify His motivation and His methods:

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law 
muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ Then Jesus told them this parable: ‘Suppose one of you has a 
hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until 
he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors 
together and says, “Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.” I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent” (Luke 15:1-7).

It is important to observe that in this parable, the shepherd never ceases to care for his herd of happily munching sheep. He 
leaves the 99 at pasture to go after the one at risk. But in finding the one, he reunites it with the larger flock back home. In 
a world of both lost and saved, we rarely find ourselves in a scenario of either/or. Rather, we have the wonderful opportunity 
of both/and.

In the both/and ebb and flow of worship and world, the church gathers. The church scatters. The church serves. This is the 
church.

STRETCH BREAK:
Put this booklet down and reflect on these ideas for a moment:

1. Reach out to a friend who is an Outsider to the Christian faith. Arrange to meet for lunch or coffee, or go on a walk 
together. Let the goal of your time together be to listen. Really get to know him or her by asking good questions.
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2. Create space in your calendar to spend time with friends or colleagues who are disconnected from the church. Delay any 
impulse you might have to invite them to church. Instead, for now, work on being the church to them.

3. Plan a party or a dinner and invite some “sinners”! Treat them the way you think Jesus would treat them. Reflect on how 
you have experienced God’s grace, as you prepare to extend God’s grace.

4. If you look around and discover all your friends are Christians, then do one thing differently to start meeting new people. 
Do something you love with people you don’t know. Join a cycling club or a soccer team. Sign up for a bowling league. Offer to 
teach golf or piano lessons. Break out of the Christian bubble by pursuing a hobby that meets in a community center or 
public park instead of a church. Be intentional about forming relationships!

Not My Problem
The dog’s owner was about ten years old. Plaid shorts, round face, Harry Potter glasses. He saw me walking up the sidewalk 
and began tugging urgently on the leash in his hand. The creature at the other end of the strap was squatting low over a 
lawn that had been doted on all summer long by one of my neighbors. The dog, oblivious to the social awkwardness of the 
situation, was beyond compliance mode. As I approached, the boy nervously put me into his peripheral vision and focused his 
energy on persuading the dog to abort his mission. The muscular dog was unmoved and unmoving. Aware that I was now 
within earshot, the boy deftly shifted blame from himself to his pet. Looking squarely at the dog, he exclaimed, “I told you to 
do that before!”

I give the kid an “A” for effort. Yet despite his Oscar-worthy performance, his blame-dump was simply not believable. The 
boy was unsuccessful in distancing himself from the deeds of his dog. The two were, in fact, connected by the bond of 
ownership and the reality of a leather leash.

The application of the above scenario to the topic of sharing our faith may not be immediately obvious. So let me ask you: 
Who bears responsibility for the fact that the number of “nones” (those professing no religious affiliation) is growing so 
rapidly? As much as first-class Christians might be tempted to declare the problem lies with those who “aren’t listening,” 
could it be that part of the responsibility rests with us? Could it be that we are too quick to shake our heads and shake the 
dust from our feet (see Mark 6:11)? When we encounter apathy toward our message, do we assume the issue is with them? 
Or are we ready to acknowledge there’s somebody standing at the other end of the leash?

In the greater Austin area where I live, a staggering 377 Christian churches recently cooperated in a city-wide campaign 
called “Explore God.” During this campaign, some 20 billboards popped up around the city, most of which featured the 
simple statement: WE ALL HAVE QUESTIONS. Over seven weeks, the seven top spiritual questions being asked on the 
Internet were identified and unblinkingly addressed by area churches representing 13 different denominations. Among the 
questions were these: Why is there pain and suffering? Does life have a purpose? Why is Christianity so narrow?

We all have questions.

This deceptively simple statement is a game-changer. Humility demands we admit we are all on a journey. Honesty declares 
that Christ-followers don’t always have it all together. As much as we study the Scriptures, we will never master the message. We 
will never get God into the box we would so conveniently like to place Him in.

So what would happen if we owned up to the contributing factors on our end of the leash? What if we allowed a little light 
to shine on our personal doubts and disappointments? How might the conversation shift if we stopped boasting about our 
spiritual victories and instead spoke humbly and gratefully about our failures? Don’t forget that the apostle Paul rejoiced 
publicly over a persistent handicap that pushed him to his knees:
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“But He (Jesus) said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast 
all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in 
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10).

If the goal is to change the nature of the conversation regarding Christianity, then how might this process begin with your 
own honest reflection and vulnerability?

Love Does
As you near the end of this faith-sharing booklet, you may wonder why there’s not more practical advice given on how to 
share your faith in today’s world. One might suppose the author to be long on motivation and short on method.

As you have opportunity, go back and reflect upon the contents of these few pages. You will notice there are actually quite a 
few idea starters woven into the writing. Yet, admittedly, the author’s approach has been to invite the reader to participate 
in this life-changing realization: Those who put their faith in Jesus are first-class passengers of God’s grace. Getting 
in touch with this reality changes everything.

An early follower and close friend of Jesus accurately labeled the strong emotions that flow from an authentic relationship 
with the Savior:

“Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with 
an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls” (1 Peter 1:8-9).

Emotions that are this vital to the human experience are powerful motivators. This fact may not lead you to fully comprehend, 
however, why I am so confident that creative tactics of faith-sharing will follow. Perhaps the answer will come into focus 
through the following account:

The day after undergoing Lasik eye surgery, I drove through light traffic to my 8:30 a.m. follow-up appointment. As I idled 
my truck at an intersection, ready to make the final turn into the surgery center, I was caught off guard by an upwelling of 
gratitude. While fixing my eyes on the red glow of the traffic signal, the miracle sank in: for the first time in my adult life, 
I was taking in a sharp image of my surroundings, without the aid of corrective lenses. The clearly defined edges of the 
stoplight began to blur. Thankful tears filled my vision.

Minutes later, when the doctor who performed my surgery walked into the examination room, I was overtaken once more 
by deep emotion. Like digging deep for the title of a favorite, old song, I grasped at potential words to identify what I was 
feeling. Was it gratitude? That was part of it. Was it trust? Sort of, but not exactly. The thing that emerged from my 
thankfulness in that moment can only be described as love.

In the months following my surgery, I became a marketing brochure for Lasik. I told anyone who would listen about the 
wonders of laser eye surgery. I promoted the surgery center where I had received the gift of sight. I showed off my newly 
reclaimed 20/20 vision. I bore testimony to the miracle I had experienced. I was now, in effect, an evangelist.

I wasn’t paid to share the good news of Lasik. I didn’t receive a partial refund or a free pair of shades in return for my 
efforts. I was simply on fire with thankfulness.

I think by now you are connecting the dots. If you’re lit up with love, then the methods and mechanics will follow. You don’t 
need me or anyone else to tell you how to love. You do what’s inside you. And the manner in which you express love will be 
unique to you.

So it is in your love for Jesus. Focus your eyes on Him. And from the outflow of inexpressible joy, unleash an approach that 
fits your style, your language, and your personality. As Oscar Wilde quipped,

“Be yourself. Everyone else is already taken.”



8

Afterword
E. M. Bounds, who wrote nine books over his lifetime on the subject of prayer, made the following observation:

“Our great need is heart-preparation. Luther held it as an axiom: ‘He who has prayed well has studied well.’ We do not say 
that men are not to think and use their intellects; but he will use his intellect best who cultivates his heart most.”

It’s all about the heart.

One excellent method of heart preparation involves the study and memorization of Scripture. Pick out one or two of the 
Bible passages in this booklet and write them out. Put these words in a place where you will see them often. Jot them down 
on small flash cards and tuck them in your pocket. Commit them to memory. And as you linger over these words, expect that 
God will indeed open a door for the Word. Pray. Watch. Pray.

If I were to provide any practical advice beyond what’s been offered, I would tell you this: in your ongoing relationships with 
those still on the outside …

•	 be real;

•	 be present;

•	 be patient;

•	 and, when the time is right to use words, be brief !

Words, without a doubt, will be required of you when you are invited to share your first-class faith. Notice, however, the 
progression from preparation to invitation to presentation in the encouragement given by a night-shift laborer named Peter:

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15).

It is highly likely you know enough about who Jesus is and what He’s done to start telling others about Him. First-class faith 
sharing does not require an advanced theological degree or 12-week training program. It calls for awareness, thoughtfulness 
and respect. It’s about being available. 

Early on in the story recorded in the book of Acts, the people of Jerusalem were astonished at the powerful message coming 
from “unschooled, ordinary men” (see Acts 4:13). What caused their message to resonate with others was the fact they had a 
relationship with Jesus. Not to be discounted or diminished is the fact they had been given the Holy Spirit. Is there anything 
more that you need?

“Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you.’ And with that He breathed on them and 
said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” (John 20:21-22).
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