
A Loving Purpose
What does this mean in terms of 
day-to-day living? Everything! It
means that those of us who put our
eternal destiny into the hands of God
through faith in Jesus Christ, know
that no matter how tangled the
thread of life may seem, the threads
are in the hands of a loving Father;
and in the hands of a loving Father
they are bound to have a loving 
purpose. 

It was this assurance that prompted
these lines written long ago:

The believer in Christ can finally see
true rhyme and reason to life. For a
complete explanation of the painful
side roads and twisted byways of life
we may have to wait until the final flap
of the map has been unfolded—the
flap that brings us ultimately to the
city of God. But at least we know 
there is yet another flap and when 
it is unfolded, it will prove His wisdom
and love. That’s rhyme and reason 
to living for LIFE.
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My life is but a weaving
Between my Lord and me,
I cannot choose the colors
He worketh steadily.
Ofttimes He weaveth sorrow,
And I in foolish pride
Forget He sees the “upper”
And I the “under” side.
Not till the loom is silent
And the shuttles cease to fly,
Shall God unroll the canvas 
And explain the reason why
The dark threads are as needful
In the weaver’s skillful hand
As the threads of gold and silv e r
In the pattern He has planned.
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the grave be determined by what I do
today? Is there really a hell? If so, how can
I escape it? Is there really a heaven? If so,
how can I be assured that I am going there?

Whether living 
in Chicago,
Cleveland, Bombay,
or Shanghai, these
questions have a
way of working
themselves into 
our thinking—
sometimes 
whispering, 
sometimes 
shouting, but
always crying for 
an answer. And
unless we have an
authoritative road
map that is fully
opened—including the flap where the 
roadways of life converge—we will be
unable to come up with an answer that
truly satisfies.

But God has the answer, at least enough 
of the answer to assure us that there is 
a pattern and that the pattern is in His
hand. God wants us to view life not by 
a perspective limited by birth on the one
end and death on the other, but by one
that encompasses you, God, and me … 
in eternity.

The Plan 
Charted for You

Before the world began, God 
determined to send His Son to redeem
you so you could live with Him after
the world itself had ended. You were
the object of His concern long before
He put the sun, the moon, and the
stars in their places. And He wants to
keep you the object of His concern
long after the sun, the moon, and 
the stars are gone forever.

The Bible tells us that God has created
us for eternal fellowship with Him:
“This grace was given us in Christ Jesus
before the beginning of time, but it 
has now been revealed through the
appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus,
who has destroyed death and has
brought life and immortality to light
through the Gospel” (2 Timothy 1:9-10).
And in another place the Bible speaks
of “the hope of eternal life, which God,
who does not lie, promised before the
beginning of time” (Titus 1:2).

That’s the first point you need to pin
down if you ever want to get rhyme
and reason out of life. God thought of
you before He rolled the sun into its
present course. Before He studded the
summer sky with myriads of stars, He
plotted a course by which He would
bring you into eternal fellowship with
Him. He decided to save your soul
through the miracle of the cross, the
sacrificial death of His own beloved Son.

And the second point is this: The plan
God has charted for your life is not

going to end in a cemetery. Just as
that plan had its origin in an eternity
that lies behind us, so it will have its
complete fulfillment in an eternity
that lies before us. We’ll never begin
to understand His ways until we 
realize there’s a flap of the map that
has not yet been unfolded, and we’ll
never fully understand His ways until
He Himself unfolds that final page.

Seeing God loving us in eternity past,
seeing Christ redeeming us in eternity
present, and seeing God welcoming
us into blissful fellowship with Him
throughout eternity future, places
the jigsaw pieces of life into a pattern
that has rhyme and reason, meaning
and purpose: “I consider that our
present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will 
be revealed in us. The creation waits
in eager expectation for the sons of
God to be revealed. For the creation
was subjected to frustration, not by
its own choice, but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope
that the creation itself will be liberated
from its bondage to decay and
brought into the glorious freedom of
the children of God” (Romans 8:18-21).

the roadways of life
Think back to a time you found yourself
completely confused by a road map, only 
to discover there was a flap yet to be
unfolded. Once unfolded, the tangled and
twisted roadways finally converged and
your direction became clear.

The same can be said for life. Anyone 
trying to get rhyme and reason out of
human existence, yet confining his or her 
perspective to the few short years between
birth and death, is bound to come up with
little rhyme and far less reason. It’s like a
map that hasn’t been completely unfolded
with too many of the crisscrossed highways
ending up nowhere. 

If ever there was a time when life seemed
to make little sense, that time is now. For
every question answered, another is raised
for which there appears to be no answer. 
A person is born and grows, gets sick and
gets well. He eats, sleeps, and works. He
works, sleeps, and eats. This process is
repeated until, mysteriously, the roadway
of life bleeds off the margin of the only
map he knows. 

Meanwhile he does his best to avoid 
certain questions, but they intrude into his 
consciousness anyway. Is there a God? If
there is, what kind of God is He? How do I,
insignificant, fit into His plans? What is my
personal relationship to Him—and His to
me? If there is a God, why does He permit
so much tragedy to crowd into my life? 

And what about life after death? What 
is to become of me, my spouse, and my 
children? Will my destiny in any life beyond

God wants us 
to view life not
by a perspective 
limited by birth
on the one end

and death on the
other, but by one
that encompasses

you, God, and 
me … in eternity.

God thought of you before He
rolled the sun into its present
course. Before He studded the

summer sky with myriads of
stars, He plotted a course by

which He would bring you into
eternal fellowship with Him.
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