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September 2018
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ!

For those interested in
attending, there are registration forms available in the
church office.

They’re sending me aw-a-y! Actually, you’re sending me aw-a-y! Which, of course, begs the
question, to where, what, when and why?
Let me give you some back story. This past summer some of the LWMLers from our
congregations went to the MN North District LWML convention and while they were there, they heard
a presentation on a program called Doxology. Excited about what they heard and concerned for the
welfare of their pastor (me), some of them came back and strongly urged the Elders and Council of St.
John’s to send me away to participate in the program. The St. John’s Elders and Council consulted with
the St. Stephen’s Elders and Council and they have encouraged me and provided funds for me to
attend a Doxology program in Racine, Wisconsin, September 17-20, 2018. (So that’s the ‘when’ and
‘where’!)
So what did these LWMLers hear? As best as I can ascertain, they heard that many pastors
experience depression and other mental illness challenges from being in the office to which God has
called them and that a program called Doxology offered help to keep these challenges ‘at bay’.
Hearing these things and wanting to support their pastor, some of them took action and have made it
possible for me (and a lay leader from the church, sometime in the future, and Char, sometime in the
future) to participate in this program. (So that’s the ‘why’!)
But what is Doxology? To answer this and other questions you may have, I pulled this information off
from the Doxology website, https://www.doxology.us/more-congregation-guide/. Doxology is:
* A comprehensive experience of advanced pastoral training offers new skills for pastors to provide
transformational spiritual care.
* Ten days of intensive instruction and peer learning spread over three conference retreats.
* Up to five hours of individual consultation and mentoring to enrich pastors’ personal and
professional growth.
Continued on next page
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How will it benefit our congregation?
* Skilled pastors are effective pastors.
* Congregations benefit as pastors are better equipped to provide
care for struggling people.
* Congregations experience greater unity and an increased desire to care for one another.
* Lay leaders and pastors review together how Christ grows His Church on earth.
How does it assist our church leaders?

So there you have it. You have the ‘where, what, when and how’ of your sending me aw-a-y! I
thank you for this opportunity, and I look forward to what God will work through it as we walk
together in his service.
Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom

You Are Invited!

* Dedicated laity are vital for a vibrant parish.
* Your lay leaders are invited to join your pastor for a weekend of instruction, conversation, and
problem-solving.
* DOXOLOGY deepens partnerships between leaders and pastor in service to our Lord and His
church.
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Devotional Opportunities
The Lutheran Hour
Sundays at 6:05 am
on WCCO 830 AM)

Worldwide KFUO.org
The Messenger of Good
News

Our Christian Sympathy is
extended
… to Gail Benjamin, Chad,
Tonya & Rebekah and their
families for the death of Dan who died on
Tuesday, July 31. The funeral service was on
Friday, August 10 at St. John’s.
May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to all
who grieve.

Weekdays @ 11am (CT) on
your Lutheran Radio Station:
www.KFUO.org

A place for Great Talk
& Great Sacred Music

WORDS OF APPRECIATION
Worship on the radio!

If you are unable to attend worship either at St.
John’s or St. Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can still
hear the service! The service is taped at the 8:45
am worship service at St. John’s and broadcast
at 11:00 am on WCMP 106.5 FM or 1350 AM
out of Pine City.
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s
website under the Connect / Listen To the
Sermon tabs or the St. Stephen’s website.

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ
Week of

Worship
Attendance

Communed

Offering

Rise & Shine
Bible Study

Longer Look
Bible Class

7-29-2018

42

-----

$3,185.00

11

3

8-5-2018

51

41

$2,507.04

8

4

8-12-2018

42

-----

$1,625.00

13

4

8-19-2018

47

44

$1,389.00

12

3

are expressed to:
* those who serve weekly
in worship: pastor,
musicians, lay readers,
ushers, greeters, PA
technicians, acolytes,
elders and altar guild.
* those who counted and posted the offerings.
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday
mornings.
* those who mowed the lawn.
* those who tend to the garden areas.
* those who faithfully serve on the council,
committees and boards.
* those who worked and/or provided food for
the Dan Benjamin funeral
* those who worked and provided for the Salad
Luncheon.
* Waste Management who provides free refuse
and recycling service for SJLC.
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter.
* our gracious God who makes all these things
possible through the priceless gift of His Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

This Month’s Worship Assistants
Elder: Ray Polzin
Altar Guild: Lynette Downing
Acolyte: Hailey Volk
Greeter: Diane Buehring
Usher Captain: Eric Nelson
Readers:
September 2 — Jill Erickson
September 9 — Diane Buehring
September 16 — Bernice Moreau
September 23 — Brian Moreau
September 30 — Les Orvis
PA Techs:
September 2 — David Haley
September 9 — Jerry Lawman
September 16 — David Haley
September 23 — Jerry Lawman
September 30 — Roxanne Orvis
Musicians:
September 2 — Sue Haley
September 9 — Sue Haley
September 16 — Cindy Wendorf
September 23 — Cindy Wendorf
September 30 — Cindy Wendorf
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New Prayer Group Starting
Please join us for our new prayer
group as we pray for each other,
our church, our nation and the
world every week. Come whenever you can. Our first meeting
will be held Wednesday, September 5 from 4:45 –5:45 pm.
All are welcome.

Red Cross Blood Drive Will Be Here
The American Red Cross Blood
Drive will be held at First
Lutheran Church on Monday,
September 10 from 1 pm to
6 pm. For any questions please
call 800-733-2767 or go on line at
www.redcrossblood.org to make your
appointment for Rush City. You can also go
online and do “Rapid Pass” to get the
appointment moved along faster.

Lawn Mowing
Even though summer has ended,
we still need people to mow the
church yard. Please sign up on the
bulletin board at the back of the
sanctuary. Gas and mower are
supplied! If you have any questions, please
contact Arlen Peterson, Gary Scheff or Eric
Nelson.
Many thanks to those who have helped so far:
Rick & Jody Friday, Roger & Leah Palmer, Karen
Peterson, Pastor Tim Renstrom, and Steve
Vanden Heuvel!
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September Birthdays & Anniversaries
God’s blessings to all
students and staff
who are back to school
this month.
God be with you!

Sunday School Begins -- September 9
A new season of Sunday School begins on
Sunday, September 9. Families with
children age 3 through 6th graders are
asked to enroll their children by contacting
Karen Peterson in the church office.
Please bring the children to the education
wing on the 9th at 9:55 am following the
worship service. The 7th graders and up
will be having a class as well.

4
8
10
12
16
17

20
23
24
25
27
28
30

Susan Scheff
Samantha Willert
Diane Friday
David Haley; Ben & Brandi Lewis
Jessica Brown
Alexis Wildhirt, Michael & Wendy Willert—
both have a birthday & anniversary,
Brandon & Jessica Brown, Wendell M. &
Nickole Swanson
Bill Aagaard, Katie Downing
Carol Werlein
Scott & Mindy Milliman
Tessa Liebelt
Brandon Brown, Bill & Michelle Volk
Arlen & Karen Peterson
Brent & Tricia Williams

Confirmation
Confirmation is beginning this month. The
sessions will be at St. John’s on Mondays
beginning September 10. The sixth
graders will be meeting from 5:00-6:00 pm.
The seventh graders and up will be
meeting from 6:00-7:30 pm.

Choir
St. Stephen’s Choir invites you to
join them in choir. Practices are
on Friday mornings at 9:30 am at
St. Stephen’s. There are some St.
John’s members who sing with
the choir—they could use some
more! All are welcome!

Find us on the internet at:
Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org
Pictures of events, announcements, links to
various helpful places, the newsletters and
calendars, and our weekly sermons can be
found on the website. Check it out!

Landscaping Project
The Trustees, along with some other
members from the church, will be
taking on a major landscaping project
this October. This will be done in 4
steps.
Step 1: Removing all shrubs
around the church, the
island and the two trees in front of
the church.
Step 2: We will be trimming the two trees
in front of the church, one by the
parking lot on the west side and the
one in the island.
Step 3: Treating the ground to get rid of all
the undergrowth and ready for
planting.
Step 4: The replanting of new shrubs and
the two trees in front of the church
will be done in the Spring of 2019.
We feel this is needed because the shrubs are
overgrown and dying. This will make it almost
maintenance free for upkeeping. We will also be
working with members from the flower garden
while accomplishing this project.

