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August 2018
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
I’ve shared some of Pastor Meier’s writing with you in earlier newsletters…I also submit this one for
your consideration. Your servant in Christ, Pastor Tim J. Renstrom

Be a Summertime Missionary!
By Peter Meier | June 15, 2018

Recently, I’ve had several conversations with pastors who are frustrated that their members “disappear”
over the summer months. These members may be at their lake home, or on vacation, or maybe with their
kids who play in summer ball leagues.
Recently, I’ve had several conversations with lay members who are frustrated that their pastors seem to
scold them in sermons or announcements because they spend summers at their lake home, or take
vacations or spend family time with their kids who play in summer ball leagues.
When I was pastor of a church, I admit that I got frustrated too. Now that I’m in the pew, I am still
frustrated. Let me suggest a simple way to beat the frustration – and best of all, to send more
missionaries into more places to connect with more people.
Rather than see church members as absent from church on Sundays, why not help them to see
themselves as church every day? Why not equip, bless and send them as every day missionaries who are
mobilized and deployed on mission “as they are going” (Matthew 28:19). Whether going to the lake, on
a summer trip, or playing summer ball, each family member has the opportunity to be on mission, to be
an extension of the Body of Christ wherever they are.
Continued on next page
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The challenge for pastors and leaders is to help them be intentional about seeing themselves as church.
That means pastors and leaders need to equip them with resources that can be used or adapted in various
situations. Use Bible Classes and Sunday school classes to help them understand their missionary
vocation and to share stories and practical helps. Devotional tools, activities, spiritual discussion starters,
and Bible studies are some of the resources that could be shared for use by your missionary force.
Weekly e-mails or text messages could encourage and bless them as they go. Share the Word you use in
church on Sunday with a few appropriate application or action points. Suggest resources. Offer a prayer.
Text a Bible verse. These media could also be means for everyday missionaries to share their stories of
God at work with their pastor or church staff.

Summer is great time to consider God’s creativity as we travel and relax. Summertime can be a time for
us in the church and on the road to be creative too! Rather than make church members feel guilty and
ashamed because they are not always in church, make them aware of who and Whose they are, and their
mission calling as the Baptized. Summer provides us with a great opportunity to disciple them as
disciple-makers “as they are going.” Then send them as Summer missionaries!
If you are “just a lay person,” take off the “just” and replace it with “Called.” Your baptism is your Call
to the mission field – at the lake, on vacation, at the ball field. You are called as an everyday missionary
whose vocation is to make disciples as you live for and share Jesus. That’s true in summertime, and
all the time!

This Month’s Worship Assistants
Elder: Gary Wendorf
Altar Guild: Bernice Moreau
Acolyte: Montgomery Palmer
Greeters: Dick Scheele
Usher Captain: Arlen Peterson
Readers:
August 5 — Jill Erickson
August 12 — Les Orvis
August 19 — Diane Buehring
August 26 — Bernice Moreau
PA Techs:
August 5 — David Haley
August 12 — Roxanne Orvis
August 19 — Jerry Lawman
August 26 — David Haley
Musicians:
August 5 — Sue Haley
August 12 — Sue Haley
August 19 — Cindy Wendorf
August 26 — Cindy Wendorf

Worship on the radio!
If you are unable to attend worship either at St.
John’s or St. Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can still
hear the service! The service is taped at the 8:45
am worship service at St. John’s and broadcast
at 11:00 am on WCMP 106.5 FM or 1350 AM
out of Pine City.
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s
website under the Connect / Listen To the
Sermon tabs or the St. Stephen’s website.
Find us on the internet at:
Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org
Pictures of events, announcements, links to
various helpful places, the newsletters and
calendars, and our weekly sermons can be
found on the website. Check it out!

Back to Church Sunday -- September 9
A new season of Sunday School begins on
Sunday, September . Families with children age
3 and up are asked to enroll their children by
contacting Bonnie Swanson or Karen Peterson in
the church office by August 22 so that materials
and staff can be ready for the first day.

Full Council to Meet in August
The full council will be meeting on Thursday,
August 16. This will be a special full council
meeting in order to appoint the nominating
committee as well as the normal monthly
meeting.

How is Jesus messing with you today?
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Sail on over for some summer FUN!
Visit St. Stephen’s website at
www.ststephensbraham.org

for easy online registration for
Vacation Bible School
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A Page of Thanks!
Fair Parking Helpers
Many thanks to all who helped with the fair parking. Roger & Leah Palmer headed up the
committee. Thanks to those who worked: Rick Friday, David & Lana Lewerenz, Addy
Lewerenz, Bernice Moreau, Les & Roxanne Orvis, Roger & Leah Palmer, Mason Palmer,
Amanda Palmer, Montgomery Palmer, Karen Peterson, Jacob Polzin, Jeanette Polzin, Lexi Rognstad, Liz
Sandberg, Gary & Susan Scheff, Cindy Wendorf, Carol Werlien. The final number raised is not in yet, but it is
around $900. The church council voted that the proceeds will go toward the new boiler system.

Parade Float Helpers
Did you know we had a float in the parade and handed out 1000 bottles of water? The Evangelism Committee
came up with the idea and turned it over to Roger & Leah Palmer who organized a group to decorate the float,
put Bible passages on the water bottles and to walk in the parade to hand out the water. Thanks to all who
helped: Rene Barn, David & Lana Lewerenz, Addy Lewerenz, Chloe Lucht, Elissa Lucht, Roger & Leah Palmer,
Mason Palmer, Amanda Palmer, Montgomery Palmer, Pastor Renstrom, Amelia Whitlinger, Luca Whitlinger.
You shared God’s love to many people.

Lawn Mowers, Trimmers, Gardeners
Thank you to all who have helped mow the lawn, trimmed bushes, pulled weeds, and tend the flower garden
here at church so far this summer. You all help make St. John’s look nice and help show others that we are
proud of what God has given to us. Keep up the great work.

Worship Assistants
Thank you to all who serve weekly in worship: pastor, musicians, lay readers, ushers, greeters, PA technicians,
acolytes, elders and altar guild. Your assistance to the worship service is greatly appreciated!

Council, Boards & Officers
You meet or work regularly, sometimes more than once a month—thank you for all you do. And to our
treasurer and financial secretary, thank you for your weekly duties. You are awesome.

Treat Providers

Sunday August 5th
thru Thursday, August 9th
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
At St. Stephen’s-Braham
Bring a friend and get a
shipwrecked treasure!!

Yummy! Thanks to all who provide treats on Sunday mornings and at various meetings!

Newsletter Assemblers
Every month a group of dedicated volunteers, led by Marlene Reiser, come to assemble the newsletter. Thank
you to all of you!

Garbage & Recycling
Waste Management who provides free refuse and recycling service for SJLC.

Above All
We give thanks to our gracious God who makes all these things possible through the priceless gift of His Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.
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Budget Preparation
The 2019 budget process is
underway. The initial numbers
are due September 1. If you
have any input, please reach
out to the committee chair listed below:
Altar Guild:
Council:
Education:
Elders:
Evangelism:
Fellowship:
Office Management:
Stewardship:
Trustees:

Bernice Moreau
Arlen Peterson
Bonnie Swanson
Ray Polzin
Jeanette Polzin
Jessica Nelson
Pastor Renstrom
Brian Moreau
Gary Scheff

Quarterly Voters’ Assembly Highlights
The most recent Quarterly Voters’ Assembly
was held on Sunday, July 22. The highlights of
the meeting are as follows.
Reports:
• Treasurer indicated our finances are good;
• Elders reported that they are sending Pastor to “Doxology” for training;
• Trustees reported that projects are getting
done;
• Evangelism reported on the parade float
and Christmas concert;
New Business:
• Voters authorized trustees to purchase new
stoves for the kitchen;
• We made it through Article 6.0 of the proposed constitution before tabling it to the
next quarterly meeting.
For more information, look at the secretary’s
minutes posted on the bulletin board at the
back of the sanctuary.

The Lutheran Hour
Sundays at 6:05 am
on WCCO 830 AM)
August 5
"And the Pursuit of Happiness"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer

When the main goal in life is your happiness, you've
turned in on yourself and away from others,
especially God. Turn from yourself to Jesus and you'll
know a peace that surpasses all understanding, and
that is the basis for true lasting happiness. (Exodus
16:2-15; John 6:22-35)

August 12
"Pigeonholed"
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus

Just when you think you are getting to know Jesus,
He says something which can confuse. Today the
world remains confused about God's Son, our Savior.
That's because Jesus refuses to be pigeonholed by
the world's desires or expectations. He's God's Son,
Who has come to save humankind. Anything else, or
different than this, is simply unacceptable. (John
6:42)

August 19
"In Your Light We See Light"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
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The Salad Luncheon is almost
here. Join us on Friday, August 17 (11 am-2:00 pm) for
the annual Salad Luncheon at
St. John’s. We need everyone
to provide salads and bars.
Please sign up on the sheet at the church or contact Judy Allen-Huston at (320) 358-3966 to let
her know what kind of salad you can bring or if
you can help work at the event.
Free Will Offering
Bring your family, friends and neighbors!
This is a great event so don’t miss out!

Lawn Mowing
Your help is needed to mow our
church lawn. Please sign up on
the bulletin board at the back of
the sanctuary. Gas and mower
are supplied! If you have any
questions, please contact Arlen Peterson, Gary
Scheff or Eric Nelson. Thank you!

Meditation is time to think, and Christian meditation
thinks about God in the light of Jesus Christ. It is "a
lamp to our feet and a light to our path." (Psalm 36 )

August 26
"What Is Best"
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus

Far too many people assume there are differences in
commercial products, political candidates and school
systems, but these same people believe all religions
are the same. Today we join with the Apostle Paul in
praying people may discern what is best when it
comes to their Savior. (Philippians 1:9-10)

August Birthdays & Anniversaries

Salad Luncheon

2
3
4
5
9
10
12
14
15
20
21
22
24
25
28
29

Eric & Jessy Nelson
Gail Benjamin, Lori Blomquist
Roxanne Orvis
Bart McCoy
William Volk
Holly Downing
Jeff Elsenpeter, Jessy Nelson
Michas Onstad, Steven & Laura Bakken
Robin Schellbach
Triton Brown, LaRayne Witte,
David & Sue Haley
Raiden Brown, Richard Friday,
Leon & Melody Kruse
Bill & Tami Aagaard
Gladys Enzenauer, Pastor Tim Renstrom
Matthew Kranick
Inez Engler
Brent Williams

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ
Week of

Worship
Attendance

Communed

Offering

Rise & Shine
Bible Study

Longer Look
Bible Class

7-1-2018

56

51

$2,087.32

10

4

7-8-2018

49

-----

$2,021.00

8

4

7-15-2018
Joint Service

94

79

$2,437.20

21

4

7-22-2018

48

-----

$2,114.00

12

3

