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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
From time to time I’m given articles that are just too good to keep to myself.  The following is one such.  
I submit it for your encouragement. 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 
 

A Team is More Than One 
What do the following phrases mean?  Sport team, employment project team; team work; working 
together; school assembly; pulling together?  They all have the same denominator:  a team is more 
than one person it is meeting together or pulling together for a common goal.  What about a 
congregation?  Are they a team?   
 
We read in Nehemiah 3 how it took many teams to rebuild Jerusalem’s broken walls.  The disciples 
worked together after Jesus’ death to share the love and life He gave to save us.  They pulled together 
through the power of the Holy Spirit to share the good news of Jesus.  Read Paul’s letter to the 
Hebrews 10:19-25.  We read in verses 23-25: “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He 
who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
 
Let us take stock of our lives.  Is love and service to Jesus a big part of your life?  Through the blood of 
Jesus, we are saved from eternal damnation.  Can we even fathom what that means?  Jesus gave His 
blood to save you and me.  How do we live in that knowledge?  Do we say ‘Gee thanks’ and just go 
right on with our lives.? Does Jesus count in your life?  I for one am very thankful for that blessing, to 
know that by His grace, one day I will be with Him in paradise.   Knowing that I am saved and loved so 
dearly encourages me to want to not only share that love with others, but it encourages me to want to 
do whatever I can to help others, including volunteering in my congregation-pulling together. 
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Find us on the internet at: 

Website:  www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Pictures of events, announcements, links to 
various helpful places, the newsletters and 
calendars, and our weekly sermons can be 
found on the website.  Check it out! 

Worship on the radio! 

If you are unable to attend worship either at St. 
John’s or St. Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can still 
hear the service! 
The service is taped at the 8:45 am worship 
service at St. John’s and broadcast at 11:00 am 
on WCMP 106.5 FM  or 1350 AM out of Pine 
City. 
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s 
website under the Connect / Listen To the 
Sermon tabs or the St. Stephen’s website. 

Page 2 

As members of St. John’s we are a team; justified through baptism, sanctified saved by the body and 
blood of Jesus; saved by grace through faith.  Therefore, our mission should be to encourage and build 
up the body of Christ, the congregation of St. John’s and Christians everywhere.  Let’s pray for one 
another.  Let’s share the love of Jesus with one another and all those in our community.  When our 
leaders ask for volunteers, let’s be willing to step up and say, ‘I’ll try my best’.  Let’s meet together 
more often to support one another and keep our church going.   God bless us one and all.  See you 
Sunday!   

A Joint Worship 
Service 

On Sunday, July 15 the 
members of St. John’s and St. Stephen’s will 
have a joint service at St. John’s.  The day will 
begin with a Bible Study at 9:00 am, followed by 
a worship service at 10:15 am and a pot luck 
dinner at 11:15 am.  Come worship and have 
fellowship with your brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  It is going to be a wonderful day and we 
hope you don’t miss it!  The joint service and 
fellowship time was awesome last month! 

Chisago County Fair Parking 

It’s time for the annual project of parking cars (in 
our parking lot) during the Chisago County Fair, 
July 19-22.  Lots of volunteers are needed to 
work in SJLC parking lot.  There is a sign-up sheet 
on the bulletin board at 
the back of the sanctuary, 
or you can contact Leah 
Palmer.   Bring a lawn 
chair and a beverage if you 
desire and be ready to 
greet people and have a 
great time!  
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It’s almost here!!   

Our Shipwrecked Adventure at VBS  

August 5th-9th from 6:00-8:30pm 

At St. Stephen’s in Braham!  

Invite friends and relatives from  

3 years old to 6th grade.   

 

Join us for an action packed adventure as we learn how Jesus 

rescues us when we are lonely, worried, struggling, when we do 

wrong and when we feel powerless!   

We have a great fun 5 days planned, but we can’t do it alone, 

we are looking for crew members to help with our shipwrecked 

adventure. See sign up sheet in the church office.   

If you would like, we also need $ donations for the supplies 

that are purchased.  Thank you and God Bless!   

-Jen Stauffer and Kim Pierson  

VBS directors 



A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
Students/Staff 

Longer Look 
Bible Class 

5-27-2018 38 ----- $3,780.00 7 No class No class 

6-3-2018 52 47 $4,612.00 13 No class 4 

6-10-2018          At    St. Stephen’s $555.00 —- No class 3 

6-17-2018 51 
(Father’s Day) 

42 $1,449.00 11 No class 4 

6-24-2018 52 ----- $3,108.00 14 No class 3 
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 

* those who serve weekly in 
worship: 
    pastor, musicians, lay readers,   
    ushers, greeters, PA technicians,  

    acolytes, elders and altar guild. 
* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
    mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
     committees and boards. 
*  those who mowed the lawn in June. 
* those who planned, donated and worked at 

the Thankful Picnic on June 30.  And also to 
those who attended. 

* Waste Management who provides free refuse 
     and recycling service for SJLC.  
*  those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
*  our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Bob Downing 
Altar Guild:  Roxanne Orvis 
Acolyte:  Amanda Palmer 
Greeters:  Bob & Lynette Downing 
Usher Captain:  Brian Moreau 
Readers:   
 July   1 —  Les Orvis 
 July   8 —  Diane Buehring 
 July 15 —  Brian Moreau 
 July 22 —  Bernice Moreau 
 July 29 —  Les Orvis 
PA Techs:   
 July   1 —  Gary Wendorf 
 July   8 —  Roxanne Orvis 
 July 15 —  David Haley 
 July 22 —  Roxanne Orvis 
 July 29 —  David Haley 
Musicians:   
 July   1 —  Sue Haley 
 July   8 —  Katie Downing 
 July 15 —  Katie Downing 
 July 22 —  Cindy Wendorf 
 July 29 —  Cindy Wendorf 
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July Birthdays & Anniversaries  

3 Jada Hudlow, Leon Kruse 
7 Kay Christensen 
8 Bev Heinrich 
10 Delores Pauling 
15  Wendell & Bonnie Swanson 
17 Kevin Garey, Lowell Klose 
18 Orion & RaeLynn Heinrich 
23 Carl & Bev Heinrich 
24 Andrea Olson 
28 Eric Nelson, LeRoy & LouAnn Larson 
30 Lynette Downing 

Rough ‘N Tough Mudder Against Hunger 

St. John’s and St. Stephen’s are sponsoring an 
obstacle in the 2018 Rough ‘N Tough Mudder 
Against Hunger with 100% of the proceeds going 
to Family Pathways Hunger Relief on Saturday, 
July 21 hosted by New Hope Community Church 
of Cambridge.  Pastor Renstrom will be running 
in this event.  Go cheer him on! 



The Lutheran Hour 
Sundays at 6:05 am  
on WCCO 830 AM)   

July 1 
"Truly the Worship of God" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
When you get out of your religious comfort zone and 
meet people who don't know Jesus, you have 
opportunity to grow in faith and witness. (Acts 10:34-48) 

July 8 
"Sufficiency" 
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
In a world of pain and violence, people ask, "Why 
doesn't God do something?" Pastor Ken Klaus answers, 
"He has."  (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

July 15 
"My Feelings, Meet God's Word!" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
Emotions often drive our lives. When we think about 
our feelings in light of the Word of God, we are led to 
Jesus our Savior, but ignoring God's Word makes life a 
soap opera mess.  (Mark 6:14-29) 

July 22 
"You Feed Them" 
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Every job looks like it's easy if you don't have to do it. 
That was certainly the case when Jesus told His disciples 
to feed the crowd. With no McDonald's in the area, 
they came back and asked Jesus to do what they 
couldn't. We would be wise if we did the same. 
(Mark 6:37) 

July 29 
"It's Not a Cruise Ship" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Timothy Teuscher 
The church is not some cruise ship sailing aimlessly 
about in this life and merely entertaining those on 
board; but, rather, it is the ark, the only boat whereby, 
as we traverse this stormy sea of life, we are being 
brought safely to the other side, to eternity. 
(Mark 6:45-56) 
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Relay for Life 
Chisago County American 
Cancer Relay for Life will 
be held this year on Satur-
day, July 14th, 4-10 pm at 
the south end of the North 
Branch Mall. Come and 
enjoy supper with us and 

help us celebrate cancer survivors, caregiv-
ers, and remember those who have lost their 
battle to this horrible disease.  If you or a 
loved one are a survivor, please come  at 4 
pm to register, and give us time to honor you 
at a Survivor Reception. Luminara can be pur-
chase at the event. More information can be 
found at www.RelayforLife.org/
ChisagoMN or call Amy Sundberg, Communi-
ty Development Manager, American Cancer 
Society, 651-255-8113. 

Calling all ladies! 
The Women of St. Stephen’s (WOST) have 
invited the St. John's LWML members to join 
them at their annual outing on Thursday, July 
12 at 6:00 pm at the Grant House in Rush 
City.  
 
Make plans now to join on this enjoyable 
evening out! 
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Do you have some extra time to help? 

There is a need in Rush City!  Family Pathways is 
looking for volunteers to help out a couple of our 
local senior residents occasionally.  Without a 
local grocery store, a ride to North Branch or Pine 
City for groceries once a month or maybe to the 
Food Shelf would be very helpful.  There is 
someone who would like a friendly visitor for 
rides to get her hair and/or nails done; and 
possible go out to lunch with as she likes to get 
out and socialize but her family does not live 
close.  There are many ways that you could help, 
but this is the immediate need in Rush City right 
now.  If you have some time and would like to 
help, please contact Collette Colucci at (763)689-
8811 or email her at 
collette@familypathways.org. 
 

Salad Luncheon 
Mark your calendars for Friday, August 17 (11 am-
2:00 pm) for the annual Salad Luncheon at St. 
John’s.  More details in upcoming bulletins and 
the August newsletter. 

http://www.RelayforLife.org/ChisagoMN
http://www.RelayforLife.org/ChisagoMN

