
A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
Students/Staff 

Longer Look 
Bible Class 

4-29-2018 51 ----- $2,745.00 9 8 + 2 4 

5-6-2018 57 50 $3,708.00  4 + 2 3 

5-13-2018 64 
(Mother’s Day) 

----- $2,815.00 14 No class 3 

5-20-2018 57 48 $2,677.00 8 3 + 2 4 
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Do you have some extra time to help? 

Family Pathways is looking for volunteers to help 
out a couple of our local senior residents 
occasionally.  Without a local grocery store, a ride 
to North Branch or Pine City for groceries once a 
month or maybe to the Food Shelf would be very 
helpful.  There is someone who would like a 
friendly visitor for rides to get her hair and/or 
nails done; and possible go out to lunch with as 
she likes to get out and socialize but her family 
does not live close.  There are many ways that 
you could help, but this is the immediate need in 
Rush City right now.  If you have some time and 
would like to help, please contact Collette Colucci 
at (763)689-8811 or email her at 
collette@familypathways.org. 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone/Fax: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: 
www.stjohnsrushcity.org 

Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm 

Rev. Tim Renstrom 
Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

On English Royalty, Weddings and June… 
 

But be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.  
(Ephesians 5:18b-21) 
 
[Jesus said,] ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh[.]’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. 
 

By now everyone in the “English-speaking” world has, at least, heard of the wedding in May 
where the young English prince married the American woman.  I didn’t watch it.  I haven’t even paid 
any attention to the pictures of it, although I’m sure there are bounties of them on the internet.  I’m 
sure it was filled with scads of pageantry appropriate to wealthy royalty having a major event in their 
lives.  I wish them the best…but I haven’t paid hardly any attention to it, simply because I’m not all that 
interested in weddings.  But it, and the June calendar with all the wedding anniversaries on it, bring up 
a good subject for an article. 

OUCH!  Pastor said he isn’t interested in weddings!!!  GASP!  Isn’t that one of the tasks he is 
called to perform as pastor of our churches?  SHOCK!  Now, catch your breath, everyone…it isn’t what 
it seems! 

Nearly everyone who has come to me to have me officiate at their wedding has heard me say, 
“I don’t do weddings.  I do marriages.”  Well, they may not have ‘heard’ it, but I almost always say it.  
What’s the difference, you ask? 

Weddings are a one day event filled with stuff: pageantry, emotions, expenses, family 
gatherings…stuff like that. 

June 2018 

Continued on next page 
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Marriages are a lifetime of hard work filled with God and based on his Word: (see Bible 
passages above)…mutual submission under God’s mission, leaving families of origin to start a new 
oneness together. 

Because of who we are in Christ (Ephesians 4:32) we are being subject to one another.  We 
don’t get to choose this.  It is who we are.  And as Christians who are being subject to one another, 
when we are married, husbands and wives are being subject to one, with the husband being 
commanded by God to sacrificially love his wife, just as Christ loved the Church, and the wife 
encouraged, by God, to respect her husband. 

Obviously there is much more to this than can be put into a 500 word article, but this gives us 
enough to ask, “How many of our marriages look like this?”  Well, I can’t claim that even my own 
marriage looks like this…When I was young, my parents often asked me, when I was pointing at one of 
my sisters, saying that she did it, “How many fingers are pointing back at you?”  Yeah.  We all sin in our 
marriages: husbands often lording it over wives; wives not finding anything in husbands to respect…  
We need the sacrificial gift of Christ on the cross. 

And he gives it to us.  We are forgiven, by grace, through faith.  In repentance he changes our 
hard, proud hearts to be more like his.  He walks with us as he changes us once again, moving us away 
from a “one day wedding” to a “lifetime marriage.”  He separates us from our parents and makes us 
‘one flesh’ under him.  In his forgiveness we find we have the forgiveness to forgive each other, and 
the strength and courage to change ourselves to be the spouse Jesus wants us to be. 

Marriage is far more work than even the most complex wedding.  Thanks be to God that He is 
the one who does most of the work and helps us to do our part! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

Thankful Picnic 
Saturday, June 30 at 12:00 pm 
At St. John’s Lutheran Church 

908 West 4th Street  *  Rush City, MN 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is having a community picnic to thank everyone for the 
donations of time and money which have been given to the Rush City community. 

 
We will be serving a light lunch of hamburgers, hotdogs, chips and juice.   

The meal will be free to all who attend. 
 

Please come and play some yard games and get to know your neighbors!  There may be a 
Bocce Ball tournament if we have enough interest.  Feel free to bring your favorite yard 

game.  Bring your family, friends and neighbors for an afternoon of great fun. 
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Local Coordination 
Kristine Marlatt is the daughter of missionaries and lived 11 
years of her childhood in Hong Kong.  She finished her high 
school years in New York, received her teaching degree from 
Concordia College in Bronxville, NY, and her Master’s degree 
in Education Counseling from the University of Phoenix.  She 
has taught, assisted in youth work, been Director of Worship 
and Director of Operations in Lutheran schools in Florida, 
Arizona, Utah, and after three years as an administrator is 
currently teaching music in Minnesota.  She feels very 
blessed to be in this new role as Local Coordinator.  She has 
attended two previous National Youth Gatherings and is 
thrilled to be a part of the team that makes this incredible 

event happen.  She is excited to be a part of sharing the amazing new that GOD is REAL 
and PRESENT in our everyday lives! 
 
 

Volunteer Coordinator 
Terri Bentz is a Lutheran Educator who grew up in 
Minnesota.  She received her teaching degree from 
Concordia College in Seward, NE and her Master’s degree in 
Teaching and Learning from St. Mary’s University of 
Minnesota.  Terri taught at Lutheran schools in Hawaii and 
Illinois before moving to Minnesota to join the staff of Trinity 
First Lutheran in Minneapolis. Her current position with 
Lutheran Special Education Ministries has brought her to 
Lutheran Schools in Cologne, Hamburg, and Norwood Young 
America, MN.  Terri has been blessed to serve on NYG 
Planning Teams in the past.  She is excited to see how God 
shares His love through our “Minnesota Nice” volunteers with 

the participants of the 2019 National Youth Gathering REAL. PRESENT. GOD.  She loves 
serving Jesus and sharing special times with family and friends. 
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Continued on next page 

Get Involved With the National Youth 
Gathering! 

We are excited to host the 2019 LCMS Youth Gathering in the great state of 
Minnesota.  It is not only the land of many lakes, but also the land of many 
Lutherans.  We know this strong Lutheran presence will help impact the 

Gathering through the gifts and talents of the local community.  Please let 
us introduce Kristine Marlatt and Terri Bentz, who bring a depth of 

experience, a love for Minnesota, and have been tasked to connect and work 
with community resources and volunteers. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
We are looking for people in the broader Twin Cities area (congregations in the 
Minnesota South and North, South and North Wisconsin Districts) who are 
willing to serve before, during and after the Gathering.  If you are interested in 
being a volunteer, please click or go to the link below and enter your name and 
contact information.  We will keep you up to date with the volunteer timelines, 
local events, and application process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’M INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

https://form.jotform.com/mnsdistrict/NYGVolunteers 

Our Christian Sympathy is 
extended  
   … to the Ray & Jeanette 
Polzin and Jacob at the 
death of Jeanette’s father, 
Clarence Zimmerman, 
whose funeral was held on May 5. 

 May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ  

to all who grieve. 

Birth Announcement 

Congratulations to Lee 
Nelson and Rachael Edict on 
the birth of a son, Anakin 
Lee Nelson.  He was born on 
Thursday, May 17  God’s 
blessings to all of you. 

“God has called us to be a growing,  
caring group  

of believers in Jesus Christ 
who encourage and strengthen  

one another 
through Word and Sacrament 

as we reach out into our community  
and world  

with the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ 
to bring all people into His body, the church, 

as responsible members.” 

Find us on the internet at: 

Website:  www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Pictures of events, announcements, links to 
various helpful places, the newsletters and 
calendars, and our weekly sermons can be found 
on the website.  Check it out! 
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Parade Float Design Team Needed 

We are getting a team together to 
work on a float for the Chisago 
County Fair Parade in July.  We 
have a pickup and trailer 
volunteered.  We plan to give out 
drinking water.  Contact Leah 
Palmer if you are interested in 
helping construct the float. 

A Joint Worship Service 

On Sunday, June 10 the 
members of St. John’s 
and St. Stephen’s will 
have a joint service.  
(No service held at St. 
John’s that day!) The 
day will begin with a 
Bible Study at 9:00 am, 

followed by a worship service at 10:15 am and a 
pot luck dinner at 11:15 am.  Come worship and 
have fellowship with your brothers and sisters in 
Christ at St. Stephen’s.  It is going to be a 
wonderful day and we hope you don’t miss it! 

Chisago County Fair Parking 

It’s time to begin planning for the annual project 
of parking cars (in our parking lot) during the 
Chisago County Fair, July 19-22.  
Lots of volunteers are needed 
to work in SJLC parking lot.  
Watch for sign-up sheets for 
volunteers.  Bring a lawn chair 
and a beverage if you desire 
and be ready to greet people 
and have a great time!  If you have questions, 
please talk to Leah Palmer. 



WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 

* those who serve weekly in worship: 
    pastor, musicians, lay readers,   
    ushers, greeters, PA technicians,  
    acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
    mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
     committees and boards. 
* Waste Management who provides free refuse 
     and recycling service for SJLC.  
*  those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
*  our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Ray Polzin 
Altar Guild:  Lynette Downing 
Acolyte:  Hailey Volk 
Greeters:  Bob & Lynette Downing 
Usher Captain:  Wendell M. Swanson 
Readers:   
 June   3 — Diane Buehring 
 June 10 — Service at St. Stephen’s 
 June 17 — Bernice Moreau 
 June 24 — Jill Erickson 
PA Techs:   
 June   3 — Gary Wendorf 
 June 10 — Service at St. Stephen’s 
 June 17 — Roxanne Orvis 
 June 24 — David Haley 
Musicians:   
 June   3 — Cindy Wendorf 
 June 10 — Service at St. Stephen’s 
 June 17 —  
 June 24 —  

Lawn Mowing 
Your help is needed to mow our church lawn.  
Please sign up on the bulletin board at the back 
of the sanctuary.  Gas and 
mower are supplied! If you 
have any questions, please 
contact Arlen Peterson, Gary 
Scheff or Eric Nelson.   
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June Birthdays & Anniversaries  

3 Laura Bakken 
4 Bart & Tracy McCoy 
5 Carl & Judy Huston 
8 Brittany Wendorf 
10 Char Renstrom 
11 Tim & Connie Heinrich 
16 Carl Heinrich, Rick & Jody Friday 
19 Gary & Cindy Wendorf 
20 Gary Scheff 
22 Katie Christensen,  
 Dan & Gail Benjamin 
23 Jeff & Susan Elsenpeter 
25 Melody Kruse, Roger & Leah Palmer 
27 Jody Friday, Butch Willert 
29 Kevin & Becky Garey 

Happy Father’s Day! 

Rough ‘N Tough Mudder Against Hunger 

St. John’s and St. Stephen’s have agreed to 
sponsor an obstacle in the 2018 Rough ‘N Tough 
Mudder Against Hunger with 100% of the 
proceeds going to Family Pathways Hunger Relief 
on Saturday, July 21 hosted by New Hope 
Community Church of Cambridge.  Pastor 
Renstrom will be running in this event.  More 
details to come! 

The Lutheran Hour 
Sundays at 6:05 am  
on WCCO 830 AM)   

June 3 
"The Battleground of Time" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
Military personnel know what it means to be on 
the front line in combat. This message is about a 
battleground where we're between opposing 
forces and could easily lose our life, the 
Battleground of Time.  
(Deuteronomy 5:12-15; Mark 2:23-3:6) 

June 10 
"A Light Momentary Affliction?" 
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Paul had his problems. You've never met anyone 
who didn't. And yet, Paul called his problems 
"light" and "momentary". Today's message deals 
with the question, 'What does Paul know that we 
don't?'  (2 Corinthians 4:17-5:1) 

June 17 
"Tell Me a Story!" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
Jesus loves to tell us stories. In His stories about 
the normal things of life, Jesus teaches us about 
the reign of God in our lives. This Father's Day, 
what makes for a godly father, or mother or 
Christian? The willingness to tell our stories. 
(Mark 4:26-34) 

June 24 
"Jesus, Don't You Care?" 
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
After seeing one of the Savior's miracles the 
disciples asked, "Who is this Guy?" After 
Pentecost, they knew Who Jesus was and why He 
had come. Even so, the world keeps coming up 
with wrong answers when they ask, "Just Who is 
this Guy?"  (Mark 4:38-41) 

Worship on the radio! 

If you are unable to attend 
worship either at St. John’s or St. 
Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can 
still hear the service! 
The service is taped at the 8:45 am worship 
service at St. John’s and broadcast at 11:00 am 
on WCMP 106.5 FM  or 1350 AM out of Pine 
City. 
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s 
website under the Connect / Listen To the 
Sermon tabs or the St. Stephen’s website. 
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The American Red Cross 
Blood Drive will be held in 
Rush City on Monday, 
June 25, 2018 from 1:00 
pm to 7:00 pm at the Rush 
City High School, 51001 

Fairfield Avenue, Rush City, MN.   If there are 
any questions, please call 1-800-733-2767 or go 
online at www.redcrossblood.org to make you 
appointment and for rapid pass for the drive in 
Rush City. 

You are invited to the 
ordination and installation 
of Michael Metzler, a 
member of St. Stephen’s, 
as he is ordained into the 
ministry and installed as 
their new pastor on 
Sunday, June 24 at 3:00 
pm at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, 405 2nd Street NW, Hinckley, MN.  

tel:1-800-733-2767
www.redcrossblood.org

