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St. John’s Lutheran Church

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
980 West Fourth Street
P.O. Box 368
Rush City, MN 55069

A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
400 SE 8th Street
Braham, MN 55006

Just for fun!

Secretary: Karen Peterson
Church Phone/Fax: (320) 358-3623
Church Email: stjohns@midco.net
Church Website:
www.stjohnsrushcity.org
Normal Office Hours:
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm

Secretary: Char Renstrom
Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103
Church Email: ststephens1913@msn.com
Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org
Normal Office Hours:
Rev. Tim Renstrom
Mon.-Thurs. 1-4 pm
Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382
Email: stmypastor@hotmail.com

May 2018
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
On Tuesday evening, April 24, Charlotte and I attended the Call Service at Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis, to show pastoral care and support to a man from St. Stephen’s who received his first call into
the pastoral ministry. (Mike Metzler—his first call is to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Hinckley,
Minnesota.) During that service the preacher used an illustration that I had read long ago and
forgotten about. I believe that it’s good enough to share with you. It’s from Minister’s Prayer Book
edited by John W. Doberstein, first printed in 1959, affectionately known as “Doberstein” by the
pastors who have been introduced to it and used it over the years.
The Sheep Dog
We offer ourselves, one way or another, to try to work for God. We want, as it were, to be
among the sheep dogs employed by the Lord Shepherd. Have you ever watched a good sheep dog at
work? He is not an emotional animal. He goes on with his job quite steadily; takes no notice of bad
weather, rough ground or of his own comfort. He seldom or never stops to be stroked. Yet his
faithfulness and intimate communion with his master are of the loveliest things in the world. Now and
then he looks at the shepherd. And when the time comes for rest, they are generally to be found
together.
Let this be the model of your love.
--Evelyn Underhill
Doberstein puts it in his little book to draw pastors’ attention to their calling. I’m not sure who
Underhill’s original audience was, but I’m thinking it wasn’t just pastors. Bible passages such as Psalm
23:1, “The Lord is my Shepherd”; John 20:20-21, “Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace to you. As the
Father has sent me, I also send you’”; and Matthew 28:19, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the father and of the Son and of the

Continued on next page

Page 2

Page 7

Holy Spirit…” remind us that all of us, as disciples of Christ Jesus, are all trying “to work for God”, to use
Underhill’s words.
I prefer Finke’s words from our study on Joining Jesus on His Mission. We join Him in the work
he is already doing: saving people from eternal damnation through His Gospel. And I find the picture
of us doing it as “sheep dogs” a good reminder of how we are to join Him. We aren’t looking for “atta
boys” or an easy time of it. We just join him because…well, just because.
In the end, we will join Jesus in rest. And the rest, by grace, through faith, is the most glorious
rest, beyond any of our imaginations. But, again, we don’t join Jesus for the rest—we join Him in rest
because we like to be with Him.
Your “sheep dog” in Christ,
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thrivent Choice dollars have been a great
blessing to St. John’s when Thrivent members
designate their choice dollars for St. John’s.
Thrivent members, age 16 and older, have the
power to recommend to Thrivent how they
distribute some of its charitable grant funds. If
you are a Thrivent member, we encourage you
to designate your “Choice” dollars for St.
John’s.

Looking Ahead — Mark Your Calendars!
There will be a joint worship service with St.
Stephen’s on Sunday, June 10 at 10:15 am at St.
Stephen’s followed by a pot luck dinner. There will
be a Bible study at 9:00 am. This will replace our
8:45 am service. More details will be in the June
newsletter. Make plans to attend this fun day with
our brothers and sisters in Christ from St. Stephen’s.

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Minnesota
North District will be gathering in Bemidji, MN, to
hold its 28th Biennial District Convention on June 1820. The theme is “Forever Written in His
Hands” (Isaiah 49:16a NKJV).

Thank you St. John’s Lutheran Church of Rush
City. Your donation of $340 and food items to
the Rush City Food Shelf is very generous and
so appreciated. We are an ALL volunteer food
shelf assisting hundreds of our friends and
neighbors each month in School District 139
with their food shortages. Area Food Banks
enable us to access as much as $9 worth of
food with each $1 donation.
Rush City Food Shelf is a 501(c)3 and your
valuable donation is 100% tax deductible. (No
goods or services were received for this
donation.)
Your kindness is making a real difference in
our community. Thank you!
Pamela Burt Hagan
Volunteer Director

Registration begins on Monday, June 18th, 11:00 am
at the Sanford Center. The convention begins with a
worship service at 7:00 pm Convention business will
include electing officers, choosing mission grant
recipients, adopting a new mission goal, and making
bylaw changes. This past biennium of 2016-2018, LWML MN North women have given $137,000
towards LWML MN North mission grants plus thousands towards LWML mission grants.
Keynote speaker will be Cynthia Khan, Director of Community Engagement “POBLO” (People of the
Book Lutheran Outreach). The Slew Foot Family Band, Grey Eagle, MN will provide entertainment. The
Bible study leader is Rev. Bruce Timm, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Saint Cloud, MN. Deb Larson,
LWML Vice President of Organizational Resources, will be the LWML Representative in attendance.
Participants will have the opportunity to participate in the choir, “Walking with Jesus” Mite Walk,
breakout sessions, and servant events.
The women will be gathering items for local Bemidji agencies as well as doing servant events at the
conference center. Ingathering items are posted on the District website: lwmlmnn.org.
Speak to your society president about obtaining a registration form or visit the District website to
download a copy. Registration deadline for delegates is May 15th. (Also, the registration fee
increases after May 15.)
Bring your family for the recreational activities in the Bemidji area while you attend the convention.
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LWML Rum River Zone Spring Rally
Ingathering Opportunity
The ingathering for the Rally was Spanish
language Arch Books. We ordered these books
from Concordia Publishing House. If you would
like to contribute to this mission, please make
your contributions to the LWML and put Arch
Books in the memo line. You can put your
donation into the offering plate on Sunday or
turn in to the church office. If any extra money
comes in over the amount of the complete sets
we have ordered, we will buy additional books at
$3.00 a piece. We have ordered two complete
sets (52 books) at $155.48 each.

Thankful Picnic
Saturday, June 30
12:00 pm
At St. John’s Lutheran Church
908 West 4th Street
Rush City, MN
St. John’s Lutheran Church is having a community picnic
to thank everyone for the donations of time and money
which have been given to the Rush City community.

Find us on the internet at:

We will be serving a light lunch of hamburgers, hotdogs, chips and juice.
The meal will be free to all who attend.

Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org
Pictures of events, announcements, links to
various helpful places, the newsletters and
calendars, and our weekly sermons can be found
on the newly upgraded website. Check it out!

Please come and play some yard games and get to know your neighbors!
There may be a Bocce Ball tournament if we have enough interest.
Feel free to bring your favorite yard game.
Bring your family, friends and neighbors for an afternoon of great fun.

See you there!

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ
Week of

Worship
Attendance

Communed

Offering

Rise & Shine
Bible Study

Sunday School
Students/Staff

Longer Look
Bible Class

4-1-2018

92 (Easter)

69

$2,778.00

No class

No class

No class

4-8-2018

46

-----

$1,973.76

14

2+1

5

32

28

$857.00

11

4+1

No class

-----

$3,249.51

13

4+2

4

4-15-2018
4-22-2018

(snowstorm)

78 (Baptism)

Parade Float Design Team Needed
We are getting a team together
to work on a float for the Chisago
County Fair Parade in July. We
have a pickup and trailer
volunteered. We plan to give out
drinking water. Contact Leah
Palmer or Jeanette Polzin if you
are interested in helping construct the float.

Baptism
Welcome to God’s family
Lila Marlene Swanson,
daughter of Robley & Tessa
Liebelt. She was baptized on
April 22.
God’s blessings to all of you!
Joint Ascension Day Service
You are invited to a very important worship
service to commemorate the ascension of our
Lord Jesus. This service will be held on
Ascension Day—Thursday, May 10 at Living
Branch Lutheran Church, 6486 Elm Street, North
Branch. Area
pastors will be
participating, and
Pastor Renstrom
will be delivering
the sermon!
Ideas Needed
The Evangelism
Committee is planning
the 2018 Christmas
Concert using the
Mystery Mountain Boys.
If anyone has
suggestions for ideas for
a 2019 Christmas Concert, please give your
suggestions to Carol Werlein at (612) 708-9058
now so that we can evaluate the possibility.

Constitution Informational Meetings
The Constitution Committee has completed their work and will now be holding informational meetings
on May 6 at 9:45 am & May 16 at 6:30 pm. There will be copies of the proposed constitutional changes
available for those interested to look at during those meetings. Also, note that 2 voters meetings will
be scheduled after these meetings have concluded for possible voter approval, and, if approved, they
will be forwarded on for review at the district level.
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION

are expressed to:
* those who serve weekly in worship:
pastor, musicians, lay readers,
ushers, greeters, PA technicians,
acolytes, elders and altar guild.
* those who counted and posted the offerings.
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday
mornings.
* to Judy Allen-Huston, Jessy Nelson, Leah and
Montgomery Palmer, Lois Rechtzigel,
Michelle, Hailey and Will Volk and Carol
Werlein who prepared and served the salad
portion of the Progressive Supper on April 27
to benefit “A Place for You”. And thanks to
Jill Erickson for the great decorating for the
event.
* those who faithfully serve on the council,
committees and boards.
* Waste Management who provides free refuse
and recycling service for SJLC.
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter.
* our gracious God who makes all these things
possible through the priceless gift of His Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

May Birthdays & Anniversaries
1
2
3
6
8
15
19
20
22
23
24
30

LeRoy Larson
Cindy Wendorf, Bob & Lynette Downing
Tricia Williams, Amber Witte
Wendy Fehrman, Abby Peterson
Les & Roxanne Orvis
Rick Friday
Jami Friday
Deb Shoemaker
Butch & Marya Willert
Leah Hudlow
George Reiser
LouAnn Larson
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Welcome to Our New
Custodian
We are happy to announce
that Jerry Lawson has
accepted the position of
custodian at St. John’s.

This Month’s Worship Assistants
Elder: Ray Polzin
Altar Guild: Lynette Downing
Acolyte: Montgomery Palmer
Greeters: Wendell M. & Nickole Swanson
Usher Captain: Les Orvis
Readers:
May 6 — Jill Erickson
May 13 — Brian Moreau
May 20 — Les Orvis
May 27 — Diane Buehring
PA Techs:
May 6 — David Haley
May 13 — Gary Wendorf
May 20 — Roxanne Orvis
May 27 — David Haley
Musicians:
May 6 — Sue Haley
May 13 — Cindy Wendorf
May 20 — Cindy Wendorf
May 27 — Cindy Wendorf

Lawn Mowing
We are hoping that winter is
finally over and are looking
forward to green grass. With
that comes the need for
volunteers to mow our lawn.
Please sign up on the bulletin board at the back
of the sanctuary. Gas and mower are supplied!
If you have any questions, please contact Arlen
Peterson, Gary Scheff or Eric Nelson.

Worship on the radio!
If you are unable to attend
worship either at St. John’s or St.
Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can
still hear the service!
The service is taped at the 8:45 am worship
service at St. John’s and broadcast at 11:00 am
on WCMP 106.5 FM or 1350 AM out of Pine
City.
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s
website under the Connect / Listen To the
Sermon tabs or the St. Stephen’s website.

Notes from The Island
Lutheran Island Camp
45011 230th Street
Henning, MN 56551
Website: www.islandcamp.org
Email: info@islandcamp.org
Phone: 218-583-2905

Camping season is almost upon us! LIC has
their 2018 brochures with registration forms
available at church. Pick up your copy today!
The theme for this
year is “by FAITH”.
The theme verse is
“Now faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”
Hebrews 11:1.
Parents, Grandparents, Aunts & Uncles—pick
up a copy and see what works to send your
children to camp this year! There are
opportunities for children age 3 and up, for
families and adults.

The Lutheran Hour
Sundays at 6:05 am
on WCCO 830 AM)
May 6
"Love One Another as I Have Loved You"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
Jesus calls His followers to be different as they
deal with difficult people. (John 15:9-17)
May 13
"Keep Them"
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
There are times Christians might readily wish the
Lord would airlift them out of this world. Because
we have some work to do, the Lord Jesus prays we
be kept safe. So, how's that working for you?
(John 17:14-17)

May 20
"Functional Atheist No More!"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
Christians like to think of themselves as following
the first disciples. That's uncomfortably true. The
first disciples had trouble believing the promises of
Jesus for their daily lives. Too often we do too. On
Pentecost the Spirit of the risen Lord Jesus gave
the first disciples faith like they had never had
before. Today the same Spirit is ready to do the
same for us. (Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27)
May 27
"Impossible"
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Can death hold us? Experience says, "Yes!"' the
Apostle Peter says, "No." Today's sermon talks
about making possible that which can't happen.
(Acts 2:22-24)

