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April 2018
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
Again, I submit the following to you for your prayerful consideration. How does it pertain to us?
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom

Three Problems with Disciple-Making
March 15, 2018 - by Peter Meier
How are disciples made?
One disciple at a time.
Those of us who are passionate about church multiplication
know that disciple-making is critical to multiplication.
Multiplication begins with the making of disciples who make
disciples.
Biblical disciple-making is making disciples (one at a time) who then make more disciples, who make
more disciples. This is multiplication. Jesus sends disciples (John 20:21) to go and make more disciples
(Matthew 29:18-20). These disciples then gather in faith communities and send and go and make more
disciples who start new faith communities - and on and on into infinity it goes! This is how God Himself
designed movement to take place.
However, in our addition-growth culture, we face three significant problems.
Continued on next page

Page 2

Page 7

First, we replace Jesus' design for making disciples (one at a time, who make more disciples, etc.) with
man-made growth strategies (marketing, outreach, programs, etc). These are not bad or evil things in
themselves, but they end up appealing to cultural Christians ("members") who desire to be kept happy.
Ever-expanding growth strategies replace simple disciple-making as churches work harder and harder
to accumulate and keep members rather than send and multiply disciples. If we concentrated on
intentional disciple-making, which includes the sending of disciples to reach new people in new places,
God would open our eyes to the most powerful growth strategy. After all, He designed it! (Read about
it in the book of Acts!)
Second, many churches position evangelism against disciple-making. Many don't even realize they've
done it. We are so focused on efforts to make converts, or to gain new members, or get new people
who gather in our site(s) for worship, that Biblical disciple-making is not an intentional part of who we
are. This results in an unnecessary imbalance of evangelism and disciple-making where these strategies
should be balanced and integrated. Evangelism is simply the sharing of the Good News, but, as Alan
Hirsch points out in his free e-book, Disciplism, "Evangelism gets done along the way as we do
discipleship... The Great Commission is just about discipling the nations. Know what happens? As you
disciple people, evangelism takes place because it's done in the context of discipleship." I've often called
evangelism the "secret sauce" of church multiplication, but only as it takes place within the process of
making Biblical disciples.

Thank You Notes
The following two notes are from some of the
young people who received tied blankets.
Our congregation helped in making quilts that
were handed out to many people in need this
past year. We plan to tie more quilts in the
months to come. Look for your opportunity
to help in upcoming newsletters and
bulletins.

The third, and perhaps the biggest problem, is that we have found ourselves making cultural Christians
rather than focusing on making Biblical Disciples who follow Jesus and invite others to follow Him too.
A normal part of Christian maturity is making other disciples, just as a normal part of human maturity is
having children who will mature and have more children. One becomes many (although in the case of
human beings, two are needed). Cultural Christians, on the other hand, consume. You add one and
then continue having to feed them to keep them happy. They never fully mature and reproduce.
Consequently, we double down on addition-growth strategies. We add more staff and classes and
small groups, we create more worship services and programs, we do more marketing, and add more
space and larger mortgages in order to increase our numbers. Our measurement of success becomes
how many people come to events, worship services, classes and so on. Instead of intentionally making
disciples who mature to make more disciples, and then blessing and sending them to start new faith
communities and make even more Biblical disciples, we find that we are struggling to stay "even" or
grow slightly (addition). We are lacking in multiplication.
What's the solution to these three Disciple-making problems? Start by recognizing them in your own
experience. Then prioritize disciple-making as your primary purpose, both for yourself and for your
church. That will drive your decisions and your actions in new ways to advance God's Kingdom. That's
God's growth strategy. It's called multiplication!
Continued on next page

Find us on the internet at:
Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org
Pictures of events, announcements, links to
various helpful places, the newsletters and
calendars, and our weekly sermons can be found
on the newly upgraded website. Check it out!
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Our Christian
Sympathy is extended

Is your church making and sending Biblical disciples, or are you focused on making cultural Christians
and keeping them happy? Why is this distinction so important? Why is this so challenging for so many
of our churches today?

… to the Brian & Bernice
Moreau at the death of
Bernice’s niece Lorie Siebels
who died on Sunday, March
25.

The Center for US Missions exists to equip disciples to multiply faith communities. If we can help you in
your goal to multiply, give us a call!

May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ
to all who grieve.

Rev. Dr. Peter Meier is the Executive Director of the Center for United States Missions. You
may contact him at peter.meier@cui.edu

Baptism
Welcome to God’s family ,
Karson Henry Scheffer, son of
Tomi Schellbach & Chris
Scheffer grandson of Rick &
Robin Schellback. He was
baptized on March 11.
God’s blessings to all of you!

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ
Week of

2-25-2018

Worship
Attendance
25
(snowstorm)

Communed

Offering

Rise & Shine
Bible Study

Sunday School
Students/Staff

Longer Look
Bible Class

-----

$3,339.00

8

No class

5

3-4-2018

52

46

$3,083.00

14

4+2

4

3-7-2018
Lent Service

49

-----

$840.28

-----

-----

-----

3-11-2018

67

-----

$2,395.15

12

No class

3

3-18-2018

50

44

$1,816.00

12

5+2

4

3-21-2018
Lent Service

40

-----

-----

-----

-----

3-25-2018

62

-----

12

4+2

4

$4,311.00

Progressive Supper Coming Very Soon

Ascension Day Service

The Progressive
Supper Fundraiser for
“A Place for You” will
be Friday, April 27
beginning with salad
at St. John’s at 5:30.
The entrée will be lasagna at First Lutheran at
6:30. The dessert will be at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church at 7:30. Tickets prior to the event will be
$13 or $15 at the door. This is a great evening of
food and fellowship, so get your tickets now at the
St. John’s church office as they go quickly!

You are invited to a very important worship
service to commemorate the ascension of our
Lord Jesus. This service will be held on
Ascension Day—Thursday, May 10 at Living
Branch Lutheran Church, 6486 Elm Street,
North Branch. Area pastors will be
participating, and
Pastor Renstrom
will be delivering
the sermon! Mark
you calendars!

Parade Float Design Team Needed
We have a leader, but now
need the team for the Parade
Float Design Team. If we can
get a team together, we are
planning to have a float in the
Chisago County Fair Parade in
July. We have a pickup and
trailer volunteered. We plan
to give out drinking water. Contact Jeanette Polzin
(763) 691-1062 or Leah Palmer for basic
information.

Ideas Needed
The Evangelism
Committee is
planning the 2018
Christmas Concert
using the Mystery
Mountain Boys. If
anyone has
suggestions for ideas for a 2019 Christmas
Concert, please give your suggestions to Carol
Werlein at (612) 708-9058 now so that we can
evaluate the possibility.
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION

are expressed to:
* those who serve weekly in worship:
pastor, musicians, lay readers,
ushers, greeters, PA technicians,
acolytes, elders and altar guild.
* those who counted and posted the offerings.
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday
mornings.
* those who faithfully serve on the council,
committees and boards.
* those who brought food for and/or worked for
Lenten Soup & Sandwich suppers.
* those who donated food or money for the
food shelf.
* those who participated in the German Potluck.
* those who organized, donated and helped with
the Easter Breakfast.
* Waste Management who provides free refuse
and recycling service for SJLC.
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter.
* our gracious God who makes all these things
possible through the priceless gift of His Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.
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This Month’s Worship Assistants
Elder: Bob Downing
Altar Guild: Bernice Moreau & Lynette Downing
Acolyte: Amanda Palmer
Greeters: Ray & Jeanette Polzin
Usher Captain: Arlen Peterson
Readers:
April 1 — Jill Erickson
April 8 — Bernice Moreau
April 15 — Diane Buehring
April 22 — Brian Moreau
April 29 — Les Orvis
PA Techs:
April 1 — David Haley
April 8 — Roxanne Orvis
April 15 — David Haley
April 22 — Gary Wendorf
April 29 — Roxanne Orvis
Musicians:
April 1 — Katie Downing
April 8 — Sue Haley
April 15 — Cindy Wendorf
April 22 — Cindy Wendorf
April 29 — Sue Haley

April Birthdays & Anniversaries
2
8
16
17
21
26
28
29
30

Bonnie Swanson
Jeff & Jill Erickson
Mason Palmer
Bill Aagaard
Judy Allen-Huston, Connie Heinrich
Jeremiah Skaj
Arlene Dahlberg
Jill Erickson
Lee Nelson

Worship on the radio!
If you are unable to attend
worship either at St. John’s or St.
Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can
still hear the service!
The service is taped at the 8:45 am worship
service at St. John’s and broadcast at 11:00 am
on WCMP 106.5 FM or 1350 AM out of Pine
City.
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s
website under the worship tab or the St.
Stephen’s website.

Notes from The Island
Lutheran Island Camp
45011 230th Street
Henning, MN 56551
Website: www.islandcamp.org
Email: info@islandcamp.org
Phone: 218-583-2905

Camping season is almost upon us! LIC has
their 2018 brochures with registration forms
available at church. Pick up your copy today!
The theme for this
year is “by FAITH”.
The theme verse is
“Now faith is the assurance of things
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”
Hebrews 11:1.
Parents, Grandparents, Aunts & Uncles—pick
up a copy and see what works to send your
children to camp this year! There are
opportunities for children age 3 and up, for
families and adults.

The Lutheran Hour
Sundays at 6:05 am
on WCCO 830 AM)
April 1
"They Were Afraid, You Know?"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
It takes a lot to overcome fear, a lot of words, in fact a
lifetime of words. Let this Easter Day be a new
beginning of trusting Jesus' words of resurrection and
life! (Mark 16:1-8)
April 8
"It's Really Real"
Sp. Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Here' the deal. If Jesus actually rose from the dead, it
would be wise to believe in Him because there will be
salvation in no one else. If He didn't rise, we're all
toast. Tune in to today's message and hear why you
can be confident Jesus' resurrection is really real.
(1 John 1:1-3)

April 15
"Peace to You"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
Christians often say, "The Lord be with you." What
does that look like? And how do you know Jesus is
indeed with you? Jesus' visit to His first disciples
shows us the how and what of confidence in Christ.
(Luke 24:36-49)

April 22
"What's in a Name?"
Sp. Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
We live in a disposable age. If something wears out,
breaks down or is lost, we replace it. But who or what
can replace Jesus? Woo else can save us? (Acts 1:42)
April 29
"The Answer to Unhappiness"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Michael Newman
What do you really want? What does your heart yearn
for most? A blogger recently asked her readers the
question: "If you could say in one word what you want
more of in life, what would that be?" Can you guess
the number one answer? It was happiness.
(Acts 8:26-40)

