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Do You Shop Amazon?  
 

Amazon Smile is a simple way for you to support 
your favorite charitable organization every time 
you shop.  We have set up for St. John’s to be on 
the list of charities on AmazonSmile.  It is anoth-
er way to support your church! If you choose to 
do this, please use this link to order from Ama-
zon and a percentage of your purchase will come 
right to St. John’s.   There is also a link to click on 
our webpage under “Connect” and “How to Sup-
port Our Ministry”.  Thank you! 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-
6153380 

Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, listen to WCMP 
(1350 AM or 100.9 FM) for cancellation 
notices.  We will also place an 
announcement on the church 
FaceBook page and the church 
website not less than one hour 
before the activity or event.  

Poinsettias for Christmas 

The Altar Guild will be 
ordering poinsettia 
plants again this year for our 
Christmas season and St. John’s 
will be purchasing poinsettias for 
Christmas services ($13.50 each). If 
you wish to purchase a plant, make a 
donation or bring a plant from home to 
help decorate our Altar area, please fill out the 
form available on the back counter in the 
sanctuary and give it the church office by 
December 13th so it can be printed in the 
bulletin. Thank you! 

Annual Reports Due 

All boards, committees and organizations within 
the congregation are asked to prepare your 
report for the activities of this past year and 
looking ahead into the coming year.   
If possible email the reports to the church office, 
otherwise submit a written copy.  Please submit 
these as soon as possible.  Thank you. 

Thank You 

Thank you to all who helped 
make the fleece tied blan-
kets for Fostering Families.  
With your help, we were able to make 113 
quilts which will be given to foster kids this 
Christmas season.  These will be added to all 
the quilts that were made by other organiza-
tions.  Last year they were able to give out 
quilts to the 5 county area, if not more!  This 
has been a wonderful opportunity to reach 
out to those in need so give warmth and love 
to kids who are in need. 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

Like everything else recently, the 
style of our candlelight service is 
going to be slightly changed this 
year.  If you are coming to the 
Christmas Eve service, either at 
St. John’s at 5:00 pm or St. Ste-
phen’s at 9:00 pm, you are invited 
to bring a candle and a holder to 
the service.  When you arrive we 
invite you to place (or have some-

one place for you) your candle in the altar 
area, and light it!  This way we can still enjoy 
a special candlelight service with the candle 
lit throughout the service as we celebrate 
the Light of the world, our incarnate Savior, 
Jesus. 
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Hope In the Midst of Things We Cannot Understand 
 

Christmas.  It’s coming in a few short weeks.  And, it appears that much of the way in 
which we celebrate it will be different this year.  And I get it; for a lot of people this is a very 
sad change. 

But Christmas will not be different.  It is still about hope.  The Hope.  The Hope that is 
Jesus, the Light of the world who comes into the world to make it different for you and for me.  
You and me?  When left on our own, we’re wrapped in temptation and sin and death and 
damnation.  With Jesus, we’re unwrapped—unwrapped from temptation and sin, unwrapped 
from darkness and death and damnation, and unwrapped from despair and hopelessness!  
Christmas never changes! 

By grace, through faith, because of the work of Jesus—his life, death, resurrection; his 
taking upon himself our sinfulness and, in turn, purifying us from all unrighteousness—we are 
made Christians.  As Christians, especially during these dark days, we are pointing to the Light 
of the world.  We are in the world, but not of the world, and we are pointing an increasingly 
despairing world of hope-losing people to the Hope of the ages!   

We listen to the government, we listen to the science, we listen to medicine (I know, 
medicine’s about science, too!) and we acknowledge that this devastating virus is dangerous 
and wreaking havoc on a confused and distressed people—and that we are a part of the 
confused and distressed people!  We do what is right and reasonable in response to the 
‘listening’ (that we do) in our place and time.   

But our hope is not in a vaccine.  Nor is it in ‘social-distancing’ or any of the other 
attempts to ‘flatten the curve,’ good as those may be.  Our hope, ‘in the midst of things we 
cannot understand’, is the ‘assurance of a holy and certain hope’ in the one who is Hope, Jesus 
Christ our Lord!  And we, Christians, get to proclaim that!  Wow! What a 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

11-01-2020 35 33 $1,519.00 9 2 + 1 6 

11-08-2020 36 ----- $3,895.72 9 1 + 1 5 

11-15-2020 32 27 $2,932.00 7 3 + 1 6 

11-22-2020 30 ----- $1,181.00 8 2 + 1 5 
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time to be able to offer, what a time to be able to proclaim Advent and Christmas!!  
As some of you already have heard, now, more than ever, I turn to the Revelation of John.  

I turn to it not because it’s about end-times (it does accurately foretell end-time events), but 
because of the primary message of the book: Hope; Hope at all times, and especially Hope in 
desperate times.  John writes, right before the final battle when all seems so desperate for the 
believers, “Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse.  Its rider is called Faithful 
and True, and he judges and makes war with justice…and his name is called the Word of 
God” (Revelation 19:11ff CSB).  This Word of God captures and destroys the enemies of 
humankind! 

The Word of God has defeated our enemies, including viruses and fear.  Nothing can 
stand against Him.  Therefore, in the midst of these times which we cannot understand, I 
encourage you to read the Word of God.  It will not tell you how to cure the virus—but it will 
tell you who does.  The Word will not tell you why some people die from the virus and others 
don’t—but it will point you to the one who gives life; eternal life; abundant life.  The Word will 
not tell you when the current pandemic will come to an end and we can return to “normal”—
but it will tell you, “Don’t be afraid,” and then work in you to take away your fears in the midst 
of scary things. 

In the midst of things we cannot understand, the Hope of the world has come and is 
coming!  “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people: Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord!” (Luke 2:10-11 CSB) 

Merry Christmas!  
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

 
 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Brian Moreau 
Altar Guild: Bernice Moreau 
Readers:   
 December   6 — Jill Erickson 
 December   9 — Diane Buehring 
 December 13 — Bernice Moreau 
 December 20 — Jill Erickson 
 December 24 — Pastor 
 December 27 — Brian Moreau 
Musicians: 
 December   6 — Katie Downing 
 December   9 — Katie Downing 
 December 13 — Katie Downing 
 December 20 — Katie Downing 
 December 24 — Katie Downing 
 December 27 — Katie Downing 
Acolytes: 
 December   6 — Jacob Polzin 
 December   9 — Jacob Polzin 
 December 13 — Addy Lewerenz 
 December 20 — Abby Peterson 
 December 24 — Montgomery Palmer 
 December 27 — Addy Lewerenz 
PA Techs:   
 December   6 — Roxanne Orvis 
 December   9 — David Haley 
 December 13 — Roxanne Orvis 
 December 20 — Roxanne Orvis 
 December 24 — David Haley 
 December 27 — David Haley 
Counters: 
 December   6 — Lynette Downing 
 December   9 — Lynette Downing 
 December 13 — Lynette Downing 
 December 20 — Lynette Downing 
 December 24 — Lynette Downing 
 December 27 — Lynette Downing 
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December Birthdays & Anniversaries  

  7   Montgomery Palmer, Pat Senholtz 
  8 Daniel Milliman 
13 Dick Lindig  
14 Nickole Swanson 
16 Lindsey Williams 
17   Eathan Fenning 
20 Amanda Palmer 
22 Steve Rand 
24 Eric Blomquist, Taylor Schellbach 
26   Connor Bakken 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule 

Every member of each congregation is 
encouraged to attend worship in either or both 
churches.  The schedule of services are: 

Joint Advent Midweek  (all at 7:00 pm) 
    Wednesday, December 2 —St. Stephen’s 
    Wednesday, December 11—St. John’s 
    Wednesday, December 18—St. Stephen’s 

Christmas Eve 
5:00 pm – St. John’s-Rush City 
9:00 pm— St. Stephen’s-Braham 

Christmas Day 
9:00 am—St. Stephen’s-Braham 

God bless our ministry together  
with His faithful servants! 


