
Page 8 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

December 2019 

Beginnings 
 

It’s the end of November when I am sitting, staring at my computer screen, trying to think of 
something relevant to share regarding faith as we move into Advent and Christmas and January.  It 
seems like a lot of stuff to cover in a short month… 

As you know, we who still use the ancient liturgical calendar are just about to start Advent, a 
season which looks forward to the coming of the world’s savior.  We add extra worship service oppor-
tunities for people to hear God’s Word as we focus on not only Jesus’ birth, but also the second com-
ing of Jesus, the Day of Judgment, and the new beginnings—the new heavens and the new earth.  As 
pastors, we might be busy listening to our children practice their Christmas program even as we are 
planning the special Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship services…and, in the office, we’re al-
ready getting advertisements for our upcoming Lent and Easter seasons! 

So what can one say to encourage faith during this busy time?  It seems overwhelming…But 
wait! What was that line about beginnings up above…?  That’s it!  New beginnings! 

Every year it seems that the whole world pauses on December 31 as the clock ticks toward 
midnight in whatever time zone one is in.  Why?  Perhaps it is in the hope that this year will somehow 
be better than the last.   

I remember a MASH episode (I know, I’m dating myself; I’m old) wherein the theme was the 
characters hoping that the Korean conflict in which they found themselves would somehow be differ-
ent in the new year…only to discover at the end of the year that not much had changed, and even less 
had gotten any better. 

I also remember when the world changed the calendar from 1999 to 2000.  We had a lot of 
doom and gloom predictions.  There was a lot of concern and worry about our whole culture and 
world falling apart in the months leading up to—a very uneventful New Year’s Eve. 

We want new beginnings.  We want them to be better (hence all of the New Year’s resolu-
tions!) and we don’t want things to get worse.  When we look to ourselves…blegh…the beginnings that 
start out so promising fail so quickly.  But instead of looking at ourselves, let’s focus on faith in the one 
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December Birthdays & Anniversaries  

 

 

 

 

 

Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule 

Every member of each congregation is 
encouraged to attend worship in either or both 
churches.  The schedule of services are: 

Joint Advent Midweek  (all at 7:00 pm) 
    Wednesday, December 4 —St. John’s-RC 
    Wednesday, December 11—St. Stephen’s-B 
    Wednesday, December 18—St. John’s-RC 
Christmas Eve 

5:00 pm – St. John’s-Rush City 
9:00 pm— St. Stephen’s-Braham 

Christmas Day 
9:00 am—St. Stephen’s-Braham 

God bless our ministry together  
with His faithful servants! 

  7   Montgomery Palmer, Pat Senholtz 
  8 Daniel Milliman 
13 Dick Lindig  
14 Nickole Swanson 
16 Lindsey Williams 
17   Eathan Fenning 
20 Amanda Palmer 
22 Steve Rand 
24 Eric Blomquist, Taylor Schellbach 
26   Connor Bakken 

who does give new beginnings that do change us.  He came to earth in a little town called Bethlehem, a 
couple of thousand years ago.  His name is Jesus. 

He came to give us a “do over”—a new beginning—because our sin (disobedience to our crea-
tor God’s Word) overwhelms us with failure.  This new beginning comes as a free gift as he brings us to 
believe that his sacrificial work is for saving us—giving us a new beginning.  And this new beginning is 
also a promise to us that those who have faith in Jesus, in this world that is falling apart because of sin, 
will also have a new beginning when he, the creator of all of the universe, creates a new heavens and a 
new earth in which the faithful will live forever. 

New beginnings!  I encourage you to pause this busy month and this holiday season to think 
about, ponder, and believe in the new beginnings that Jesus gives you! 
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Youth Christmas Gathering 

Sunday, December 15 
4-6 pm 

Alive! Lutheran Church 
121 W. Broadway,  Monticello, MN 55352 

RSVP by email or text to: 
chris.lieske@gmail.com; 612-554-5411 

 
Join us for food and drinks, fellowship and fun! 
 
Confirmation and high-school-aged youth and 
their friends are welcomed to come and meet 
new friends, eat delicious food, have fun, and 
celebrate Christmas! 
 
Dress for success in the Christmas Sweater 
contest! 
 
Bring a cell phone or other wifi-enabled device 
to participate in Christmas trivia.  
 
If you are able, please bring a non-perishable 
food donation for the local food shelf. 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 
Elder:  Gary Wendorf 
Altar Guild:  Lynette, Bernice & Roxanne 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Greeter:  Gladys Enzenauer 
Usher Captain:   
Readers:   
 December   1:  Diane Buehring 
 December   8:  Brian Moreau 
 December 15:  Bernice Moreau 
 December 22:  Jill Erickson 
 December 24:   
 December 29:  Brian Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 December   1:  Roxanne Orvis 
 December   4:  David Haley 
 December   8:  Roxanne Orvis 
 December 15:  David Haley 
 December 18:  Roxanne Orvis 
 December 22:  David Haley 
 December 24:  David Haley 
 December 29:  Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 December   1:  Cindy Wendorf 
 December   8:  Sue Haley 
 December 15:  Cindy Wendorf 
 December 22:  Cindy Wendorf 
 December 24:  Katie Downing 
 December 29:  Sue Haley 

Find us on the internet at: 

Website:  www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Pictures of events, announcements, links to 
various helpful places, the newsletters and 
calendars, and our weekly sermons can be 
found on the website.  Check it out! 

Worship on the radio! 

If you are unable to attend worship 
either at St. John’s or St. 
Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can 
still hear the service!  The service 
is taped at the 8:45 am worship 
service at St. John’s and broadcast at 11:00 am 
on WCMP 106.5 FM  or 1350 AM out of Pine 
City. 
 
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s 
website under the Connect / Listen To the 
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
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Our Christian Sympathy is 
extended  

 … to Carl & Bev Heinrich and their  
family for the death of Carl’s sister, Margaret 
Johnson who died on November 1. The funeral 
service was on November 15.  
 
… to the family of Delores Pauling who died on 
Wednesday, November 27.  Her funeral will be 
at St. John’s on Saturday, December 28. 
 

May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to all 

who grieve. 

Church Decorating & Nativity Sets 

Church decorating for the 
Christmas season will be Sun-
day, December 8 right after 
church.  The more  people we 
have the quicker and more 
fun it will be.  Please consider 
lending a hand.  Bring a snack 
to share. 

Thank You 

Thank you to all who 
helped make the fleece 
tied blankets for Foster-
ing Families.  With your 
help, we were able to make 100 quilts which 
will be given to foster kids this Christmas sea-
son.  These will be added to all the quilts that 
were made by other organizations.  Last year 
they were able to give out quilts to the 5 
county area, if not more!  This has been a 
wonderful opportunity to reach out to those 
in need so give warmth and love to kids who 
are in need. 

Annual Reports Due 

All boards, committees and organizations 
within the congregation are asked to prepare 
your report for the activities of this past year 
and looking ahead into the coming year.   
If possible email the reports to the church 
office, otherwise submit a written copy.  
Please submit these as soon as possible.  
Thank you. 

Poinsettias for Christmas 

The Altar Guild will be 
ordering poinsettia 
plants again this year for our 
Christmas season and St. John’s 
will be purchasing poinsettias for 
Christmas services ($13.50 each). If 
you wish to purchase a plant, make a 
donation or bring a plant from home to 
help decorate our Altar area, please fill out the 
form available on the back counter in the 
sanctuary and give it the church office by 
December 15th so it can be printed in the 
bulletin. Thank you! 

Christmas Light Display 

Have you seen Roger & Leah 
Palmer’s Christmas light display?  If 
not, you have been missing some-
thing awesome!  They have well 
over 100,000 lights with over 100 
units.  

Their address is 49307  Clover Trail 
of Rush City.  It is on the way out to 
Flickabirds  Restaurant!  

All are welcome to drive through 
their display and enjoy the       
splendor. 

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
(Students + Staff) 

Longer Look 
Bible Class 

10-27-2019 64 ----- $8,656.00 8 4 + 3 4 

11-3-2019 62 54 $3,409.27 15 4 + 3 4 

11-10-2019 40 ----- $1,702.97 9 2 + 2 3 

11-17-2019 38 37 $1,745.00 12 1 + 1 4 

11-24-2019 50 ----- $3,615.00 9 3 + 2 4 

11-27-2019 
Thanksgiving Eve 

24 -----  ----- ----- ----- 
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Choir 

St. Stephen’s Choir invites you to 
join them in choir.  Practices are on 
Friday mornings at 9:30 am at St. 
Stephen’s.  There are some St. 
John’s members who sing with the 
choir—they could use some more!  
All are welcome! 

Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, 
listen to WCMP (1350 AM or 
100.9 FM) for cancellation 
notices.   

We will also place an announcement on the 
church FaceBook page and the church 
website not less than one hour before the 
activity or event.  

The 2019 LCMS Youth Gathering had three days 
of serving others that left a powerful impact on 
the community and beyond.  The three days 
provided: 
• 1,553,379 meals prepared for Feed My 

Starving Children 
• 1,128 fleece hats made 
• 1,013 kits built for the homeless 
• 926 inches of hair donated 
• 574 veteran encouragement letters written 
• 463 units of blood donated 
• 55 LCMS Congregations, Organizations, 

Community Agencies served 
 
Awesome work! 


