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     Some time ago, I heard a lovely Christmas story about Maria, a young girl who lived on a poor family farm in a 
small village in Mexico. It was a custom in the village to glorify the Christmas season with special events to cele-
brate the birth of the Christ Child, Jesus. Everyone took part in the preparations by festively decorating the village 
church and the piazza in front of it. Even the children helped by making gifts to give to the Baby Jesus on Christ-
mas Eve. 
     Maria wanted to make a very special gift. She had helped her mother before with the loom, so she tried, on 
her own, to weave a colorful blanket. But Maria was too inexperienced and the yarns became an entangled mess. 
Maria was heartbroken. She wanted so much to be able to march in procession with the other village children, 
but she had no gift to give to the Christ Child. 
Finally it was Christmas Eve! The villagers gathered in the piazza. Some whispered that they thought they could 
hear angels singing tonight. Everyone was ready. Holding lit candles, all the villagers began to process down the 
aisle amid joyous music and singing. 
All except for Maria, who hid in the shadows, watching with tears in her eyes as the procession to the church 
started. 
     "I don’t have a gift for the Baby Jesus," she sniffled softly. "I tried and tried to make something beautiful, but 
instead I ruined it." 
Suddenly, Maria heard a voice. She looked up and saw only a bright star in the sky; it seemed to hover and shine 
over the village church. Was it this star that spoke to her? 
     "Maria," she heard the voice again, "The baby Jesus will love whatever you give because it comes from your 
heart. Love is what makes any gift special." 
     With that, Maria stepped out from the shadows. Nearby she noticed some tall green weeds. She rushed over 
and quickly filled her arms with the weeds, covering them with her manto. Then she ran swiftly to the church. 
By the time she arrived, the candles were ablaze and the children were singing as they walked down the aisle 
carrying their gifts to the Christ Child. 
     Padre Francesco placed the figure of the baby Jesus in the manger, with the children’s gifts all around it. 
Suddenly, Maria was scared when she saw all those people dressed in such beautiful clothes, and she was 
dressed so poorly. She tried to slip behind one of the big pillars, but she was too slow. Padre Francesco saw her. 
"Maria, Maria," he called out. "Hurry girl, come, bring up your gift!" 
     Maria was terrified. She wondered, "Do I run away? Do I go forward?" 
     The Padre saw her apprehension and coaxed her more gently, "Maria, come up here and see the Baby Jesus. 
There is space left for one more gift." 
     Before she could think, Maria found herself walking down the main aisle of the church. 
     "What is Maria carrying under her manto?" the villagers whispered. "Where’s her gift?" 
     Padre Francesco stepped down from the altar and walked with Maria to the Christmas crèche. Maria bowed 
her head and said a prayer then opened her manto and let the weeds tumble out. 
Voices gasped, "Look! Look at those glorious flowers!" 
Startled, Maria opened her eyes. She was stunned. For each weed was now topped with a flaming, bright, red 
star. 
     And outside, too, every weed now bore a bright red star. 
    Maria’s love had created a miracle.  

Fr. Brian Cavanaugh, TOR 
version adapted from oral tradition 
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Why Worry? 
 
 It’s panic time!  It’s nearly the end of the work week when the secretary wants an article for the 
newsletter!  I must get this done so that she can then do her work efficiently!  I get a bit down on myself when I 
make other people’s jobs more difficult because I wasn’t paying attention to the calendar… 
 
 Sound at all familiar to your life?  Perhaps you’re the secretary waiting for someone else to do their job?  
Perhaps you’re having to wait for weather or other factors beyond your control to do important things?  Or 
maybe it’s health problems, aging problems, family problems, financial problems…?  This time of the year 
(Thanksgiving, Christmas) seems to magnify everything that’s moving with difficulty. 
The following is from 49 Worship Stories for Children, by Theodore W. Schroeder, CPH © 1957, St. Louis, page 
111ff.  It is based on Mark 4:35-41. 
 
 That day when evening came, he [Jesus] said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side."  Leaving 
the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him.  A 
furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.  Jesus was in the 
stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, "Teacher, don't you care if we drown?" 
He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was 
completely calm.  He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?"  They were terrified 
and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!" (NIV) 
 
 A young man was once flying a training plane over the Gulf of Mexico.  It was beautiful flying there 
among the clouds over the quiet, blue water.  But suddenly the engine began to miss.  It stopped 5,000 feet 
above the gulf. 
The shore was too far away for the man to try to glide his plane in.  He was forced to bail out.  He jumped, pulled 
the parachute ring, and slowly floated down to the water. 
 But it was not nearly so smooth as it looked higher up.  The gulf was rolling and swelling with waves.  
The man hit the water.  He quickly got rid of his parachute before it pulled him under.  He managed, too, to get 
out of his heavy flying suit and boots. 
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 Then he started to swim to shore, which was a long, long way off.  He was never a good swimmer, and it 
was terrible fighting those waves.  He seemed to get nowhere.  He became exhausted and panicky as he shouted 
for help. 
 After half an hour he felt he had to give up.  He would sink quickly and get it over with.  “This is it.  This is 
my end,” he thought desperately.  He pictured in his mind his young wife and baby, and sobbed. 
 He stopped thrashing in the water and let his legs drop in what he thought would be his last moment.  
But suddenly his feet touched the bottom.  He found he could stand up with his chin out of the water.  He was on 
a log sand bar that stretched out far from the shoreline, as many do in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 All the time that he had been struggling the ground was only a little way below him, and he could have 
been standing up.  He needed only to wade into shore. 
Many of us are like this man.  We go through life struggling and straining, worrying and being afraid, when we do 
not need to at all.  We need only to trust and rely in God to take care of us.  The Bible says: “Underneath are His 
everlasting arms.” 
 God loves us.  Jesus loved us so much that He died for us on the cross.  He will take care of us.  Why do 
we worry and why are we afraid? 
 I know that you children worry, too, not only we grownups.  You are often afraid of the dark, afraid in a 
storm, afraid of an accident, afraid of getting hurt.  
Some of you worry about Mother or Dad or yourselves getting sick.  You worry about your school work.  You 
worry about getting left out.  Many things. 
But Jesus says: “Don’t ever worry.  God takes care of the flowers.  He will take care of you. Just trust and believe.” 
_______________________________ 
 
Wise words to children—of all ages!  I find, in that list of things children might fear at the end of Pastor 
Schroeder’s story, things that every adult also struggles with…darkness, storms, accidents, getting hurt, loved 
ones getting sick, our work—and even the FoMO (Fear of Missing Out—it’s so common there’s modern ‘slang’ for 
it!).  Still, the one who died and rose for us to bring us close to him is the one who calms the storms of our lives.  
“Be still,” Jesus says.  And it is still.  

Advent 2018 

Our Advent Worship Series this year is “God With Us”.  Each week we will   
focus on a different word picture of the coming Christ found in the poetic 
words of Isaiah.  Services are on Wednesday evenings at 7:00.  All are en-
couraged to attend as we prepare for our coming Lord. 
 Joint Advent Midweek  (all at 7:00 pm) 

    Wednesday, December 5 —St. Stephen’s-Braham        “The Potter” 
   In our worship for the first week of Advent we will remember that God is with 
   us as our Potter, who shapes us according to His will.   
      Wednesday, December 12—St. John’s-Rush City           “The Shepherd” 
   In our worship for the second week in Advent we will remember that God is 
   with us as our Shepherd, who carries us close to his heart. 
      Wednesday, December 19—St. Stephen’s-Braham       “Our Living Branch” 
   In our worship for the third week in Advent we will remember that God is with 
   us as our Living Branch, who died and rose to give us eternal life. 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer Look 
Bible Class 

10-28-2018 51 ----- $3,651.00 12 4 + 3 4 

11-4-2018 50 46 $2,166.00 11 2 + 2 4 

11-11-2018 50 ----- $1,885.00 13 2 + 1 4 

11-18-2018 51 47 $1,837.00 13 2 + 1 4 
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Missing! 
We are hoping to update the confirmation pictures and are missing a great deal of classes.  When you 
gather with your relatives this holiday season, see if anyone might have a copy of the picture and get it 
to the church office. We can scan it so that the picture can be returned.  Thank you so much!  If you 
would like to see the class lists, there is a copy to look at on the back counter in the sanctuary. 
 
The missing class pictures are: 

May 23, 1893 
April 16, 1896 
April 16, 1897 
September 24, 1899 
September 29, 1889 
September 28, 1902 
October 1, 1905 
May 31, 1907 
October 6, 1907 
October 24, 1909 
February 12, 1914 
December 5, 1915 
December 3, 1916 
December 9, 1917 
January 5, 1919 

November 30, 1919 
May 30, 1920 
December 9, 1921 
December 2, 1923 
November 28, 1925 
December 11, 1927 
April 6, 1928 
July 22, 1928 
December 15, 1929 
April 18, 1930 
May 21, 1939 
April 2, 1950 
June 17, 1956 
February 16, 1958 
June 14, 1959 

June 18, 1961 
Palm Sunday 1966 
July 14, 1966 
May 26, 1968 
June 8, 1969 
May 17, 1970 
May 5, 1974 
October 18, 1974 
January 18, 1975 
June 29, 1975 
May 18, 2003 
May 2, 2004 
May 21, 2006 
May 8, 2001 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 
Elder:  Gary Wendorf 
Altar Guild:  Lynette D., Bernice M. & Roxanne O. 
Acolyte:  Amanda Palmer 
Greeters:   
Usher Captain:  Bart McCoy 
Readers:   
 December  2 — Les Orvis 
 December  9 — Jill Erickson 
 December 12 — None Needed 
 December 16 — Bernice Moreau 
 December 23 — Diane Buehring 
 December 24 — Les Orvis 
 December 30 —Brian Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 December  2 — David Haley 
 December  9 — Roxanne Orvis 
 December 12 — David Haley 
 December 16 — Roxanne Orvis 
 December 23 — Roxanne Orvis 
 December 24 — David Haley 
 December 30 — Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 December  2 — Cindy Wendorf 
 December  9 — Sue Haley 
 December 12 — Sue Haley 
 December 16 — Cindy Wendorf 
 December 23 — Cindy Wendorf 
 December 24 — Cindy Wendorf 
 December 30 —Sue Haley 
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Prayer Group 

Please join us for our new pray-
er group as we pray for each 
other, our churches, our nation 
and the world.  Come whenever 
you can.  Each Wednesday from 4:45 –5:45 
pm at St. John’s.  All are welcome.  If you 
have a prayer request and cannot attend the 
prayer session, please send an email to: 
KariV9999@hotmail.com . 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule 

Every member of each congregation is 
encouraged to attend worship in either or both 
churches.  The schedule of services are: 

Joint Advent Midweek  (all at 7:00 pm) 
    Wednesday, December 5 —St. Stephen’s-B 
    Wednesday, December 12—St. John’s-RC 
    Wednesday, December 19—St. Stephen’s-B 

Christmas Eve 
5:00 pm – St. John’s-Rush City 
9:00 pm— St. Stephen’s-Braham 

Christmas Day 
9:00 am—St. Stephen’s-Braham 

God bless our ministry together  
with His faithful servants! 



Page 4 

December Birthdays & Anniversaries  

  7   Montgomery Palmer, Pat Senholtz 
  8 Daniel Milliman 
13 Dick Lindig  
14 Nickole Swanson 
16 Lindsey Williams 
17   Eathan Fenning 
20 Amanda Palmer 
22 Steve Rand 
24 Eric Blomquist, Taylor Schellbach 
26   Connor Bakken 

Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, 
listen to WCMP (1350 AM or 100.9 
FM) for cancellation notices.   

We will also place an 
announcement on the church 
FaceBook page and the church website not less 
than one hour before the activity or event.  

Church Decorating & Nativity Sets 
Church decorating for the 
Christmas season will be 
Sunday, December 2 right 
after church.  The more  
people we have the quicker 
and more fun it will be.  
Please consider lending a 
hand. 

If you have a nativity set that you would like 
to share with the church for the Christmas 
season, please bring it on Sunday,               

Thank You 

Thank you to all who 
helped make the fleece 
tied blankets for Foster-
ing Families.  With your 
help, we were able to make 126 quilts which 
will be given to foster kids this Christmas sea-
son.  These will be added to all the quilts that 
were made by other organizations.  Last year 
they were able to give out quilts to the 5 
county area, if not more!  This has been a 
wonderful opportunity to reach out to those 
in need so give warmth and love to kids who 
are in need. 

Annual Reports Due 

All boards, committees and organizations 
within the congregation are asked to prepare 
your report for the activities of this past year 
and looking ahead into the coming year.  
Also, financial reports need to be given. 
If possible email the reports to the church 
office, otherwise submit a written copy.  
Please submit these as soon as possible.  
Financial reports can follow later.  Thank you. 

The Altar Guild Is Looking For You  

Would you like to join three wonderful ladies 
help take care of our altar area?  The Altar 
Guild is looking for additional members to as-
sist in caring for the alter and setting up com-
munion.  Occasionally, banners are made.  
They also make sure there are altar flowers to 
adorn our chancel area.  If interested, please 
talk to Lynette Downing, Bernice Moreau or 
Roxanne Orvis. 
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Mystery Mountain Boys Christmas Concert 

Bluegrass / Country / Gospel 

December 16, 2018     3:00 PM 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

980 West 4th St.   Rush City, MN 

320-358-3623 

Proceeds supporting 

Fostering Families, Inc. 
Enhancing the lives of children and families 
by strengthening the roots of the foster care 

Poinsettias for 
Christmas 

The Altar Guild will be 
ordering poinsettia plants again 
this year for our Christmas season 
and St. John’s will be purchasing 
poinsettias for Christmas services 
($13.50 each). If you wish to purchase a 
plant, make a donation or bring a plant from 
home to help decorate our Altar area, please fill 
out the form available on the back counter in 
the sanctuary and give it the church office by 
December 16th so it can be printed in the 
bulletin. Thank you! 

Christmas Light Display 
Have you seen Roger & Leah 
Palmer’s Christmas light     
display?  If not, you have been 
missing something awesome!  
They have well over 100,000 
lights with over 100 units.  
 
Their address is 49307  Clover 
Trail of Rush City.  It is on the 
way out to Flickabirds  Restau-
rant!  
 
All are welcome to drive 
through their display and en-
joy the splendor. 


