
Youth Fruit Sale! 

The youth are selling fruit, cheeses etc. Orders and payment need to be turned in by Sunday, Novem-
ber 7.   There is a sign-up sheet on the back counter in the sanctuary. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Live in harmony with one another.  Do not be proud; instead, associate with the humble.  Do 
not be wise in your own estimation.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  Give careful thought to 
what is honorable in everyone’s eyes.  If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone. (Romans 12:16-18 CSB) 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 

We have a rare opportunity.  Not that the “event” is rare—the “event” is a difference of 
opinion between two groups—but the opportunity is rare. The opportunity we have is to show 
how we as congregations can model how Christians listen to God’s Word and work at coming 
together—to walk together—in a God-pleasing way. To follow God’s Word, we are to work 
together to live at peace with everyone. 

That doesn’t mean we won’t have conflict or disagreements as Christians.  We live as 
sinners in a sin-filled world with the trinity of evil—Satan, the world and our sinful self—
constantly attacking us to get us to not listen to God.  But we also live as saints saved by Jesus, 
filled with the Spirit, who have the very ‘ear’ of the Father in prayer so that we might listen to 
God and do that which is pleasing to him. 

So it’s not about winning when we are in a disagreement.  Romans 14:19 (CSB), So then, 
let us pursue what promotes peace and what builds up one another. When we are in 
disagreement, we don’t go after winning.  Instead, we listen to one another and try to hear what 
it is that concerns the other so that together we can pursue peace—together. 

From whence does this peace come?  Ephesians 2:4 (CSB) For he is our peace… referring 
to Jesus.  He broke down the dividing wall of hostility between God and man and between 
groups of mankind.  Romans 5:8 reminds us, “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”—
while we were still the sworn enemies of God, the Trinity made the ultimate sacrifice to make 
peace with us.  And we are to be imitators of God...so in the peace he is for us, we are to make 
the ultimate sacrifice to be at peace with one another.  In the calling to be Christians we have 
received from Holy Spirit, we “live worthy” making every effort to keep 
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:3 CSB). 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

Sunday 
School 

(Students + 
Teachers) 

9-26-2021 42 ----- $3,465.00  6 3 + 2 

10-3-2021 41 35 $1,782.51  5 4 + 3 

10-10-2021 33 ----- $2,940.00 8 6 1 + 2 

10-17-2021 40 38 $1,023.02 10 5 1 + 2 

10-24-2021 31 ----- $  525.00  1 + 2 5 
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Our opportunity to practice our Christian faith comes in the challenge presented by our two 
recent congregations’ Voters Assemblies.  One assembly has passed a budget with pastor’s 
salary at a different percentage raise than the other.  While I admit that I’m the guy who picks 
up pennies off the parking lot and puts them in the offering plate because every penny is 
valuable, still, the amount of dollars we’re talking about is relatively small, less than 1% of the 
budgets.  What’s big is who we listen to as we strive to resolve this difference.  Can we listen to 
each other’s concerns? 

I believe that our two congregations can.  We have a plan in place—that was put in place 
when we joined in a multi-congregation ministry.  We start with the Elders meeting jointly.   
Why the Elders you ask?  Because they are to be concerned about the spiritual welfare of the 
congregations—not the budget, not winning or getting “my way”, but about our spiritual 
welfare.  I hold Elders to a high standard.  Whether it be on Council or in Voters, Elders are to 
only be concerned about our faith in Jesus Christ and how we live it.  (And, once an Elder, 
always an Elder, whether or not you are serving on the Board—I hear it time and again from 
members, “Well, he served as an Elder once...”) 

So the Elders, focusing on our spiritual welfare and God’s peace among us, will respectfully 
listen to the concerns of each group of Voters.  Listening to God’s Word, they will arrive at a 
suggestion that reflects their listening.  A special Joint Council Meeting will be called, at which 
the Joint Elders suggestion is presented.  The Joint Council will then present a suggestion to 
each Voters Assembly for the voters to act on in their respective special meetings.  Thus we 
will resolve our difference. 

So, what do we do while all of this is in process?  Pray.  Talk to God about where your heart 
is and ask him to “create a clean heart” within you.  Then encourage your Elders as they get 
ready to gather.  Encourage them to lead and guide us in the way God—not in the ways of the 
world. 

 
Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

Voters Meeting Summary for 10/24/21 

11 members in attendance with Pastor. Pastor started the meeting reminding members God is always 
working within us, and we learn maturity with the trials we face. Year to date Budget is a little over 
100% We have about $10,000.00 less in income so we need to keep that in mind The loan for the park-
ing lot is all good and we applied a $1,000.00 donation already. The council approved $110,000.00 but 
we only spent about $100,000.00 the unspent loan money will be paid in November. This year we have 
had Dick Lindig’s funeral in August, Baptism in March and  confirmation in June. Attendance is still 
down from the start of Covid and people have different reasons. Elders recommended the Pastor's sal-
ary package and increase to 4 joint services a year. Les is stepping down in January. Trustees budgeted 
well and came within the dollar amounts for all the projects around the church (parking lot, concrete, 
tree, mulch by bell tower and the lights) and everything looks very nice. Mystery Mountain Boys played 
in September and it was a nice time with $1,800.00 being donated to Fostering Families. Next year 
Evangelism is thinking they will not undertake the blanket project and are looking at a different band. It 
was noted that Fostering Families is very thankful for St. John’s support. Extra Christmas cards were 
ordered since the Prison lowered the number they are requesting from 1000 down to 350. Searching 
for ideas to share them with others in the community. Another Parament Set is being ordered, Altar 
Guild is deciding between 2 designs. Anniversary committee has been underway and they have 1 rough 
design for the artwork to match the wood piece from the 125 year anniversary. Karen completed the 
rough draft of the updated color stain glass window dedication. Jody suggested it be placed in the pews 
when it is completed. Fruit sales are going on now for the youth. It helps the cost of the youth gather-
ing that will occur next July in Texas. 5 possible youth could attend for a rough cost of $8,000.00- 
$9,000.00 for 5 days. $3,600.00 is in the youth account.  The budget was discussed. Some of the chang-
es are a reduction of $700.00 to evangelism, a 5% increase to secretary salary, as she is doing so many 
more technology jobs for the service each week. Program fees increased again, but Jody needs the pro-
gram to keep the books. Janitor fees were reduced. We are paying the same amount, but we had fees 
budgeted for extra cleaning for funerals, etc. but that has not been used so it was reduced.  Les stated 
he would like to buff, strip and polish the kitchen floor sometime soon. It is looking rough. Insurance 
went up also. Next year's budget will have the parking lot payment of $823.09 per month, but 
$11,000.00 has already been paid on the loan.  The Budget was approved, with the exception of Pas-
tor's salary. It was submitted at a 2.5 % increase and after discussion with the voters it was decided 
that it should be sent back to be discussed, as the voters feel we need to take care of Pastor and a 2.5 
% increase is not enough with everything he is doing for the church. A motion was made and carried to 
get a 5% raise and send it back to the joint council. Pastor will now contact the chairman and set a 
meeting with the joint council. The last agenda item was the election of officers. Each incumbent 
agreed to accept the position. 
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Summary of October Council Meeting for 10/21/2021 

6 were in attendance, the Treasurer stated that we are at 107% of the budget  with a total income of 
$133,793.00. The backordered laptop was cancelled and re ordered from Amazon and we have re-
ceived it. A $1,000.00 donation for the paraments was received.  $500.00 dollars will be paid to Pastor 
Jastram, and we still have $1,000.00 budgeted for missions. The Council was thinking of adopting a 
family. Or more than 1 family? But we have to be aware of hurt feelings during the Christmas season. 
Pastor has a “rough” figure of sending 5 youth to the youth gathering in Texas in July. That is with both 
St. Johns and St. Stephens. Our youth has about $3,500.00 in the account. Pastor would like to see the 
2 churches build ministry together, and the best way to do that is focus on getting to know each other. 
An idea is to increase the number of services held together.  Karen did a wonderful job taking photos of 
the stained glass windows and put together a draft of the dedication pamphlet.  Pastor will be partici-
pating in a pulpit swap on Oct. 31st with Alive Lutheran. The tree was planted outside of Pastors office. 
The concrete and parking lot is completed, along with the mulch by the bell tower. Everything is look-
ing nice. The Trustees are looking at a new manger set for Christmas, the old one has worked wonder-
fully, but it is aged and starting to break, along with the weight of the pieces. Kevin noted that a door 
needs to be replaced by the education wing, the jam is rotten, prices run about $900.00. The concert 
was held  with 57 in attendance and around $1,800.00 was donated to Fostering Families.  It was dis-
cussed opening the church building to community single use events. The Boy Scouts would like to hold 
Den meetings in the building after some discussion a motion was approved to allow the Boy Scouts to 
use the church after guidelines  and boundaries are set and liability forms are signed by all Scouts and 
their families. Pastor received a gift card to Menards for Pastor appreciation. 

Looking for an Artist 
The Anniversary Committee is looking for someone who may be interested in 
designing a piece of art recognizing our 150th anniversary in 2023.  If you, a 
family member or friend is interested or has any ideas, please contact one of 
the committee members: Diane Buehring, Kay Christensen, Sue Haley, Arlen 
Peterson or Yvonne Swanson. 

Looking for Pictures 

If you have any pictures of our old church, pictures taken since our 125th 
Anniversary celebration, or anything else that the anniversary committee 
could scan and make use of for the anniversary, please contact Diane 
Buehring.  They are having a hard time finding pictures and would appre-
ciate your help.  Check with family members that may have some as well.  
Thank you! 
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Elder:  Brian Moreau 
Altar Guild:  Bernice Moreau  
Readers:   

Nov.   7:  Brian Moreau 
Nov. 14:  Jill Erickson 
Nov. 21:  Bernice Moreau 
Nov. 24 (Thanksgiving Eve):  
Nov. 28:  Diane Buehring 

PA Techs:   
Nov.   7: David Haley 
Nov. 14: Roxanne Orvis 
Nov. 21: David Haley 
Nov. 24 (Thanksgiving Eve): David Haley 
Nov. 28: Roxanne Orvis 

Musicians:   
Nov.   7:  
Nov. 14:  
Nov. 21: Cindy Wendorf 
Nov. 24 (Thanksgiving Eve):  
Nov. 28: Cindy Wendorf 

 
 
 
 

Acolytes: 
Nov.   7: Jacob Polzin 
Nov. 14: Addy Lewerenz 
Nov. 21: Addy Lewerenz 
Nov. 24 (Thanksgiving Eve): Addy Lewerenz 
Nov. 28: Elder 

PowerPoint: 
Nov.   7: Karen Peterson 
Nov. 14:  
Nov. 21: Karen Peterson 
Nov. 24 (Thanksgiving Eve): Karen Peterson 
Nov. 28:  

Counters: 
Nov.   7:  Sue Haley & Lynette Downing 
Nov. 14:  Jill Erickson & Lynette Downing 
Nov. 21:  Sue Haley & Lynette Downing 
Nov. 24 (Thanksgiving Eve): Lynette Downing 
Nov. 28:  Diane Buehring & Lynette Downing 

Rusheba/The Landing Drivers: 
Nov.   7: Arlen Peterson 
Nov. 14:  
Nov. 21:  
Nov. 28:  

To the members of St John’s:  Thank you ever so much for the “Pastor Appreciation 
Gift”.  It is great!  For those of you not in the “know”, it is a gift card to Menards. Now 
I just have to decide if you’d rather be known for sheet rock, lighting fixtures, elec-
trical wiring or bathroom fixtures…    As I said on Sunday, I do know that the 
members of St John’s appreciates their pastor.  I can recognize it in many ways—
but the gift is also very nice.  Thank you!  Pastor  



Birthdays & Anniversaries  

  1 Deanna Scheff 
10 Abby Aagaard 
15 Tim Heinrich  
17 Bob Downing 
18 Jacob Polzin 
19 Becky Garey 
20 Ione Erickson 
21 Brian Moreau 
22 Lexi Rognstad 
23 Nate Wendorf 
29 Jeff Erickson 

Our Radio Broadcast 
Our worship service is now broadcast on KBEK 95.5 FM radio 
from 9:00-9:30 am.  The service will be edited to 30 minutes for 
the radio.  The entire service will continue to be available on our 
website.  We will continue to have a one week delay of the ser-
vice in the broadcast.  KBEK radio has a larger broadcast area 
than WCMP.  Basically it covers from McGrath to Forest Lake and 

just about to St. Cloud to Fredrick, WI.  Please pass on this information to your family and friends that 
listen to our service, or who may begin to listen.   

Thanksgiving Worship  

Celebrate our National Day of 
Thanksgiving either at St. John’s-
Rush City on Wednesday, Nov. 
24 at 7:00 pm or on Thursday, 
Nov. 25 at 9:00 am at St. 
Stephen’s-Braham. Please join 
us in worship at either church to give thanks and 
praise to our Lord from whom comes every good and 
perfect gift.  Worshipers who attend either service are 
invited to bring food shelf donations which will be 
delivered to the local food shelves. 

Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, listen to 
WCMP (1350 AM or 100.9 FM) for 
cancellation notices.  We will also place 
an announcement on the church 
FaceBook page and the church website 
not less than one hour before the activity or event.  

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Turn your clocks back 1 hour for 

Sunday, November 7. 

St. Stephen’s Quilting Group  
Holding Silent Quilt Auction 
Begins: Sunday, November 21 
Ends: Sunday, December 19 

 
A gift for Christmas 
A gift for a Birthday 

Or just for a cold winter day 
 

Funds raised will be used for supporting 
the WOST (LWML) Group in their  

various missions throughout the year.   
 

St. John’s is welcome to offer bids.  A 
great time to see the quilts would be at 

the Advent Service held at  
St. Stephen’s on December 8. 

As we begin to make preparations for Advent, 
please keep in mind our Advent Service sched-
ule.  Each service begins at 7:00 pm and will al-
ternate between the two churches.  All are wel-
come to each service. 

Wednesday, December   1: at St. John’s 
Wednesday, December   8: at St. Stephen’s 
Wednesday, December 15: at St. John’s 

Volunteer Needed For 
An Occasional Tuesday 
Afternoon 
We are in need of someone 
who would be willing to pick 
up donated food at the 
church and bring to the food 
shelf in Rush City on Tuesdays around 2:00 pm.  
We don’t have food given every week, so it 
would not be every Tuesday.  If interested, 
please call the church office.  Thank you! 

Christmas Shopping Through Amazon? 

If you are going to be ordering through Amazon, please consider St John’s as a  
recipient of .5% of your purchases.  It doesn’t cost you anything and we get money 
from Amazon Smiles!  Here is the address to put into your browser for you to   
support St. John’s: 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-6153380 

Looking for Volunteers 

We are lining up volunteers to pick up our mem-
bers at The Landing and Rusheba Station (at 8:30 
on Sunday mornings and then bring them back 
following the worship service.  There are 3-4  
people needing rides. If you would like to sign up 
for a given Sunday, please add your information 
to the signup chart on the counter at the back of 
the sanctuary or call the church office.  We are 
hoping to get several people who will take turns 
to do this. 

Many thanks to Rick Friday and Gary Wendorf 
for the great job of mowing the lawn this   
summer! 


