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St. John’s Lutheran Church

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
980 West Fourth Street
P.O. Box 368
Rush City, MN 55069

A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
400 SE 8th Street
Braham, MN 55006

Just for fun!

Secretary: Char Renstrom
Secretary: Karen Peterson
Church
Phone/Fax:
(320) 396-3103
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623
Church
Email:
ststephens1913@msn.com
Church Email: stjohns@midco.net
Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org
Normal Office Hours:
Normal Office Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 1-4 pm
Rev.
Tim
Renstrom
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm
Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382
Email: stmypastor@hotmail.com

November 2018
Paradoxical Living
In my old Webster’s dictionary, ‘paradox’ is defined as “a statement that is seemingly
contradictory or opposed to common sense and yet is perhaps true.” St. Paul struggled to explain the
paradox a Christian finds her/himself in with these words from Romans 7:15-24 (NIV):
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I
do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who
do it, but it is sin living in me. For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my
sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For I do not do
the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do-- this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I
do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. So I find this
law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I
delight in God's law; but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a wretched man I
am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?
Pastor Jeff Lee, MN North District Mission and Ministry Facilitator identified these paradoxes in
his monthly enews letter:
The paradox of our time in history is that
We have taller buildings, but shorter tempers; Wider freeways, but narrower view points;
We spend more, but have less; We buy more, but enjoy it less.
We have bigger houses and smaller families; More conveniences, but less time;
We have more degrees, but less sense; More knowledge but less judgment;
More experts, but more problems; More medicine, but less wellness.
We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values.
Continued on next page
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We talk too much, love too seldom, and hate too often.
We've learned how to make a living, but not a life; We've added years to life, not life to years.
We've been all the way to the moon and back,
But have trouble crossing the street to meet the new neighbor.
We've conquered outer space, but not inner space; We've cleaned up the air, but polluted the soul;
We've split the atom, but not our prejudice.
We have higher incomes, but lower morals; We've become long on quantity, but short on quality.
These are the times of tall men, and short character; Steep profits, and shallow relationships.
These are the times of world peace, but domestic warfare;
More leisure, but less fun; More food, but less nutrition.
These are days of two incomes, but more divorce; Of fancier houses, but broken homes.
Pastor Lee continues: “According to Snopes, the actual author is Dr. Bob Moorehead, who was a
pastor. A man whose life should have been centered on bringing the love of Christ to those around
him. But, Dr. Bob Moorehead turned out to be a pastor that was a sexual molester of male members
in his congregation. He quickly resigned when 17 allegations of abuse surfaced in 1997. I guess it is just
one more item to chalk up to the ‘paradox’.”
In the 1500’s, Martin Luther struggled with the same questions. He became convinced that the
Bible holds two truths about us simultaneously: We are saint and sinner at the same time. Saint,
because we are saved by Jesus. Sinner, because, even though we have been saved, our sinful nature
still leads us to sin.
So what’s the answer? Verse 25 of our reading above gives it to us: “Thanks be to God, who
delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in
my sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.” We are turned to our deliverer and accept his deliverance
from this paradoxical life. He is our only hope. And he has come down to rescue us.

Page 7

Thanksgiving & Advent Worship
Every member of each congregation is encouraged to attend worship in either or both churches. The
schedule of services are:
Thanksgiving Eve -- 7:00 pm at St. John’s-Rush City
Thanksgiving Day – 9:00 am at St. Stephen’s-Braham
Joint Advent Midweek (all at 7:00 pm)
Wednesday, December 5 —St. Stephen’s-Braham
Wednesday, December 12—St. John’s-Rush City
Wednesday, December 19—St. Stephen’s-Braham

God bless our ministry together
with His faithful servants!

Mystery Mountain Boys Christmas Concert
Bluegrass / Country / Gospel
December 16, 2018

3:00 PM

Pastor Tim J. Renstrom

St. John’s Lutheran Church
980 West 4th St. Rush City, MN
320-358-3623
Proceeds supporting

Fostering Families, Inc.

Enhancing the lives of children and families
by strengthening the roots of the foster car
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION

GOODIES!
The youth from St. John’s and St.
Stephen’s are going to the National
Youth Gathering next summer.
Although the gathering is in
Minnesota, it will still cost money
for the convention and housing.
Please consider helping them with
the following sale.
They are selling beef sticks, sausage, spreadable/cutable or string
cheeses, nuts with or without chocolate and boxes of assorted fruits:
grapefruit, oranges,
apples, pears and
even pineapple.
The items will be delivered in time for Christmas.
Purchase some for yourself and for your loved ones,
teachers, neighbors and anyone whom you would like
to share this awesome food with.
Contact Amanda or Montgomery Palmer, Kay
Christensen or the church office to place your orders.

Offering

Rise & Shine
Bible Study

(Students + Staff)

Longer Look
Bible Class

Week of

Communed

9-30-2018

44

-----

$3,552.74

14

2+2

4

10-7-2018

48

43

$1,752.00

13

1+2

3

10-14-2018

68

-----

$3,537.00

5+2

4

10-21-2018

55

47

$1,720.00

4+3

3

9

Sunday School

Find us on the internet at:
Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org
Pictures of events, announcements, links to
various helpful places, the newsletters and
calendars, and our weekly sermons can be
found on the website. Check it out!
Worship on the radio!

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ
Worship
Attendance

are expressed to:
* those who serve
weekly in worship:
pastor, musicians,
lay readers, ushers,
greeters, PA
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild.
* those who counted and posted the offerings.
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday
mornings.
* those who mowed the lawn.
* those who tend to the garden areas.
* those who faithfully serve on the council,
committees and boards.
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter.
* our gracious God who makes all these things
possible through the priceless gift of His Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

If you are unable to attend worship
either at St. John’s or St.
Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can
still hear the service! The service
is taped at the 8:45 am worship
service at St. John’s and broadcast at 11:00 am
on WCMP 106.5 FM or 1350 AM out of Pine
City.
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s
website under the Connect / Listen To the

This Month’s Worship Assistants
Elder: Bob Downing
Altar Guild: Bernice Moreau
Acolyte: Montgomery Palmer
Greeters: Bart & Tracy McCoy
Usher Captain: Gary Scheff
Readers:
November 4 — Les Orvis
November 11 — Bernice Moreau
November 18 — Brian Moreau
November 21 — Les Orvis
November 25 —
PA Techs:
November 4 — Roxanne Orvis
November 11 — Jerry Lawman
November 18 — David Haley
November 21 — David Haley
November 25 — Roxanne Orvis
Musicians:
November 4 — Sue Haley
November 11 — Cindy Wendorf
November 18 — Sue Haley
November 21 — Cindy Wendorf
November 25 — Cindy Wendorf
Devotional Opportunities

The Lutheran Hour
Sundays at 6:05 am
on WCCO 830 AM)

Worldwide KFUO.org
The Messenger of Good News

Weekdays @ 11am (CT) on
your Lutheran Radio Station:
www.KFUO.org

A place for Great Talk
& Great Sacred Music
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Prayer Group
Please join us for our new prayer
group as we pray for each other,
our churches, our nation and the
world. Come whenever you can.
Each Wednesday from 4:45 –
5:45 pm at St. John’s. All are
welcome.

1
10
15
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
29

New Janitor

Rush City Community Thanksgiving Dinner

We would like to welcome
Les Orvis to the staff as our
new janitor. Thank you to
Jerry Lawman for his
service as janitor.

The Rush City churches
are again sponsoring a
free community Thanksgiving dinner at the
Rushseba Town Hall on
Thursday, November 22
from 11 am—1 pm. Carry
-out meals and home delivery will also be available.

November Birthdays & Anniversaries

Thanksgiving Worship

Deanna Scheff
Abby Aagaard
Tim Heinrich
Bob Downing
Jacob Polzin
Becky Garey
Ione Erickson
Brian Moreau
Lexi Rognstad
Nate Wendorf
Jeff Erickson

Celebrate our National Day
of Thanksgiving either at St.
John’s-Rush City on
Wednesday, November 21
at 7:00 pm or on Thursday,
November 22 at 9:00 am at
St. Stephen’s-Braham.
Please join us in worship at either church to
give thanks and praise to our Lord from whom
comes every good and perfect gift. Worshipers
who attend either service are invited to bring
food shelf donations which will be delivered to

Winter Weather Cancellations
In the event of winter storms,
listen to WCMP (1350 AM or
100.9 FM) for cancellation
notices.
We will also place an announcement on the
church FaceBook page and the church
website not less than one hour before the
activity or event.
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Choir
St. Stephen’s Choir invites you to
join them in choir. Practices are on
Friday mornings at 9:30 am at St.
Stephen’s. There are some St.
John’s members who sing with the
choir—they could use some more!
All are welcome!

If anyone would like to help either before the event
or during the event, please contact Ilene Olson at
(320) 358-4406 or email her at ileneoh@gmail.com.
They will need people to help prepare or serve the
meal, as well as help with delivery of meals to
those who are unable to attend the meal.

Congratulations to our
new officers and board members!
At our October 21 Quarterly Voters’ Assembly,
the following people were elected into office or
onto a board for a two year term. These terms
will begin January 2019.
President: Arlen Peterson
Secretary of Council: Lynette Downing
Elders: Les Orvis & Bob Downing
Trustees: Kevin Garey & Ray Polzin
Education: Bonnie Swanson & Karen Peterson
Missions/Evangelism: Jessica Nelson, Jeanette
Polzin, Ray Polzin & Carol Werlein
Youth: Kay Christensen & Jessica Nelson
Fellowship: Kay Christensen, Karen Peterson,
Bonnie Swanson & Carol Werlein

And for a one year term onto the Cemetery
Board: Kay Christensen, Kevin Garey, Carl
Heinrich, Judy Allen-Huston, Eric Nelson,
Jessica Nelson & Gary Wendorf.
Thank you to all who have given me cards
or gifts for Pastor Appreciation Month.
Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.

Pastor Tim Renstrom

Thank you to our outgoing members whose
terms will end at the end of December.
Secretary of Council: Carol Werlein
Trustees: Arlen Peterson & Gary Scheff
Fellowship: Jessica Nelson

Another Opportunity to Tie Fleece Blankets for Fostering Families, Inc.
As our deadline of November 11 quickly approaches for the Fleece
Blankets for Fostering Families, Inc. there is another opportunity to
help. This time we will be gathering at St. Stephen’s on Saturday,
November 3 from 9:00 am—4:00 pm. Come anytime during that
time to help out! These blankets are easy to make, but we need
people to help. Please join us in fellowship and craftiness!

