
What is the meaning behind the Luther Rose? 

Here is how Luther himself explained its meaning: 

First, there is a black cross in a heart that remains its natural color. This is to remind me that it is faith 
in the Crucified One that saves us. Anyone who believes from the heart will be justified (Romans 10:10). 
It is a black cross, which mortifies and causes pain, but it leaves the heart its natural color. It doesn’t 
destroy nature, that is to say, it does not kill us but keeps us alive, for the just shall live by faith in the 
Crucified One (Romans 1:17). The heart should stand in the middle of a white rose. This is to show that 
faith gives joy, comfort, and peace—it puts the believer into a white, joyous rose. Faith does not give 
peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27). This is why the rose must be white, not red. White is 
the color of the spirits and angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). This rose should stand in a sky-blue 
field, symbolizing that a joyful spirit and faith is a beginning of heavenly, future joy, which begins now, 
but is grasped in hope, not yet fully revealed. Around the field of blue is a golden ring to symbolize that 
blessedness in heaven lasts forever and has no end. Heavenly blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy 
and better than any possessions, just as gold is the most valuable and precious metal. 

(From: Letter from Martin Luther to Lazarus Spengler, July 8, 1530 [WA Br 5:445]; tr. P. T. McCain) 
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Just to Test the Waters… 

I recently attended a conference during which the presenter, an LCMS pastor (the Rev. Paul 
Dare), presented his work, a Bible Study on “Christians in a Woke World: A Call to Courage, 
Confession, and Love”.  In listening to the presentation, I found that I was/am not nearly as 
informed as I thought I was!  Let me quote to you from the Bible study’s introduction: 

Systemic racism, privilege, political correctness, woke, anti-racist, social justice are 
common words in the world today.  What comes to mind when you hear them?  Are you 
able to accurately define them? 

Does the world seem to be more divided along the lines of race, gender, religion, and 
income? 

Would you agree that trust in societal institutions such as religion, education, marriage, 
media and family is diminishing? 

Does it seem to you that young people are often losing their Christian faith while 
attending college? 

Do you think people desire to be considered a victim or part of a victim group? 
To understand our world and answer these questions, a Christian in today’s America 

must understand the new Marxism, which is often called Cultural Marxism (defined as “the 
ideology of Marxism as it is applied to the culture rather than economic status or class”). 

 
If there is enough interest in our congregations, I’d like to work through this Bible study in each 

of our locations.  The “rules of engagement” would be that we stay out of the politics while doing 
a Christian analysis of a political ideology...in other words, no “blue” or “red” party 
conversations—they are out of bounds.  We would look to understand things through our 
Christian worldview...asking “What does God say?  What does His Word say?” 

If we are to do this Bible study, we would need to really work on having 

October 2021 

Continued on next page 



A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

Sunday 
School 

(Students + 
Teachers) 

8-29-2021 35 ----- $1,735.00 8 6 ----- 

9-5-2021 38 37 $1,405.00   ----- 

9-12-2021 43 ----- $1,483.00  6 3 + 3 

9-19-2021 33 31 $1,725.00 8 4 1 + 2 
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and showing respect to our fellow participants.  As it says in Colossians 3:12, “put on… 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.”  The group has to open to all 
sorts of questions, even those questions we can’t quite figure out how to ask—and they come out 
wrong. 

I think the Bible study would be helpful for all of us because it will cause us to look and dig 
deeply into our Christian faith and be led by God, through his Word, to apply our faith to our 
everyday lives.  I look forward to the opportunity to lead it. 

So...all of that said, what do you think?  Is there enough interest in our congregations to set 
aside time to consistently attend about 10 weeks of Bible study?  Some at St John’s have 
suggested holding the class there on Wednesday evenings between Christmas and Ash 
Wednesday.  How about at St Stephen’s?  When would be a good time for us to gather in Braham? 
What other times would work in either of our communities?  Please give me some feedback. 

I know that some will suggest that we hold this Bible study on Sunday morning before worship.  
The elders and I think it would be best if the pastor leads this study.  That said, I can’t do it at St 
Stephen’s before worship, and, at St John’s, before worship is too early in the morning for many to 
be able to participate.  So I’m looking for your feedback for other times.  Please talk to me, leave 
me a note, send me an email...whatever way you choose to communicate will be good.   

 
Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

Do You Shop Amazon? 

Amazon Smile is a simple way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you 
shop.  Once you sign-up at the link below, AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to 
us.  It is simple and is another way to support your church! If you choose to do this, please use this link 
listed below to order from Amazon and a percentage of your purchase will automatically come to us.                   

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-6153380 

Our Radio Broadcast is Changing! 
For October 3 our broadcast will still be on WCMP, but then on 
Sunday, October 10 our worship service will begin to be broad-
cast on KBEK 95.5 FM radio from 9:00-9:30 am.  The service will 
be edited to 30 minutes for the radio.  The entire service will con-
tinue to be available on our website.  We will continue to have a 
one week delay of the service in the broadcast.  KBEK radio has a 
larger broadcast area than WCMP.  Basically it covers from 
McGrath to Forest Lake and just about to St. Cloud to Fredrick, 
WI.  Please pass on this information to your family and friends 
that listen to our service, or who may begin to listen.   
 
For those that would like to continue to hear 
the entire service, it will still be available in it’s 
entirety on our website,  
http://www.stjohnsrushcity.org/connect/listen-
to-the-sermons. 
 

Thank You 

The benefit concert for Fostering Families was a great event! With the contributions from those who 
attended and the church we were able to present Fostering Families $1,981 as well as 114 tied quilts 
which will be given to foster children at Christmas time.  The Mystery Mountain Boys entertained us 
on a beautiful day. Thank you to all who helped in any way to make this another great event to sup-
port Fostering Families. 



The Parking Lot is Paved! 

Longer Look Bible Study Making a Move! 

The Monday morning Bible class known as Longer Look is 
moving their 10:00 am class to Rusheba Station as of Oc-
tober 4. They will continue to study the lessons that will 
be covered during the next Sunday’s worship service.  All 
are welcome.  When you get to Rusheba Station you will 
be asked to wear a mask and sign in at the from desk.  
They will direct you to the room where the class will be 
held.  If you have any questions, please contact Jill Erick-
son or Brian Moreau who are the co-leaders. 

Looking for an Artist 
The Anniversary Committee is looking for someone who may be interested in 
designing a piece of art recognizing our 150th anniversary in 2023.  If you, a 
family member or friend is interested or has any ideas, please contact one of 
the committee members: Diane Buehring, Kay Christensen, Arlen Peterson or 
Yvonne Swanson. 

Looking for Pictures 

If you have any pictures of our old church, or anything else 
that the anniversary committee could scan and make use of 
for the anniversary, please contact Diane Buehring.  They are 
having a hard time finding pictures and would appreciate your 
help.  Check with family members that may have some as well.  
Thank you! 

Summary of September Council Meeting  

11 in attendance, boards were represented at the 
meeting to cover any budget concerns/ project 
wishes for the future. The budget is at 108% so we 
are over 8% at this point. Same as last month. Total 
income is $88,211.00. $62.00 from Amazon Smiles 
and Jody encouraged everyone to use it as it is free 
money for us.  There was also a $1,000.00 dona-
tion for the parking lot that was already made as a 
payment in September along with our first pay-
ment.. Confirmation has started again with 1 stu-
dent. The elders have been discussing Pastors sala-
ry and have recommended a 5% raise to keep with 
the cost of inflation. The trustees have been fo-
cused on the parking lot but continue to work on 
smaller projects like the door seals, mulch by the 
sign and the shelf. Progress is being made on all of 
these updates. Sunday School has started again, 
Kay, Karen and Jess are sharing the responsibilities. 
The card mission is underway with the prison only 
needing about 300 of them, looking at group 
homes and other recipients for the remaining 1000 
cards. Concert and blankets are to benefit Foster-
ing Families. 114 blankets were made and the con-
cert will be held 9/18. Evangelism will write a 
check for $1000.00 from the concert budget for 
Fostering Families along with the donations collect-
ed. LWML will be holding a rally in October and 
would like to open the church to community edu-
cation events which will help with outreach. Anni-
versary committee is looking to update the 125th 
anniversary information but is running into dead 
ends with the historical society. They are still look-
ing for an artist to help with some ideas. Karen ap-
proached Sgt. Foster about what is needed for 
emergency preparedness at the church. It seems 
that every year at the fair, threatening storms are a 
concern and the church is opened to the communi-
ty.  If power is lost we don’t have any emergency 
lights. A Grant could possibly be found to help with 
expenses if this was installed. 
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Elder:  Bob Downing 
Altar Guild:  Roxanne Orvis  
Readers:   
 Oct.   3: Diane Buehring 
 Oct. 10: Jill Erickson 
 Oct. 17: Brian Moreau 
 Oct. 24: Jill Erickson 
 Oct. 31: Brian Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 Oct.   3: David Haley 
 Oct. 10: Roxanne Orvis 
 Oct. 17: David Haley 
 Oct. 24: Roxanne Orvis 
 Oct. 31: David Haley 
Musicians:   
     Oct.   3:  
 Oct. 10: Cindy Wendorf 
 Oct. 17: Cindy Wendorf 
 Oct. 24:  
 Oct. 31:  Cindy Wendorf 
Acolytes: 
        Oct.   3: Addy Lewerenz 
 Oct. 10: Jacob Polzin 
 Oct. 17: Elder 
 Oct. 24: Elder 
 Oct. 31: Addy Lewerenz 
Counters: 
  Oct.   3: D. Buehring & L. Downing 
 Oct. 10: J. Erickson & L. Downing 
 Oct. 17: S. Haley & L. Downing 
 Oct. 24: J. Erickson & L. Downing 
 Oct. 31: S. Haley & L. Downing     
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Birthdays & Anniversaries  

1 Scott Friday 
3 Ethan Aagaard 
6 Hayden Milliman, Gary Wendorf 
9 Lois Rechtzigel  
12 Addison Lewerenz 
15 Les Orvis 
16 Diane Buehring 
17 Ray Polzin 
20 Colleen Rand 
21 Hailey Volk 
22 Ray & Jeanette Polzin 
31 Denise Olson 

Bag to Benches Program — ALL ITEMS MUST BE CLEAN 

    Collection Sites are Chuckers Bowl, Rush City Hall, Perreault Chiropractic, Positively 4th Street, Rush 
City Liquors, VFW. 
    Items they are collecting to make the benches are: plastic grocery bags, bread bags, bubble wrap, 
dry cleaning bags, newspaper wrap, ice bags, plastic shipping envelopes, clean zip lock reusable stor-
age bags, cereal bags, case overwraps, salt bags, plastic wrap & stretch film, wood pallet bags, & pro-
duce bags. 
    Items NOT being collected are: frozen food bags, candy bar wrappers, chip bags, net or mesh pro-
duce bags, mulch or soil bags, six-pack rings, PPE gloves, masks or protective wear, pool     covers, lam-
ination film shiny crinkly films like floral wrap.  

Voters Assembly 
Sunday, October 24 

4:00 pm 

Portals of Prayer 

The October—December Portals of Prayer 
are available for you!  Stop by and pick up a 
few for yourself as well as friends neighbors 
and family members! 

October is a month set aside to thank our 
faithful shepherds in our churches and to 
acknowledge the tremendous contribution 
of—and pressures facing—religious leaders 
today. You are invited to show your appre-
ciation, thanking Pastor Renstrom for his 
sacrificial dedication, spiritual teaching and 
wise counsel.  Encourage him with your 
prayers, attendance in worship and Bible 
study not only in October but all year 
‘round.   
 
Let’s Pray:     Gracious Lord and Shepherd 
grant to Pastor Renstrom and all church 
workers, entrusted with special responsibil-
ities among Your people, zeal and faithful-
ness to perform their tasks for building up 
Your Church, bringing glory to Your saving 
name. For You live and reign with the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

Thank you, Pastor Renstrom 
for all you do for us!   


