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Media Ministry 
 

RADIO: 
St. John’s/St. Stephen’s Sunday morning worship 
service is broadcast on WCMP 106.5 FM & 1350 AM 
out of Pine City around  11:00 a.m. Sunday mornings.  
 

VIDEO AND AUDIO: 
www.stjohnsrushcity.org   

www.ststephensbraham.org 
Both websites have a short version of the service  

with the sermon.   
On the St. John’s website, click on “Connect” and 
then “Listen to the Sermon”  All previous services are 
available there as well.  
 
It is also on our Facebook page (SJLCRushCity).  The 
service is usually posted on Saturday night. 
 

TV: 
Main Street Living  

Media Ministry with a message for the world. 
Airs on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. on WFTC 
channel 29/9-2.   From 9:00–9:30 a.m. is “This Is the 
Life” and from 9:30-10:00 a.m. is a worship service 
by local area LCMS Pastors.  If you are unable to get 
it on your TV, you can catch it on their web page at 
www.mainstreetliving.com.  In the upper right 
corner, select your location that you would like to 
view. 

October is a month set aside to thank our 
faithful shepherds in our churches and to 
acknowledge the tremendous contribution 
of—and pressures facing—religious leaders 
today. You are invited to show your 
appreciation, thanking Pastor Renstrom for his 
sacrificial dedication, spiritual teaching and 
wise counsel.  Encourage him with your 
prayers, attendance in worship and Bible study 
not only in October but all year ‘round.   
 
Let’s Pray:     Gracious Lord and Shepherd 
grant to Pastor Renstrom and all church 
workers, entrusted with special responsibilities 
among Your people, zeal and faithfulness to 
perform their tasks for building up Your 
Church, bringing glory to Your saving name. 
For You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thank you, Pastor Renstrom 
for all you do for us!   

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Question:  How Do You Treat the Landowner’s Representative? 
 

Jesus tells a parable in Matthew 21:33-46. Please take a moment and read it now.  I’ll wait for you to 
look it up...really...thanks! 

 
I was going to use this as a sermon text in one of our upcoming services, but decided that this could 

also be useful as a newsletter article.  So the question above is asked of you...how do you treat the 
landowners representative? 

Jesus is clearly talking directly to the chief priests and Pharisees.  Our text indicates this.  But he is 
also talking to us.  A parable is “an earthly story with a heavenly meaning”—a story to give us 
understanding for living our lives on the basis of God’s expectations.  In this parable we could be the 
tenant farmers—who leased the vineyard.  In other words, as we  live in this world, we simply rent our 
space from our creator God for the short time that we are here.  We are expected to maintain it, to 
farm it, to gain a living from it, to help others from it, and to return to the landowner—God—his 
portion: his ‘rent’.    

All of which brings up another question: How good are you at recognizing that you are only a lessee 
of the property which you manage in this life?  Or are you like most of us and consider everything 
‘mine’ (like the seagulls in “Finding Nemo”)? 

It is important that we are not owners...it is actually a gospel (good news) thing.  If we were owners, 
all of our screw-ups, all of our mistakes, all of our bad decisions would be permanent and we would 
destroy the place where we live.  But, because God is the landowner, He continues to repair our 
devastation for all the ‘future generations’, until the return of Christ and Judgment Day. 

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, how do we treat God’s representatives who come to collect His fruit?  
You may be asking me, “What do I owe him?  I want to pay, but I don’t know how?”  The Old 
Testament has an entire list to help us to understand the answer to that question, but I like the 
simplicity of the New Testament answer:  “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7) and, as Paul 
spoke about the Macedonian churches, “During a severe trial brought about by 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

8-30-2020 28 ----- $3,466.00 No class No class 5 

9-6-2020 35 34 $1,360.00 No class No class No class 

9-13-2020 34 ----- $2,671.00 6 2 + 1 4 

9-20-2020 37 35 $1,980.00 11 2 + 1 4 
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affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their 
part.  I can testify that, according to their ability…” (2 Corinthians 8:2-3).  So we pay our ‘rent’ 
cheerfully according to our ability. 

Old Lutheran stewardship talks about that we owe God’s representatives “time, talent, and 
treasure.” So, as they come to collect, we look at ourselves and we ask how we can cheerfully and 
according to our ability answer these questions: 

• What portion of my time do I pay back to God—or do I beat the servants who come asking?  
(Time in serving people and institutions, but also time in Bible study and devotions.) 

• What portion of my talent that God has given me do I pay back to God—or is it just mine to 
serve me in my interests for my prosperity? (Talents used in the Church, but also time used in 
just being a Christian friend to listen or be present.) 

• What portion of my treasure do I pay to God’s representatives?  Do I give all that I ‘owe’ Him? 
 

While we pay our ‘rent’ in the variety of ways indicated above, we also pay our ‘rent’ as we give 
forgiveness to those around us, both when they have sinned against us and when they simply need to 
hear the forgiveness of God that is theirs through Jesus. 

There are so many options!  But none of this matters without faith.  Arguably, the greatest debt we 
owe our landowner God is faith—to believe that God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him has eternal life.  And this faith comes from hearing the Word of the promise.  
And this faith comes from the work of the Holy Spirit given us through Word and Baptism. 

We believe.  We sin.  We are forgiven.  We believe.  We examine ourselves and, by the grace of 
God, are constantly re-answering the question: How do I treat the landowner’s representative—or, 
better said—how do I treat the landowner’s Son?  We change our answer from, “Death to the Son!” to 
“I believe!  Help me believe better!”  And in the grace of God, he does.  Amen. 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Bob Downing 
Altar Guild: Roxanne Orvis 
Usher Captains:  Bart McCoy 
Readers:   
 October   4 — Diane Buehring 
 October 11 — Bernice Moreau 
 October 18 — Brian Moreau 
 October 25 — Jill Erickson 
Musicians: 
 October   4 —  
 October 11 —  
 October 18 —  
 October 25 —  
Acolytes: 
 October   4 — Jacob Polzin 
 October 11 — Addy Lewerenz 
 October 18 — Abby Peterson 
 October 25 — Addy Lewerenz 
PA Techs:   
 October   4 — David Haley 
 October 11 — Roxanne Orvis 
 October 18 — David Haley 
 October 25 — Roxanne Orvis 
Counters: 
 October   4 — Lynette Downing 
 October 11 — Lynette Downing 
 October 18 — Lynette Downing 
 October 25 — Lynette Downing 
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October Birthdays & Anniversaries  

1 Scott Friday 
3 Ethan Aagaard 
6 Hayden Milliman, Gary Wendorf 
9 Lois Rechtzigel  
12 Addison Lewerenz 
15 Les Orvis 
16 Diane Buehring 
17 Ray Polzin 
20 Colleen Rand 
21 Hailey Volk 
22 Ray & Jeanette Polzin 
26 Diane Volk 
31 Denise Olson 

If you have been having a problem 
with your key sticking in the front 
door lock, please talk to Ray Polzin.   

Quarterly Voters Assembly 
Sunday, October 25 

4:00 pm 

Portals of Prayer 

The October—December Portals of Prayer 
are available for you!  Stop by and pick up a 
few for yourself as well as friends neighbors 
and family members! 


