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On Being Present 
Most of you already know this...I believe I’ve mentioned it a number of times...I enjoy watching 

people.  In fact, it’s about the only thing I enjoy about flying.  I’d get back into a corner and watch 
people from all cultures...macro, mini and micro...and watch them interact with ‘the airport’, with the 
horde of people coming through the crowd, and with their friends and family. It was a unique learning 
experience! 

Did I tell you that it’s likely been over 10 years since I’ve flown?  Things have changed.  It’s not 
as much fun anymore...the reason?  The wonderful invention referred to as the ‘smart phone.’  More 
and more people of all different groups are joining the ‘head bowed to the glass screen’ culture, 
oblivious to the world around them.   

Are they present?  In a way, one could argue, they are.  They are present with those with 
whom they are interacting on the other end of the invisible cable, even as they are not present with 
those they with whom they are bumping elbows.   

Does it matter?  I don’t know… 
Are we ‘present’ with those by whom we are surrounded?  We are called to be Christians, 

called by Word and Sacrament to agape—unconditional, other centered, always serving others—love.  
It’s the whole “Love your neighbor as yourself” command.  Can we live the love to which we have been 
called if we are not ‘present’ with those who surround us? 

I have to honestly say that I am not always present.  And I can honestly say that, from time to 
time, the glass screen culture captured me, too!  It is amazing how, even on vacation, when that little 
box buzzes, we have to answer, or at least glance at it, for fear we might miss out on something!  I am 
not writing about a culture that I stand above and look down upon.  I am writing about a culture that I 
am within and of which I have been a part for over 20 years. 

Present...It was a third of the theme for the National Youth Gathering that eight of us went to 
this summer.  One presenter that some of our youth went to see—an NBA 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
(Students + Staff) 

Longer Look 
Bible Class 

9-1-2019 38 36 $1,420.00 9 No Class 4 

9-8-2019 62 ----- $2,725.00 14 4 + 3 3 

9-15-2019 50 44 $1,520.00 8 7 + 3 3 

9-22-2019 55 ----- $1,858.41 9 3 + 2 5 
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professional—equated it to being “where your feet are”.  There is a time to be on the phone texting 
important information.  There is a time to be in conversation with someone on a phone.  There is also a 
time to set that stuff down and to be present with someone in the same room or the same building as 
you are.   

But glass screens aren’t our only distraction to being present.  Maybe it is some other 
electronic device, like a TV.  Maybe it’s a situation.  Maybe it’s a thousand other distractions that lead 
us to not be present with others...or ourselves.  How many times do we engage in a conversation...and 
can’t wait for it to end?  That’s not being present!  How many times do we ask someone, “How are 
you?”, and don’t listen to the answer? Or hope they don’t answer truthfully? 

Some don’t like to be alone with our self.  The worries, the struggles or everyday life are easier 
to deal with when one is not present. 

On another level, how many believers are truly present with God?  How many times are we 
“where our feet are” in worship?  In prayer?  In meditation?  How many times are we presenting 
solutions to God for our situations rather than listening for him?  Or planning our afternoon? Or 
preparing Sunday afternoon activities?  How many times are we going through the motions rather than 
gladly hearing and learning God’s Word? 

God tells us to “be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).  And he tells us “I am with you 
always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).  Our God who forgives our sins and sinful behavior 
because of the work of Jesus, his Son, is always present.  Our sin doesn’t drive him away.  He removes 
it.  He is present.  Our phones don’t drive him away.  He breaks through the static.  He is present. Our 
distractions don’t drive him away.  He gets our attention and fixes our focus—our eyes fixed on Jesus, 
the starter and finisher of our faith. 

Quarterly  Voters’ Assembly 

The next quarterly voters’ assembly will be on Sunday, October 24 at 
4:00 pm at the church.   
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The Minnesota North Branch of Orphan Grain Train has sent one semi-load of potatoes 

from a supplier/donor near Long Prairie.  This load was 41,800 lbs.  The potatoes have been 

shipped to Ysleta Mission at El Paso, Texas.  Distribution is done at the Mission for those in need 

through churches in Texas and Mexico.  Ysleta Mission helps feed the hungry, nurtures their 

ministries, and educates the leaders in 11 affiliated mission sites in El Paso and northern Mexico.  

The cost for this load of potatoes was $2,508.00 and shipping cost will be about $3,450.00 

Please prayerfully consider doing a congregational fundraiser or collection for these costs.  

 Matthew 25:35-40: 
35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed 

clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison 

and you came to visit me.’ 
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry 

and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see 

you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When 

did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 

of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 

Without funds, the branch will not be able to ship these donations.  Your gift is greatly 

appreciated and can be sent to: 

Orphan Grain Train, 

PO Box 61, Morris, MN 56267 

Make check payable to Orphan Gran Train.  Please leave memo space on check blank or write 

‘shipping’.  Any other word makes it 

designated money for that item only. 

God’s blessings! 

 

Gene Pasche, Chairman 

MN North Orphan Grain Train 
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Radio Ministry 

If you would like to sponsor 
one of the Radio Broadcasts 
for $75, or go in with someone 
else, please contact the church 
office.  There are many dates 
available for sponsorship. 

Altar Flowers 

Would you like to 
celebrate a special 
occasion, 
remember a loved 
one, or give 
thanks to God for 
all your blessings?  Consider providing altar 
flowers.  
There is a sign-up sheet at the back of the 
sanctuary. Please add your name to the list and 
fill out a form.  The cost of the flowers is $35.  
Please make checks out to “St. John’s Lutheran 

October is a month set aside to thank our 
faithful shepherds in our churches and to 
acknowledge the tremendous contribution 
of—and pressures facing—religious leaders 
today. You are invited to show your 
appreciation, thanking Pastor Renstrom for his 
sacrificial dedication, spiritual teaching and 
wise counsel.  Encourage him with your 
prayers, attendance in worship and Bible study 
not only in October but all year ‘round.  Our 
church council has chosen Sunday, October 13 
for Clergy Appreciation Sunday. 
 
Let’s Pray: Gracious Lord and Shepherd 
grant to Pastor Renstrom and all church 
workers, entrusted with special responsibilities 
among Your people, zeal and faithfulness to 
perform their tasks for building up Your 
Church, bringing glory to Your saving name. 
For You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thank you, Pastor Renstrom 
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Game Night  
and Chili Feed 

Saturday, October 12 
4:00 pm 

Free event for St. John’s 
and St. Stephen’s 

 

Bring your favorite board or 
card game if you would like.  

We will have games available. 
 

Come enjoy some great 
Fellowship! 

Two Awesome & Fun 
Opportunities for you! 

Campfire Conversations 
Join us on  

Sunday, October 6  
at 4:00 pm  

for a campfire, music, games, 
food and  devotions.   

 
Everyone is invited, so bring 

your family and friends.   
There will be a free will offer-

ing for CALMS Mission.   
 

Pastor Renstrom and 
Pastor Jake Gillard will 

be leading the  
devotions.   

It is going to be 
awesome, so 

make sure to be 
here! 



Devotional Opportunities 
 
The Lutheran Hour 

Sundays at 6:05 am  
on WCCO 830 AM)   

 
 
          Worldwide KFUO.org 
The Messenger of Good News  
        Weekdays @ 11am (CT) on  

 your Lutheran Radio Station:  
           www.KFUO.org 

      A place for Great Talk  
      & Great Sacred Music 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Les Orvis 
Altar Guild:  Roxanne Orvis 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Greeters:  Wendell & Bonnie Swanson 
Usher Captain:  Arlen Peterson 
Readers:   
 October  6 —  Bernice Moreau 
 October 13 — Diane Buehring 
 October 20 — Jill Erickson 
 October 27 — Brian Moreau  
PA Techs:   
 October  6 —  Roxanne Orvis 
 October 13 — David Haley 
 October 20 — David Haley 
 October 27 — Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 October  6 —  Cindy Wendorf  
 October 13 — Sue Haley 
 October 20 — Sue Haley 
 October 27 — Cindy Wendorf Find us on the internet at: 

Website:  www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Pictures of events, announcements, links to 
various helpful places, the newsletters and 
calendars, and our weekly sermons can be 
found on the website.  Check it out! 

Worship on the radio! 

If you are unable to attend worship 
either at St. John’s or St. 
Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can 
still hear the service!  The service 
is taped at the 8:45 am worship 
service at St. John’s and broadcast at 11:00 am 
on WCMP 100.9 FM  or 1350 AM out of Pine 
City. 
 
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s 
website under the Connect / Listen To the 
Sermon tabs or the St. Stephen’s website. 
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve weekly 

in worship:  pastor, 
musicians, lay readers, 
ushers, greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, 
elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who mowed the lawn. 
* those who tend to the garden areas. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
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October Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Prayer Group 

Please join us for our prayer 
group as we pray for each other, 
our churches, our nation and the 
world.  Come whenever you can.  
Each Wednesday from 4:45 –
5:45 pm at St. John’s.  All are 
welcome. 

Choir 

St. Stephen’s Choir invites you to 
join them in choir.  Practices are on 
Friday mornings at 9:30 am at St. 
Stephen’s.  There are some St. 
John’s members who sing with the 
choir—they could use some more!  
All are welcome! 

1 Scott Friday 
3 Ethan Aagaard 
6 Hayden Milliman, Gary Wendorf 
9 Lois Rechtzigel  
12 Addison Lewerenz 
15 Les Orvis 
16 Diane Buehring 
17 Ray Polzin 
20 Colleen Rand 
21 Hailey Volk 
22 Ray & Jeanette Polzin 
26 Diane Volk 
31 Denise Olson 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended  

 … to the Marlene Reiser and the family of George Reiser, who 
passed away on Sunday, September 15.  The funeral was held here 
at St. John’s on Friday, September 20. 

May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to all who grieve. 

http://www.KFUO.org

