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The Minnesota North Branch of Orphan Grain Train has sent one semi-load of potatoes
from a supplier/donor near Long Prairie. This load was 41,800 lbs. The potatoes have been
shipped to Ysleta Mission at El Paso, Texas. Distribution is done at the Mission for those in need
through churches in Texas and Mexico. Ysleta Mission helps feed the hungry, nurtures their
ministries, and educates the leaders in 11 affiliated mission sites in El Paso and northern Mexico.
The cost for this load of potatoes was $2,090.00 and shipping cost will be about $3,700.00
Please prayerfully consider doing a congregational fundraiser or collection for these costs.
Matthew 25:35-40:
35
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison
and you came to visit me.’
37
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see
you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When
did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
40
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
Without funds, the branch will not be able to ship these donations. Your gift is greatly
appreciated and can be sent to:
Orphan Grain Train,
PO Box 61, Morris, MN 56267
Make check payable to Orphan Gran Train. Please leave memo space on check blank or write
‘shipping’. Any other word makes it
designated money for that item only.
God’s blessings!
Gene Pasche, Chairman
MN North Orphan Grain Train
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The following article is from an LCMS Publication called ‘Reaching Rural America for Christ’ and was
written by Pastor Todd Kollbaum.
Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom

Intentionality, Consistency, Relationships
Angie and I recently had the privilege of presenting at this year’s National Youth
Workers Conference in Minneapolis. From that presentation, I pulled out three helpful words
that might provide some guidance in many aspects of our various ministries.
The first word is “intentionality”: Too often we simply float along and hope things work
out for the best. However, this is pretty much a recipe for failure, or at least disappointment.
Instead, let us prayerfully consider the path that God has laid out for us and then be intentional
about moving along that path in our ministries. When there are road bumps and hiccups along
the way, having a mindset of intentionality allows us to weather those without derailing the
whole process. Now, intentionality doesn’t mean bullheadedness but simply that we are being
deliberate and purposeful in what we are planning and doing.
The second word is “consistency”: In ministry, we often look for the warm body who
won’t say “no” when asked to serve in one capacity or another. While this might seem to fulfill
our obligations, it is not a good way to do ministry. In order for anything to have a lasting
impact, it is important for there to be consistency, both of program and people. That doesn’t
mean we shouldn’t change or even that a person should cease doing a particular job. What it
does mean is that we don’t serve until it isn’t convenient or until “our turn” has been completed,
we serve until the Lord calls us to serve in a different way. (Notice we
Continued on next page
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continue to serve.) In this way, we provide consistency for those among whom we serve as well
as consistency in what we are doing. Consistency also involves “consistent” evaluation of what,
why and how we are doing things. It is with this type of consistency that we can best serve the
Lord and His church.
The final word is “relationships”: In rural and small-town settings, it sometimes seems a
bit crazy to worry about creating relationships since often our congregations and communities
are made up of family and folks we have known our whole lives. However, the relationships
I’m talking about here go beyond those kind of surface level relationships we often find. What
we’re talking about here is loving our neighbor enough to develop relationships that allow us to
share in their lives. To celebrate with them in their joys and help them in their times of trouble.
Especially, we are talking about relationships which foster honest conversations about our faith,
their faith and how God’s grace is the most important thing we have! May God bless you in all
of your ministry endeavors!
Pastor Todd Kollbaum

Quarterly Voters’ Assembly
The next quarterly voters’ assembly will be on Sunday, October 23 at
4:00 pm at the church. Please come and vote for the 2019 slate of
officers and board members and for the 2019 Budget.

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ
Week of

Worship
Attendance

Communed

Offering

Rise & Shine
Bible Study

(Students + Staff)

Longer Look
Bible Class

8-26-2018

49

-----

$4,670.00

11

No Class

2

9-2-2018

47

42

$1,428.00

9

No Class

No Class

9-9-2018

56

-----

$4,295.00

14

2+2

4

9-16-2018

52

43

$873.00

8

3+3

4

9-23-2018

63

-----

$3,923.78

No Class

4+3

4

Sunday School
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION
are expressed to:
* those who serve weekly
in worship: pastor,
musicians, lay readers,
ushers, greeters, PA
technicians, acolytes,
elders and altar guild.
* those who counted and posted the offerings.
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday
mornings.
* those who mowed the lawn.
* those who tend to the garden areas.
* those who faithfully serve on the council,
committees and boards.
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter.
* our gracious God who makes all these things
possible through the priceless gift of His Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Find us on the internet at:
Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org
Pictures of events, announcements, links to
various helpful places, the newsletters and
calendars, and our weekly sermons can be
found on the website. Check it out!
Worship on the radio!
If you are unable to attend worship
either at St. John’s or St.
Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can
still hear the service! The service
is taped at the 8:45 am worship
service at St. John’s and broadcast at 11:00 am
on WCMP 106.5 FM or 1350 AM out of Pine
City.
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s
website under the Connect / Listen To the

This Month’s Worship Assistants
Elder: Les Orvis
Altar Guild: Roxanne Orvis
Acolyte: Amanda Palmer
Greeters: Wendell & Bonnie Swanson
Usher Captain: Rick Friday
Readers:
October 7 — Bernice Moreau
October 14 — Diane Buehring
October 21 — Brian Moreau
October 28 — Jill Erickson
PA Techs:
October 7 — David Haley
October 14 — Jerry Lawman
October 21 — David Haley
October 28 — Roxanne Orvis
Musicians:
October 7 — Sue Haley
October 14 — Sue Haley
October 21 — Cindy Wendorf
October 28 — Cindy Wendorf

Devotional Opportunities
The Lutheran Hour
Sundays at 6:05 am
on WCCO 830 AM)

Worldwide KFUO.org
The Messenger of Good News

Weekdays @ 11am (CT) on
your Lutheran Radio Station:
www.KFUO.org

A place for Great Talk
& Great Sacred Music
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Prayer Group
Please join us for our new prayer
group as we pray for each other,
our churches, our nation and the
world. Come whenever you can.
Each Wednesday from 4:45 –
5:45 pm at St. John’s. All are
welcome.

October Birthdays & Anniversaries
1
3
6
9
12
15
16
17
20
21
22
24
26
31

Scott Friday
Ethan Aagaard
Hayden Milliman, Gary Wendorf
Lois Rechtzigel
Addison Lewerenz
Les Orvis
Diane Buehring
Ray Polzin
Colleen Rand
Hailey Volk
Ray & Jeanette Polzin
George & Marlene Reiser
Diane Volk
Denise Olson

Scrapbooking Fundraiser
The youth of St. John’s
and St. Stephen’s are
sponsoring a scrapbooking fundraiser at St. Stephen’s. Come and enjoy a
full day of scrapbooking
with others on Saturday,
October 27 from 9:00 am—9:00 pm, or however long works for you. The cost is $30
which covers 3 meals and prizes.
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Choir
St. Stephen’s Choir invites you to
join them in choir. Practices are on
Friday mornings at 9:30 am at St.
Stephen’s. There are some St.
John’s members who sing with the
choir—they could use some more!
All are welcome!

Quilting Party for Fostering Families, Inc.
We are hoping to once again
make 100 fleece quilts for Fostering Families, Inc. The quilts
need to be done by November
11, so we are asking for your
help. We will be working on
them each Sunday during the Sunday School time
as well as Sunday, October 14, from 4:00-6:00
pm. The ladies from St. Stephen’s will also be
coming to help at the Quilting Party on the 14th.
If you have any questions, please contact Jeanette Polzin. Come on over and enjoy the fellowship as we work together to tie quilts for children
in need.

Medical Equipment & Supplies Collection
St. Stephen’s is collecting medical
equipment & supplies
October 5-8 from 4:007:00 pm. Anyone who
would like to drop off unneeded
equipment or supplies are welcome
to bring them during those times.

October is a month set aside to thank our
faithful shepherds in our churches and to
acknowledge the tremendous contribution
of—and pressures facing—religious leaders
today. You are invited to show your
appreciation, thanking Pastor Renstrom for his
sacrificial dedication, spiritual teaching and
wise counsel. Encourage him with your
prayers, attendance in worship and Bible study
not only in October but all year ‘round.
Let’s Pray:
Gracious Lord and Shepherd
grant to Pastor Renstrom and all church
workers, entrusted with special responsibilities
among Your people, zeal and faithfulness to
perform their tasks for building up Your
Church, bringing glory to Your saving name.
For You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Thank you, Pastor Renstrom
for all you do for us!

Rise N’ Shine Bible Study is Changing Topics
The Sunday morning Rise N’
Shine Bible Study group has
changed topics. We will be
looking at Michael Newman’s book, “Gospel DNA: 5
Markers of a Flourishing
Church”. It is available for
free with a Kindle Unlimited
Subscription. There is time
to join us!
Millions of new believers in
Jesus. Thousands of new churches. Communities
rallying around the Gospel. Innovative efforts to
send workers into the harvest fields. A Gospel
movement sweeping a nation. This isn't merely a
description of what God is doing in the global
south today. It is a picture of God's work in the
United States during the 19th and 20th centuries.
The church was flourishing. Faith was being
shared. New congregations were being started.
People were receiving the hope of eternal life.
Can it happen again? Is it possible for the Christian church in the United States to become vibrant and relevant once more? The answer may
surprise you. Looking at a uniquely American
Gospel movement as a case study, Gospel DNA
traces five markers that lead to a flourishing
church. Hope is closer than you may think. It's
time to reconnect with Gospel DNA.
All are invited to participate in the conversation
Sundays at 7:30 am
in the education wing.

