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Page 8 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone/Fax: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: 
www.stjohnsrushcity.org 

Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm 

Rev. Tim Renstrom 
Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
On January 21 (location to be announced) we are having a Circuit meeting to discuss Christian mission 
outreach in the fast growing Isanti area of our Circuit.  The following is an article written by the speaker 
who has been invited to present.  I hope you find it informative as you pray about this opportunity.  
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

 
Church Planting for Breakfast 

December 20, 2017 - by Peter Meier 
 

I enjoyed breakfast with Ed Stetzer in November. 
The Center for United States Missions is a member of Ed's Church Planting Leadership 

Fellowship, a group of 70 or 80 church planting leaders, who gather several times a year to learn 
together and to stay on top of what's happening in the church planting world. This year, we met in 
New York City, at Calvary Baptist Church on West 57th Street. 

On one morning, Ed invited leaders of national groups for breakfast. Ed sat with us, engaging in 
conversation with about other six leaders at our table. After breakfast, he spoke to the larger group of 
denominational leaders on the future of church planting in North America. 

Ed encouraged us to think of church planting strategies like a golf bag filled with various clubs. 
Each of them is a legitimate option, depending on where your ball lies and its distance from the pin. 
Four strategies in particular are worth noting. 

Traditional. 
This is the one most people think of right away when we use the term "church planting." It was 

the methodology most used 20 or so years ago. Most of us are familiar with calling the planter to 
gather a core group to start a new church made of already-Christian folks from other churches who 
want something different than they are getting at their current church. Usually, this includes buying 
land and erecting a new church building with the idea, "Build it and they will come." It tends to be an 
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expensive venture. Overall the goal is to plant a fast growing church which reaches 200 -500 people 
within the first three to five years. This is a bit of a caricature, I acknowledge. Ed noted that this is still a 
legitimate strategy. Multi-site church planting is a type of this strategy. 

Missional Incarnational Planting. 
This is a much more organic form of planting. It has been popular in the last eight or so years. It 

was made popular by planters like Neil Cole (Organic Church) and Hugh Halter (BiVo) and others. This 
model takes longer to develop than the Traditional model, and often requires a bivocational planter/
pastor. We have learned that the growth of organic, missional community type churches is very slow. 
Funding needs to be done differently for this model than for a traditional model, fewer dollars up 
front, and stretched out over a longer period of time. Missional Community types of church plant 
cannot merely be populated by people who are disaffected church people. Rather, this type is intended 
to make new disciples by living life together in community. 

House Church Model. 
The glamor of this type of church appears to be fading, but don't dismiss this model either. It 

was over-promised and under-delivered. Often House Churches remain a small group of people who 
gather together weekly for informal church; it's like a family group. Like the Missional Community 
model, it is slow-growing, and requires a different funding strategy. Even though the house church is a 
small group (limited by the house/space in which they meet), it tends to be attractional in the sense 
that it attracts people who have an affinity for low-structure and organization, and high personal 
relationships. 

Both the Missional Incarnational and House Church models, in order to be successful, require 
catalytic, apostolic planters -planters who, after establishing the new plant, are always ready to move 
on to start the next church. 

I agree with Ed when he noted that there is no church planting movement among the majority 
peoples of the western world. The church in the western world tends to be highly organizational and 
lacking in deep spiritual practices and passion. With a focus on level three church growth (growing 
larger by adding disciples and disciple-making capacity within the established church), there will be no 
multiplication movement (level five, the "sending" church). 

The fourth model offers great hope, in my opinion. It is a re-emphasis on Ethnic Church 
Planting. The energy in church planting today is not among anglo churches. The majority of new starts 
today is not Anglo. It is ethnic (either culture-specific or multi-ethnic) church planting. The deep 
spirituality and emphasis on reaching new immigrants along with starting new churches to reach 2nd 
and 3rd generations accounts for significant church planting growth overall. 

The fact is that by 2040, we will all be ethnic. There will be no one majority ethnic group. Multi-
ethnic church planting will be the norm, particularly in our growing cities and metro areas. 

I suggest that a fifth strategy exists, one which is often used today, and is a variant of the 
missional incarnational model. We call it the gospel outreach ministry strategy. This strategy is not 
church planting in the traditional sense in that its goal is not to become a chartered congregation. 
Rather, the goal is to reach new people by establishing relationships around shared interests or needs 
or location. This becomes the platform for disciple-making and multiplying. 

On a higher level, this strategy includes microchurches which 
Continued on next page 

Kid’s View of God 
“Every kid needs at least one person in their life who is crazy about them” 

How is it going with your kids? Do they feel safe with you? More importantly, do they feel protected? 

 From the “bully” down the street… 

 From the fear of failure… 

 From peer pressure… 
From the daily evil in their lives… 
In today’s world we want to protect our kids from ALL of the pain life often delivers. But we can’t. 
However, you, mom and dad, can be a place they can run to. You can be their refuge. Your kids can feel 
safe. They can feel protected. And understand this spiritual phenomenon – You are an EXAMPLE to 
them of the protection found in their Heavenly Father. The pattern you set with them as they grow up, 
directly affects how they will relate to God throughout their whole lives. The degree of intimacy that 
you establish with your kids now, directly affects the level of intimacy they will have with their 
Heavenly Father for years and years to come. 
I am convinced this is what Solomon meant in Proverbs 22:6… “Train up a child in the way he should 
go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it”. It is not so much about discipline as it is about 
relationship. The relationship they have with you will be mirrored in the relationship they have with 
God. The quality of your relationship, I believe, also directly impacts the effectiveness of your discipline 
strategy. Show me a home where all you do is discipline, and I will show you a home that has lost 
relationship. 
Pray over your kids. Pray with your kids. Listen to them. Laugh with them. Spend time with them. Show 
them you care. Let them know that they are important. That they matter. And as you do, they will 
hunger and thirst for relationship…with you…and more importantly, with God… 

“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for Righteousness,  
for they shall be satisfied.” Matthew 5:6  

[source: AACC Hunger and Thirst Weekly Devotional, August 31, 2010] 
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The Lutheran Hour 
Sundays at 6:05 am  
on WCCO 830 AM)   

January 7 
"Breaking News!" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
Epiphany calls us to believe that the Light has 
come into the world. A New Year's message about 
confidence, if you'll believe it!  Isaiah 60:1-6 
("Arise, shine, for your light has come.") 

January 14 
"How Well Does Jesus Know Me?" 
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
It's nice to have someone know and understand 
you. Today the Lutheran Hour asks, "How do you 
feel about Jesus knowing you?"  John 1: 48-51 

January 21 
"Meeting Millennials Where They're at" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
Robots can't produce disciples. How can we 
mentor those who don't know Jesus, or don't 
know Him well enough?  Mark 1:14-20 (Jesus calls 
His first disciples.) 

January 28 
"Cause I Said So" 
Speaker Emeritus of TLH: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Many have pretended to be the Messiah. In 
today's text, Jesus authority is recognized and 
obeyed by His competition.  Mark 1: 21-28 

Find us on the internet at: 

Website:  www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Our weekly sermons can be found on the worship 
page of the website.  Check it out! 

Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/SJLCRushCity 

Worship on the radio! 

If you are unable to attend worship either at St. 
John’s or St. Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can still 
hear the service! 

The service is taped at the 8:45 am 
worship service at St. John’s and 
broadcast at 11:00 am on WCMP 
106.5 FM  or 1350 AM out of Pine 
City. 

The sermons are also available on the St. John’s 
website under the worship tab or the St. 
Stephen’s website. 
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Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, 
listen to WCMP (1350 AM or 
100.9 FM) for cancellation notices.   

We will also place an 
announcement on the church 
FaceBook page and the church website not less 
than one hour before the activity or event.  

Radio Ministry 
If you would like to sponsor one of 
the Radio Broadcasts for $75, 
please contact the church office.  
There are many dates available for 
sponsorship. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Thrivent Choice dollars have been a great blessing to 
St. John’s when Thrivent members designate their 
choice dollars for St. John’s. Thrivent members, age 
16 and older, have the power to recommend to 
Thrivent how they distribute some of its charitable 
grant funds.  If you are a Thrivent member, we 
encourage you to designate your “Choice” dollars for 
St. John’s.   

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Ray Polzin 
Altar Guild:  Roxanne Orvis 
Acolyte:  Amanda Palmer 
Greeter:  Carol Werlein 
Usher Captain:  Ray Polzin 
Readers:   
 January  7 — Diane Buehring 
 January 14 — Les Orvis 
 January 21 — Bernice Moreau 
 January 28 — Brian Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 January  7 — Roxanne Orvis 
 January 14 — David Haley 
 January 21 — Roxanne Orvis 
 January 28 — David Haley 
Musicians:   
 January  7 — Cindy Wendorf 
 January 14 — Sue Haley 
 January 21 — Cindy Wendorf 
 January 28 — Sue Haley 
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develop intentionally as people make disciples and gather for worship, learning and mission. The goal is 
not to establish a large church numerically, but to establish a group focused on Biblical disciple-making 
and then multiplying by sending disciples to start new groups or microchurches. In so doing these 
groups fill every nook and cranny of a target area, establishing the presence of the Kingdom 
throughout the community. 

Breakfast with Ed. It was nourishing, informative, and encouraging! 
  
Stay tuned for more in 2018! 

 

                       
Rev. Dr. Peter Meier is the Executive Director of the Center for United States Missions. You 
may contact him at peter.meier@cui.edu 

 

St. John's altar guild 
would like to 
acknowledge Gladys 
Enzenauer and Bev 
Heinrich for their 
many years as 
members on the altar guild. Between them, 
Gladys and Bev have sixty plus years that they 
have devoted in service to our 
Lord!   Providing care and service to keep our 
altar area beautiful, decorating for the 
churches festivals, providing for confirmands, 
acolytes and our Pastors over the years are 
just a few of the many duties and details of 
what they have done.  

Thank you Gladys and Bev! You are 
appreciated beyond words! 

The members of  

St. John's Altar Guild 

mailto:peter.meier@cui.edu


2 Dan Benjamin, Yvonne Swanson 
7 Karen Peterson 
8 Bernice Moreau 
9 Wendell M. Swanson 
18 Lucas Nelson 
19 Dick Scheele 
20 Orion Heinrich, Roger Palmer  
24 Leah Palmer, Jeanette Polzin 
26 Carl Huston 
28 Jeremiah Friday 

January Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Our Christian Sympathy is 
extended  
   … to Jeff & Susan Elsenpeter  
and the family for the  death of Jean 
Schulz  who died December 18.  The funeral 
service was held at St. John’s on December 29. 

 May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ  

to all who grieve. 

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Longer Look 
Bible Class 

Sunday School 
Students/Staff 

12-03-2017 56 48 $2,433.50 9 3 6 + 1 

12-10-2017 48 ----- $1,487.00 13 4 4 + 2 

12-17-2017 54 47 $2,871.50 12 2 3 + 1 

12-24-2017 56 ----- $1,615.00 9 No Class No Class 

12-24-2017 
Christ. Eve 

71 -----  ----- ----- ----- 
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Annual Voters’ Assembly 

The Annual Voters’ Assembly will be held on 
Sunday, January 28 at 4:00 pm.  All members of 
St. John’s who are 18 years of age and older are 
encouraged to come. 

Annual Reports Due 

All boards, committees and organizations 
within the congregation are asked to prepare 
your report for the activities of this past year 
and looking ahead into the coming year.  Also, 
financial reports need to be given.  If possible 
email the reports to the church office, 
otherwise submit a written copy.  Please submit 
these as soon as possible. Thank you. 

Altar Flowers 

Would you like to celebrate a special occasion, 
remember a loved one, or give thanks to God for 
all your blessings?  Consider providing altar 
flowers.  
There is a sign-up sheet at the back of the 
sanctuary. Please add your name to the list and 
fill out a form.  The cost of the flowers is $35.  
Please make checks out to “St. John’s Lutheran 
Church” and put altar flowers in the memo line.  
That’s all there is to it!  The altar guild will order 
the flowers and make sure they are in place. 

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 

* those who serve weekly in 
worship:  pastor, musicians, lay 
readers, ushers, greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and 
altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
    mornings. 
* those who brought food and worked for Jean 

Schultz’s funeral 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
     committees and boards. 
* those who worked decorated the church for  
     the Christmas season. 
* Waste Management who provides free refuse   

and recycling service for SJLC.  
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Page 5 

Red Cross Blood Drive Will Be Here  
                         The American Red Cross Blood   
                          Drive will be held here at  St.  
                          John’s on Monday, January 15  
                          from 1 pm to 7pm.  For any  
                          questions please call 800-733-
2767 or go on line at www.redcrossblood.org 
to make your appointment for Rush City.  You 
can also go online and do “Rapid Pass” to get 
the appointment moved along faster.  

The Bible vs. My Cell Phone 

*  I wonder what would happen if we treated 
our Bible like we treat our cell phone?  

*  What if we carried it around in our purses or 
pockets?  

*  What if we flipped through it several times a 
day?  

*  What if we turned back to go get it if we 
forgot it?  

*  What if we used it to receive messages from 
the text?  

*  What if we treated it like we couldn't live 
without it?  

*  What if we gave it to our Kids as gifts?  

*  What if we used it when we traveled?  

*  What if we used it in case of emergency?  
 
This is something to make you 
go....hmm...where is my Bible?  
 
Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our cell phone, 
we don't have to  
worry about our Bible being disconnected 
because Jesus already paid  
the bill.   
 
And no dropped calls! 

Installation of Officers 

The officers of our congregation will be installed at 
the January 14 worship service. 

tel:1-800-733-2767
http://www.redcrossblood.org

