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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
980 West Fourth Street  

P.O. Box 368 
Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
 

Rev. Tim Renstrom 
Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

On the Life of Congregations… 
 

One more thing...one more newsletter article...old pastors are hard to get rid of!  They are like the 
proverbial “bad penny” that keeps showing up!  This article is about the life of congregations. 

Over the past few months the concern has been expressed that our churches may be dying.  This can 
be a very real concern.  But, not in your cases.  Please allow me to respond. 

A few people are perpetually negative.  Some people just like to use a tough situation to somehow 
create a ‘power’ advantage.  Some people are just ignorant.  Whatever the reason—and these are just a 
few of the possible—there are always some who like to worry about our churches dying.  So, in 
response... 

First:  The Church is not dying.  Jesus says so, “...on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell will not overpower it” (Matthew 16:18 EHV).  Nothing created will kill God’s church.  
Congregations may serve until a time when it is time for things to change—i.e., the number of rural 
congregations has declined with the increased mobility of the American public (better cars, better roads)
—after all, as God’s Word says, “for everything there is a season” (Ecclesiastes), but Jesus’ promise to 
Peter and to the whole Church is that the Church will always remain.  We place our hope in the promise 
of Jesus.  But, the “nay-sayers” whine, “what about our congregations?” 

Second: I’ve been around congregations that have discontinued their service in the Lord’s 
vineyard—they closed, with a “well done, good and faithful servant”.  I’ve participated in the closing of 
two of them. And there are certain characteristics which they exhibit along the way.  (By the way, lack 
of finances is not one of the characteristics.)  You do not share those characteristics. 

You still have what is referred to as “critical mass” to accomplish the ministry which God has 
placed before you—God has given you everything you need to do what he has called you to do.  
Sometimes your enthusiasm wanes—but the Gospel (never the Law) is here to encourage you and build 
you up.  Sometimes your response to God’s call is more stubborn and there are fewer people or fewer 
dollars than needed to do the ministry—but, again, the Gospel (never the Law) is here to lead you to 
participate as disciples, workers in the vineyard, to do God’s ministry that he invites you to do around 
you.  (Are you noticing a refrain here?  Gospel, Gospel, Gospel…) Sometimes you don’t want to work 
together because of challenging personalities.  Guess what the answer is!  Listen to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ!  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us—and as John says in his letters, “We ought to 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Day of Worship St. John’s 
Attendance 

St. John’s 
Offering 

St. Stephen’s 
Attendance 

St. Stephen’s 
Offering 

7-31-2022 35 $4,005.00 58  

8-7-2022 51 $2,475.00 57  

8-14-2022 41 $1,027.00 81  

8-21-2022 44 $2,175.00 78  
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love one another.  Even as Christ has loved you, love one another.”  We are sinners.  But we LIVE in the 
forgiveness of Jesus.  And in that forgiveness we strive, as Paul tells us, to “live at peace with one 
another.”  But, if we cannot live at peace together, Paul tells us to not associate with the persons causing 
division, even to set them outside the Church so that they can see their sin, repent, and receive Christ’s 
forgiveness (Romans 16:17, also much of 1 Corinthians). 

Third:  “Loose lips sink ships.”  While we are aging out of this World War II saying, many may 
have heard it from their parents or grandparents.  The idea behind the wartime phrase was to watch what 
you were saying because the enemy could be (and was) everywhere trying to get secret information to 
destroy our military efforts.  The same thing can be said about congregations...but it has more to do with 
attitude than with secrets, because the secret is out:  Jesus Christ died and rose again to give forgiveness 
and salvation to sinners like me.   

But the enemy loves to work with our attitude.  Satan loves to take the attitude that “the church is 
dying” to make me despair—why should I even try anymore?  Satan aggressively charges me with the 
responsibility to “take charge” so that “it” doesn’t happen.  Satan tricks me into thinking that I need to 
get MY team together to set the ship aright.  “Loose-lips” saying lies, like “our church is dying”, are 
Satan’s playground to do his work to try to sink the congregation of Jesus in these places and lead 
people away from saving faith. 

But let’s have some fun for a moment: Let’s turn the concern—our church is dying—over and look 
at it from the underside.  Why would you join a dying church?  Because it’s the only church to join.  
Period.  We are dead in our trespasses.  We died with Jesus—and we rise with Jesus.  Our death is the 
gate to eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ.  We must be willing to die—in order to live.  We are in 
a dying church because one of the gifts of Jesus is to die to ourself—in order that we can live in Christ.  
So many “living churches” are full of themselves.  A dying church is alive in Christ.  And that’s all that 
matters. 

In Christ there is forgiveness.  In Christ there is life.  St Stephen’s and St John’s Lutheran Churches 
are filled with dying sinners—and alive in the forgiveness that is theirs in Christ Jesus! 

 
For one last time—your servant in Christ, 
Tim J. Renstrom 
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The greatest gift that is given to man 
 Is someone to care; 
When you hope and dream, when you work and 
 plan, 
Someone to care; 
Someone to care when the day is long, 
Someone to care when you're glad with song- 
When the world goes right, when the world goes 
 wrong, 
Someone to care. 
 
You can seek the top of the highest hill 
With someone to care; 
You can see the good, you can bear the ill 
With someone to care. 
The dark may come or the gale may sting 
But, what the day or the night may bring, 
You still are blessed with a sweeter thing - 
Someone to care. 
 
For never a loss will seem a loss, 
With someone to care; 
And never a cross will seem a cross, 
With someone to care; 
Someone to care when your heart is glad - 
The ones who won were the ones who had 
Someone to care. 

We need not gold if we have but this 
Someone to care; 
We shall have our joy though the goal we miss, 
With someone to care. 
If there be but one with a faith that's true, 
If there be but one who believes in you, 
That love will lift and will bring you through- 
Someone to care. 
 
For what is the use of it all without 
Someone to care? 
When you're filled with hope or are dark with 
 doubt 
Someone to care? 
What is the good, of it all unless 
There's someone to share your happiness, 
Someone to care when you win success, 
Someone to care!  

Someone To Care 
by Douglas Malloch 

We have two congregations filled with people who care! 
Keep being who you are.   

We are all in this together! 



Sunday School 
begins Sept. 18 

in both congregations! 
 

St. Stephan’s 
Preregister on Sept. 11 in the lower level 

or talk with Sem Eik. 
 

St. John’s 
Register with Karen Peterson 
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St. Stephen’s Sunday School Teachers Needed 

The St. Stephen’s Sunday School is in need of  
teachers.  Classes begin on September 18.  If you 
are interested in being a teacher, please talk with 
Sem Eik. You are welcome to join us on September 
11th to check out the Sunday School rooms and 
preregister.  

St. Stephen’s Food Donations! 

A box for food shelf donations is in the 
lower level at St. Stephen’s.  Donations 
will be picked up on Sunday mornings or 
Thursday mornings and taken in.  Cash 
donations may be put in an envelope and 
put in my mailbox or given to me in 
church.  All donations greatly appreciated! 
                     ~ Merla Berg 

Thank you to all who had a part in      
making Pastor and Char’s final service  

a special day.   
You are all greatly appreciated! 
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God’s blessings to all students & 
staff as they return to school! 

 
 

A special combined voters meeting, following the format we 
used in July, has been called for Tuesday, September 6 at 7:00 
pm at St. John’s. The circuit visitor, Rev. Jacob Gillard, will lead 
this meeting. 

St. Stephen’s Altar Helpers 
On Sunday, September 11, right after church, we 
would like to have a short meeting with all members 
interested including those who have been assisting 
with altar duty, men and women.  We want to make 
sure we are all in sync as we proceed without Pastor 
and Char Renstrom who have so graciously assisted 
us all with the altar duty instructions etc.  We will try 
and have a hand-out for anyone new.  We will con-
tinue to have a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
near the kitchen window. Please, anyone interested 
in serving the Lord in this manner, please plan to be 
at the meeting on Sunday, September 11 right after 
church.  Grab a cup of coffee, a treat and come into 
the double Sunday School room for a short meeting.  
Thanks so very much.  Ruth Hagfors 

At the time of the printing of this news-
letter, the details are still being finalized for 
the vacancy pastor.  If you have questions, 
or need a visit or a call, please contact one 
of the elders. 
 
 
St. John’s: Gary Wendorf (651) 308-3869 
 Brian Moreau (612) 716-1026 
 Bob Downing (320) 282-1678 
 
St. Stephen’s: Steve Baker (763) 670-8365 
 Dan Besser  (763) 244-4706 
 Ray Dreyer (320) 396-4294 
 Peter Duvernay (763) 276-5128 
 Mike Lucht (612) 282-6309 
 Jim Zelinksky (763) 389-5456 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries In Our Parishes  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 
 1 Sebastian Blomquist 
  4 Susan Scheff 
  8 Samantha Willert 
 10 Diane Friday 
 12 David Haley, Ben & Brandi Lewis 
 17 Mike & Wendy Willert (both of their          
  birthdays and their anniversary) 
  Brandon & Jessica Brown 
  Wendell & Nickole Swanson 
20 Bill Aagaard, Katie Downing 
24 Scott & Mindy Milliman 
25 Tessa Knickerbocker 
27 Brandon Brown 
  Bill & Michelle Volk  
28 Arlen & Karen Peterson 
30 Todd Johnston, 
  Brent & Tricia Williams 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
 
 2 Kaysen Swanson 
 4 Bob & Edna Monson 
 5 Dave Berg 
 6 Connie Schmakel 
 7 Eric Duvernay 
 8 Neil Schmakel, Katie Swanson 
 9 Crystal Campbell, Bob Monson, 
  Ryan Orvis, Mason Ramberg 
  Mark & Jessica McCurry 
12  Susan Kroll, Kate Zelinsky  
13  Caroline Duvernay, Kim Pierson 
14  Bradley & Holly Johnson 
17  Kyle Lundahl 
18  Kayla Zelinsky 
21  Ruth Hagfors, Lisa Lucht 
  Gerry & Justine Anderson 
22 Hilderd & Kay Pierson 
23  Scott Lucht 
26  John & Sandy Sutcliffe 
  Jason & Tasha Swanson 
28  Jon Knapp, Daniel & Lori Klepsa, 
  Benji & Yvonne Leaf 

Bulletin Announcements or Newsletter Articles for Both Congregations! 

If you have bulletin announcements, please send them to Karen at the St. John’s office at 
stjohns@midco.net by Tuesday mornings.  If you are unable to email, you may call (320) 358-3623. 
  
For newsletter items, please get them to the same email address by the 18th of the month prior to the 
month you would like them in the newsletter. 
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Worship Assistants in Our Parish This Month 

St. John’s 
Elder: Brian Moreau 
Altar Guild: Lynette Downing & Roxanne Orvis 

St. Stephen’s 
Elder:  Dan Besser 

September 4 
Reader:  Diane Buehring 
Musician:  Sue Haley 
PA Tech:  David Haley 
Camera: Arlen Peterson 
PowerPoint: Karen Peterson 
Acolyte: Jacob Polzin 
Counters:  Diane Buehring & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing: Arlen Peterson 

September 4 
Musician: Allyssa or Marquee Mattson 
Altar:  Ruth Hagfors 
Acolyte:  
Coffee & Goodies:  Sandy Schusted 

September 11 
Reader:  Brian Moreau 
Musician:  Cindy Wendorf 
PA Tech:  Roxanne Orvis 
Camera: Jessy Nelson 
PowerPoint:  Karen Peterson 
Acolyte:  Elder 
Counters:  Sue Haley & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing:  Arlen Peterson 

September 11 
Musician: Allyssa or Marquee Mattson 
Altar:  Marge Baker 
Acolyte:   
Coffee & Goodies:  

September 18 
Reader:  Jill Erickson 
Musician:  Cindy Wendorf 
PA Tech:  David Haley 
Camera:  Karen Peterson 
PowerPoint:  Arlen Peterson 
Acolyte:  Elder 
Counters: Sue Haley & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing: Jill Erickson 

September 18 
Musician: Allyssa or Marquee Mattson 
Altar:  Marge Baker 
Acolyte:   
Coffee & Goodies:  

September 25 
Reader:  Brian Moreau 
Musician:  Cindy Wendorf 
PA Tech: Roxanne Orvis 
Camera:  Jessy Nelson 
PowerPoint:  Karen Peterson 
Acolyte:  Elder 
Counters:  Jill Erickson & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing:  Jessy Nelson 

September 25 
Musician: Allyssa or Marquee Mattson 
Altar:  Marge Baker 
Acolyte:   
Coffee & Goodies:  


