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Birthdays & Anniversaries  

  4 Susan Scheff 
  8 Samantha Willert 
10 Diane Friday 
12 David Haley; Ben & Brandi Lewis 
16 Jessica Brown 
17 Michael & Wendy Willert—both have a 

birthday & anniversary, Brandon & Jessica 
Brown, Wendell M. & Nickole Swanson 

20 Bill Aagaard, Katie Downing 
23 Carol Werlein 
24 Scott & Mindy Milliman 
25 Tessa Liebelt 
27 Brandon Brown, Bill & Michelle Volk 
28 Arlen & Karen Peterson 
30 Brent & Tricia Williams 

Bag to Benches Program — ALL ITEMS MUST BE CLEAN 

    Collection Sites are Chuckers Bowl, Rush City Hall, Perreault Chiropractic, Positively 4th Street, 
Rush City Liquors, VFW. 
    Items they are collecting to make the benches are: plastic grocery bags, bread bags, bubble wrap, 
dry cleaning bags, newspaper wrap, ice bags, plastic shipping envelopes, clean ziplcok reusable 
storage bags, cereal bags, case overwraps, salt bags, plastic wrap & stretch film, wood pallet bags, 
& produce bags. 
    Items NOT being collected are: frozen food bags, candy bar wrappers, chip bags, net or mesh 
produce bags, mulch or soil bags, six-pack rings, PPE gloves, masks or protective wear, pool     
covers, lamination film shiny crinkly films like floral wrap.  

Quilt To Be Tied 

There are quilts on the card table in the fel-
lowship hall ready to be tied.  If you would 
like to help out, please take some home and 
bring them back when they are tied.  If you 
have any questions, please talk to Jeanette 
Polzin. 

Free Outdoor Benefit Concert  
for Fostering Families 

starring the Mystery Mountain Boys 

Saturday, September 18 from 2:00—4:00 pm 
at St. John’s 

Bring a lawn chair  
and an umbrella if you choose. 

There will be free food. 
A free will offering will be taken  

for Fostering Families 

Help Is Needed for the Concert Day 

As the concert is quickly approaching on September 
18, we are in need of people to help setup, serve the 
food and help take down, help park cars, and just 
general help.  If you are able to help out in any way, 
please see the sign up sheet located on the bulletin 
board in the fellowship hall or see Carol Werlein or 
Ray and Jeanette Polzin.  Thank you! 

God’s blessings to all students & 
staff as they return to school! 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Upon Receiving a Call 
 

Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. Jeremiah 3:15 EHV 

Few things throw more panic and confusion into a congregation than when a pastor stands up after 

the worship service and announces, “I have received a call to serve as pastor of xyz Lutheran Church, 

whoknowswhere.”  And while much of the panic and confusion is well-met and well-grounded, I think a 

lot of it is because we, pastors, don’t do a really good job of teaching the doctrines of the Holy Ministry 

and the Call.  I know this both from the standpoint of being a pastor receiving calls and the standpoint of 

being a Circuit Visitor working with congregations who are calling pastors. 

As most of you know, I recently received a Divine Call to serve as pastor of  Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church, Leadville, Colorado.  As of this writing, I am still prayerfully deliberating this call as 

well as the call to serve St Stephen’s and St John’s Lutheran Churches.  And because of this reminder, 

I’m trying to do a little teaching about the Divine Call. 

First is to realize that it is a Divine Call, that is, a call which comes from God, through His 

congregation, to a man who is trained and prepared, into the Pastoral Office that is also provided by 

God.  That is to say, no man rightly seeks a call to a specific place.  He is content to minister (serve) 

where God has placed him, all the time aware that God may call him to work in His congregations in 

other places. 

That said, I have never asked that my name be placed on a congregation’s Call List.  Congregations 

and District Presidents have asked that my name be on lists from time to time because they have been 

led to believe that I have the ministry skills and attitude that would be beneficial to a particular call.  But 

it would be improper—understand: sinful—for me to ask that my name be placed on a specific 

congregation’s Call List.  Still, for most of my professional ministry career, I have been of the belief 

that, if I am active in ministry, I am available to consider a call. 

Nor, as it is sometimes thought, can someone rightly place my name on some church’s Call List 

because they don’t like me or how I do ministry.  I have had that question asked 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

7-25-2021 39 ----- $3,125.00 8 5 

8-1-2021 45 41 $1,919.00  7 

8-8-2021   $1,680.00 No Class 7 

8-15-2021 39 37 $2,135.00 9 No Class 

8-22-2021 31 ----- $3,825.00  6 
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me over the years as Circuit Visitor—and as I type it, the absurdity of it comes out!  There may be 

enemies of the pastor in the congregation he is serving, but why would they wish him on their friends in 

the calling congregation?! 

There are times when it is right for a pastor to ‘actively seek a call’ to another congregation.  There 

are various reasons, but if/when that time comes in a pastor’s career, it is after long prayerful 

deliberation that he approaches his District President and makes that request.  Then, through the district 

offices, his name is prayerfully offered to several congregations for them to prayerfully discern God’s 

will to call a pastor. 

This gives some of the basics of the process of the Divine Call.  Clearly there can be more 

questions—and if you have them, I’m glad to answer them.   

In regards to my call to Good Shepherd—I generally suggest to men considering a call that they 

work with it about a month before announcing a decision.  This is the advice I was given as a young 

pastor and is the advice I still follow.  So, if God wills, I will likely announce my decision the first 

Sunday in September. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended  
 … to the family of Richard Lindig who passed away on August 7.  
The funeral service was held at St. John’s on August 16. 

May the Lord bring His comfort  

in Christ to all who grieve. 

Summary of Council Meeting August 19, 2021 

6 in attendance  Budget to actual is 108% the down 
payment for the parking lot is included in this 
amount. One of the ordered computers is on 
backorder and might have to be reordered. A 
$1,000.00 donation was given for the parking lot 
and $515.00 donation for the paraments. Richard 
Lindig funeral was held without interference from 
the parking lot construction. Concrete was poured 
around the bell tower and garage by Palmer Con-
struction. The camera is in place for recording ser-
vices but we are still waiting for additional equip-
ment. Lexi Wildirt released her membership from 
our congregation. Bible study is occurring at 
Rusheba senior housing on Mondays.  Trustees are 
replacing seals on doors, concrete was poured by 
the front door to reduce slipping from ice in the 
winter and will have a much better appearance. 
Tar will be down in a few weeks. Sunday school will 
start on Sept. 12th. Jody would like wish lists in to 
her  by Sept.  Building Bridges  with Lutheran Island 
Bible Camp is seeking support for updates to the 
facility. They want to connect the chapel to the 
multipurpose room, and make needed updates. 
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The Parament Project 

Elder:  Les Orvis 
Altar Guild:  Lynette Downing  
Readers:   
       Sept.   5: Diane Buehring 

Sept. 12: Brian Moreau 
Sept. 19: Jill Erickson 
Sept. 26: Bernice Moreau 

PA Techs:   
       Sept.   5: David Haley 

Sept. 12: Roxanne Orvis 
Sept. 19: David Haley 
Sept. 26: Roxanne Orvis 

Musicians:   
       Sept.   5: Sue Haley 

Sept. 12: Sue Haley 
Sept. 19: Sue Haley 
Sept. 26: Cindy Wendorf 

Acolytes: 
       Sept.   5: Jacob Polzin 

Sept. 12: Addy Lewerenz 
Sept. 19: Elder 
Sept. 26: Addy Lewerenz 

Counters: 
       Sept.   5: D. Buehring & L. Downing 

Sept. 12: S. Haley & L. Downing 
Sept. 19: J. Erickson & L. Downing 
Sept. 26: S. Haley & L. Downing 

Sunday School 
begins Sept. 12 

9:50 am 
Register with Karen Peterson 


