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Our Christian 
Sympathy is extended  

 … to Jeff & Jill Erickson 
and their family on the 
death of his father, Bob, 
who passed away on 
Tuesday, August 4.  The service was on 
Saturday, August 15. 
 
 … to Wendell & Bonnie Swanson and their 
family on the death of his mother, Phyllis 
who passed away on  Thursday, August 20.  
The service will be held on  Thursday, 
September 24 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Gregory 
the Great Catholic Church in North Branch.  
Visitation will be held 2 hours prior to the 
funeral. 

May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to 

all who grieve. 

Media Ministry 
 

RADIO: 
St. John’s/St. Stephen’s Sunday morning worship 
service is broadcast on WCMP 106.5 FM & 1350 AM 
out of Pine City around  11:00 a.m. Sunday mornings.  
 

VIDEO AND AUDIO: 
www.stjohnsrushcity.org   

www.ststephensbraham.org 
Both websites have a short version of the service  

with the sermon.   
On the St. John’s website, click on “Connect” and 
then “Listen to the Sermon”  All previous services are 
available there as well.  
 
It is also on our Facebook page (SJLCRushCity).  The 
service is usually posted on Saturday night. 
 

TV: 
Main Street Living  

Media Ministry with a message for the world. 
Airs on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. on WFTC 
channel 29/9-2.   From 9:00–9:30 a.m. is “This Is the 
Life” and from 9:30-10:00 a.m. is a worship service 
by local area LCMS Pastors.  If you are unable to get 
it on your TV, you can catch it on their web page at 
www.mainstreetliving.com.  In the upper right 
corner, select your location that you would like to 
view. 

Rise & Shine Bible Study will 
Resume on Sunday, September 13 at 7:30 

a.m.  All are welcome! 
 

Sunday School will resume on Sunday,       
September 13 at 9:55 a.m. for all  

preschool—12th graders! 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

On Random Topics During an Election Year 
 

As the title of this article suggests, this will cover a variety of thoughts… 
 
1st:  We have been holding in-building, in-person worship services for the past couple of months.  

One of the things that pastors try to notice is who is taking communion and who is not.  I know that the 
health situation of our world still makes many of you cautious about attending ‘large’ group 
gatherings—so—it is important for you to know that, like always, private or family communion is 
available.  Just make an appointment with me.  Or stop in and see if I have time when you go by.  Our 
Lord’s Supper is too important and too valuable to be consistently missing receiving it. 

 
2nd: On a related note, starting September 6 we will be offering a single in-building Sunday 

worship service at St Stephen’s—10:30 a.m.  The in-building Sunday worship at St John’s will start at 
8:45 a.m. 

 
3rd:  Thank you for your continued  response in stewardship to our Lord’s Word!  Because of God’s 

work in you for your continued response, much time and many talents and treasure continue to be 
offered to continue God’s mission among us and through us. 

 
4th:  As we move forward toward our national and local elections I’m not going to suggest who you 

should vote for—because, frankly, it’s none of my business how God works through you for that 
decision and I don’t have a clue how I’m going to vote, yet!  But let me encourage you to look at the 
whole person(s) and all the issues through the lens of God’s Word and prayerfully consider his 
guidance. 

 
Finally:  In the grand scheme of things, we in the Lutheran Church  don’t pay much attention to 

saint days.  And, while I think we could take note of the examples of the faithful 
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God has sent before us a little bit more, for the most part I think we do just fine.  Having said that, I do 
note that my birthday is on the day set aside by the ancient Church for St. Bartholomew.   

St. Bartholomew (also known as Nathanael in John’s Gospel) was one of the twelve apostles.  He is 
the one who commented, “Can anything good come out of North Dakota?”  Or was that—Nazareth?!!  
All joking aside, he recognized Jesus as the Son of God, the King of Israel, and was with Jesus 
throughout his Judean ministry. According to some early church fathers, he was an evangelist to 
Armenia (over by Turkey and Iran) and was martyred by being flayed alive.  My Treasury of Daily Prayer 
(CPH, © 2008, p 653) quotes a writing from Gregory of Nazianzus for meditation for St. Bartholomew’s 
Day: 

[C]onsider by [St. Paul’s] example how important a matter is the care of souls...The 
manifold character of his ministry?  Consider his loving-kindness and, on the other hand, his 
strictness and the combination and blending of the two in such way that his gentleness should 
not weaken nor his severity exasperate...On behalf of some he gives thanks; others he 
upbraids.  Some he names his joy and crown; others he charges with folly.  Some who hold a 
straight course he accompanies, sharing in their zeal; others who are going wrong he checks.  
At one time he excommunicates; at another he confirms his love.  At one time he grieves; at 
another rejoices.  At one time he feeds with milk; at another he handles mysteries.  At one 
time he condescends; at another he raises to his own level.  At one time he threatens a rod; at 
another he offers the spirit of meekness.  At one time he is haughty toward the lofty; at 
another lowly toward the lowly.  Now he is least of the apostles, now he offers a proof of Christ 
speaking in him; now he longs for departure and is being poured forth as a libation, now he 
thinks it more necessary for their sakes to abide in the flesh.  For he seeks not his own 
interests, but those of his children who he has begotten in Christ by the Gospel.  This is the aim 
of all his spiritual authority, in everything to neglect his own in comparison with the advantage 
of others. 

 
This is the on-going goal of your pastor. 
 
Your servant in Christ,  Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of Offering Worship Communed 
Longer 
Look 

8-2-2020 $3,568.31 38 36 4 

8-9-2020 $2,953.00 38 —— 4 

8-16-2020 $1,405.00 43 40 5 

8-23-2020 $2,545.00 28 —— 4 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Les Orvis 
Altar Guild: Lynette Downing 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Usher Captains:  Eric Nelson 
Readers:   
 Sept.   6 — Diane Buehring 
 Sept. 13 — Brian Moreau 
 Sept. 20 — Jill Erickson 
 Sept. 27 — Bernice Moreau 
Musicians: 
 Sept.   6 —  
 Sept. 13 —  
 Sept. 20 —  
 Sept. 27 —  
PA Techs:   
 Sept.   6 — Roxanne Orvis 
 Sept. 13 — Roxanne Orvis 
 Sept. 20 — David Haley 
 Sept. 27 — David Haley 
Counters: 
 Sept.   6 — Lynette Downing &  
 Sept. 13 — Lynette Downing &  
 Sept. 20 — Lynette Downing &  
 Sept. 27 — Lynette Downing &   
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September Birthdays & Anniversaries  

  4 Susan Scheff 
  8 Samantha Willert 
10 Diane Friday 
12 David Haley; Ben & Brandi Lewis 
16 Jessica Brown 
17 Alexis Wildhirt, Michael & Wendy Willert—

both have a birthday & anniversary,      
Brandon & Jessica Brown,                        
Wendell M. & Nickole Swanson 

20 Bill Aagaard, Katie Downing 
23 Carol Werlein 
24 Scott & Mindy Milliman 
25 Tessa Liebelt 
27 Brandon Brown, Bill & Michelle Volk 
28 Arlen & Karen Peterson 
30 Brent & Tricia Williams 

In case you were wondering why the grass is so well groomed 
around our church, God has blessed our congregation with a new 
lawn mower..  It was a long time coming since our last mower 
was having double digit birthdays!  We set a budget of 8000.00 
and were able to purchase a Ferris Zero Turn mower with a 61" 
cutting width brand new from Olsen Power Equipment in North 
Branch for 7700.00 dollars...In addition, Olsen Equipment also 
extended another  200.00 discount, for a final price of 7500.00.. 
Our many thanks goes out to Olsen Power Equipment for the un-
expected surprise of the discount....So, now when the lawn is 
mowed, it doesn't take 4 hours, rather it is done in 1 hour and 20 
minutes!!!  For anyone volunteering to mow, we offer free train-
ing if you aren't used to a zero turn style mower and we know 
you'll have lots of fun in the process....Happy Mowing!!!  
Your Trustees at St. Johns. 


