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Page 8 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

A couple of days after I am writing this for our newsletter, I have the privilege of presenting the 
opening devotion to the Circuit Visitors Conference up in our MN North District office.  Then I get to 
hear and wrestle with a presentation given by a colleague for whom I have a great deal of respect, Rev. 
Dennis O’Neil, as he leads a discussion on a paper written by one of my old seminary professors, Dr. 
Jeffrey Gibbs. 

His paper is entitled “The Myth of ‘Righteous Anger’”.  
 
It intrigued me when I heard of it.  So I looked it up.  I think that this should be a very 

interesting discussion and want to share some of it with you!  Dr. Gibbs writes in the opening paragraphs 
of his paper:  

... as I have been talking with other Christians, some clergy and some lay, about this study and 
about what I’ve been finding in the Scriptures, most people have objected to and at times even 
instinctively rejected the clear, simple answer to the question, “What does the Bible, and chiefly 
the [New Testament], say about anger?” These friends and colleagues have not wanted to talk 
about what the Bible actually says about anger. They’ve wanted to move quickly, instinctively 
to other topics. People have offered special circumstances, or qualified the scriptural 
testimony—seemingly anything to avoid being confronted by the answer to a question that, once 
you search for it, is not hard to find and is really quite clear. If I may speak frankly, without 
exception my Christian friends and colleagues have wanted to justify their anger; each time they 
have done this, they have appealed to the category of “righteous anger.”  
 
“They wanted to justify their anger…”  Hmmm.  Sounds like all of us! Dr. Gibbs moves in 

pretty ‘churchy’ circles, living in St. Louis, Missouri, teaching at our Concordia Seminary, and he points 
out that “without exception” when confronted with the question of what the Bible says about anger, his 
contacts wanted to justify their anger.  And, I’m willing to wager, so do we all. 

Dr. Gibbs points out, that in his study, people usually went to Ephesians 4:26 for a justification 
for their anger.  “‘Be angry, yet do not sin.’ Do not let the sun go down while you are still 
angry” (EHV). We Christians want a Biblical excuse for our all so human anger, so we cling to a verse 
and twist it around so that we can be angry.  We think that since God can be angry, we should be able to 
be angry and God would be ok with it, as long as we are angry about the same things that He is. 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

7-28-2019 51 ----- $3,590.00 12 4 

8-4-2019 40 37 $2,213.21 8 3 

8-11-2019 39 ----- $  9.85.00 9 3 

8-18-2019 51 49 $2,199.61 12 3 

8-25-2919 48 ----- $3,911.00 11 3 

Yet this verse really doesn’t allow this.  Dr. Gibbs, writing about Ephesians 4:26-27 and James 
1:19-20, again:  

The testimony of the NT barely acknowledges the presence or possibility of “righteous anger” in 
the sense that people normally use this phrase. There is certainly no direct teaching about or 
encouragement to such a thing. Whatever people may mean by “righteous anger,” it is a 
construct based on actions of various people (Moses, the prophets, Paul, etc.). But there is no 
such thing as a genuine, clear, biblical definition of or justification for “righteous anger”—
unless the anger is the Father’s or the Son’s wrath. Far more often—in fact, almost 
exclusively—Christians are warned about the dangers of anger. The texts rarely, if ever, 
distinguish between the emotion of anger and sinful thoughts or words or deeds that may arise 
from that emotion. Here, simply and clearly, is the New Testament’s teaching about human 
anger: it is spiritually dangerous, and at times it can straightforwardly be called sin.  
 
I would add, that within in the structure of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, the discussion of anger 

is under Paul’s urging in 4:1-2, “As a prisoner in the Lord, therefore, I urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling with which you have been called.  Live with all humility, gentleness, and patience, 
bearing with one another in love” (EHV). He goes on to talk about peace and building up one another in 
love, and to put off the old self.  Nothing encouraging anger—everything encouraging peace. 

I think Dr. Gibbs has some very good words for us here.  We should confess our sin of anger, 
not justify it, repent and receive the forgiveness earned for us and given us by Jesus on the cross—
through his Word and the work of the Holy Spirit. 

If you want to read the full article it’s online… https://concordiatheology.org/2018/11/jeff-gibbs
-the-myth-of-righteous-anger/ .  If you can’t get it, ask, and I can print out a copy for you. 

 
Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 
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The Lutheran Hour 

Sundays at 6:05 am  
on WCCO 830 AM 

 
 

          Worldwide KFUO.org 
The Messenger of Good News  
        Weekdays @ 11am (CT) on  
 your Lutheran Radio 
Station:  
           www.KFUO.org 

      A place for Great Talk  
      & Great Sacred Music 

Worship on the radio! 

If you are unable to attend worship 
either at St. John’s or St. 
Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can 
still hear the service! 
The service is taped at the 8:45 am 

worship service at St. John’s and broadcast at 
11:00 am on WCMP 106.5 FM  or 1350 AM out 
of Pine City. 
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s 
website under the Connect / Listen To the 
Sermon tabs. 

Find us on the internet at: 

Website:  www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Pictures of events, announcements, links to 
various helpful places, the newsletters and 
calendars, and our weekly sermons can be 
found on the website.   

http://www.KFUO.org


September 22-29 are the dates that families will be hosted at St. Stephen’s through New 
Pathways, Inc.  During the hosting week meals will be served, and places of rest will be pro-
vided, and games/activities will be provided.  In preparation for the event, the following 
items are needed.  If you can help out, please either get them to St. Stephen’s or leave by 
the office at St. John’s and label them for the New Pathways Hosting Event.  The sooner we 
get the items, the better so that we know can make sure to be ready in time.  Thank you!   
 

Items needed at this time are: 
9 night lights 

Unscented laundry soap 
2 new toasters 
2 alarm clocks 

Washcloths and hand towels 
Money donations 

Cereal 
Instant oatmeal 
Peanut butter 

Jelly 
Microwave popcorn 

Kool aide and juice boxes 
 

Volunteers Also Needed 
Provide Supper and serve/clean up for up to 20 (plus workers) any night (served at 5:30 pm) 

Provide and serve/cleanup breakfast any morning (served at 7:00 am) 
Overnight Hosting (bed provided, just bring sleeping bag) (4:45 pm—7:45 am) 

To sign up or for questions, call either church office: (320) 369-3103 or (320) 358-3623 

The American Red Cross Blood Drive will be held 
in Rush City on Monday, Sept 10, 2019 from 1:30 
PM to 6:30 PM at First Lutheran Church at 1000 S 
Jay Ave, Rush City, MN  
 If any questions Call 1-800-733-2767 or go on 
line at www.redcrossblood.org to make you ap-
pointment and for rapid pass for the drive in Rush 
City. 

Special Voters’ Meeting 

There will be a special voters’ meeting on 
Sunday, September 8 following the       
worship service to approve using building 
fund money to add a concrete landscaping 
drip edge around our building.  This will 
help our mowers by giving them a clean 
edge to mow up to and would eliminate 
dangerous rocks from migrating into our 
lawn.  Estimates will be available at the 
time of the meeting. 

Details for Irene Hills funeral 

Our former member, Irene Hills, has passed away. Lawrence 
would like you to know the arrangements. It will be on Friday, 
September 27 at Alive Lutheran Church  121 West Broadway 
Monticello, MN. It isn't a church building; it is a former store. 
The name of the church is on the awning. There are parking lots 
in the back. The gathering will be at 12:30, funeral at 1:00 and a 
lunch to follow.   Here is what the front looks like. 
Lawrence’s address is: 
11007 57th St. NE 
Albertville, MN 55301 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended  

 … to the family of Dan Morris, who passed away on Friday, August 23.  The  
arrangements are pending at the time of printing this newsletter. 
… to Lawrence Hills and family at the death of Irene who passed away on 
Tuesday, August 27.  The funeral will be Friday, September 27.  See the 
announcement below for more details. 

May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to all who grieve. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org


This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Ray Polzin 
Altar Guild: Lynette Downing 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Greeters:  Steve & Kari Vanden Heuvel and  
       Les & Roxanne Orvis 
Usher Captain:  Elders 
Readers:   
 September   1:  Bernice Moreau 
 September   8:  Diane Buehring 
 September 15:  Brian Moreau 
 September 22:  Bernice Moreau 
 September 29:   
PA Techs:   
 September   1:  Roxanne Orvis 
 September   8:  David Haley 
 September 15:  Roxanne Orvis 
 September 22:  David Haley 
 September 29:  David Haley 
Musicians:   
 September   1:  Cindy Wendorf 
 September   8:  Cindy Wendorf 
 September 15:  Sue Haley 
 September 22:  Cindy Wendorf 
 September 29:  Sue Haley 
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September Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 

*  those who serve 
weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

*  those who counted and posted the offerings.  
*  those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
    mornings. 
* those who have mowed the lawn. 
*  those who decorate throughout the year 
*  those who faithfully serve on the council,  
    committees and boards. 
*   Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for 

leading the Prison Ministry Service 
*   Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The Estates 

at Rush City Service 
*  those who helped to assemble this 

newsletter. 
*  our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

2 Susan Scheff 
8 Samantha Willert 
10 Diane Friday 
12 David Haley; Ben & Brandi Lewis 
16 Jessica Brown 
17 Alexis Wildhirt, Michael & Wendy 

Willert—both have a birthday & 
anniversary, Brandon & Jessica Brown, 
Wendell M. & Nickole Swanson 

20 Bill Aagaard, Katie Downing 
23 Carol Werlein 
24 Scott & Mindy Milliman 
25 Tessa Liebelt 
27 Brandon Brown, Bill & Michelle Volk 
28 Arlen & Karen Peterson 
30 Brent & Tricia Williams 

“God has called us to be a growing,  
caring group  

of believers in Jesus Christ 
who encourage and strengthen  

one another 
through Word and Sacrament 

as we reach out into our community  
and world  

with the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ 
to bring all people into His body, the church, 

as responsible members.” 
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Christ Serve Ranch Upcoming  
Opportunities 
Christ Serve Ranch, part of Lutheran 
Island Camp of Henning, is offering 
the following events.  Mark your 
calendars now! 
October 18-19 
Annual Creation Conference Weekend.  It features 
experts from internationally known creation and 
apologetics ministries.  This year Joel Tay from 
Creation Ministries International will be there.  
Joel has degrees in theology, evolutionary biology 
and genetics.   
November 15-16 
“Called to Defend” is geared specifically to confir-
mation students.  Valerie Locklair is a lifelong 
member of the LCMS with a passion for providing 
apologetic resources geared toward the middle 
school age students.  She is a Fellow of the Inter-
national Academy of Apologetics, Evangelism and 
Human Rights in Strasbourg, France.  This event 
will have hands-on workshops and activities. 

More info at   program@christserveranch.org. 

Sunday School Begins -- September 8 

A new season of Sunday School begins on 
Sunday, September 8.  Families with 
children age 3 through 6th graders are 
asked to enroll their children by contacting 
Karen Peterson in the church office.  
Please bring the children to the education 
wing on the 8th at 9:55 am following the 
worship service.  The 7th graders and up 
will be having a class as well.  They will 
report to the classroom near the library in 
the education wing. 

Confirmation 

Confirmation is beginning this month.   The 
sessions will be at St. Stephen’s on 
Wednesdays.  The sixth graders will be 
meeting from 3:15-4:30 pm.  The seventh 
graders and up will be meeting from 4:30-
6:00 pm. 

Choir 

St. Stephen’s Choir invites you to 
join them in choir.  Practices are 
on Friday mornings at 9:30 am at 
St. Stephen’s.  There are some 
St. John’s members who sing 
with the choir—they could use 
some more!  All are welcome! 


