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It’s Complicated… 
 

Submit to every human authority because of the Lord, whether to the king as the supreme 
authority or to governors as those who have been sent by him to punish those who do what is 
wrong and to praise those who do what is right.  For this is God’s will: that you silence the 

ignorance of foolish people by doing good.  Do this as free people, and do not use your freedom 
as a cover-up for evil, but use it as servants of God.  1 Peter 3:13-16 EHV 

 
I quit doing it… “it” being asking our son to explain what his job is.  When most people 

ask him, they get the response, “I’m in IT and work with computers” and their eyes glaze over 
and they nod.  With me he’s more patient.  It usually starts with, “It’s complicated…”  And I 
think the topic which I am about to broach with you is one that I often avoid because...it’s 
complicated.  Too complicated for a 15 minute sermon.  Very much too complicated for a short 
newsletter article.  

But I’m going to do it anyway...so be aware that this is just a small sample of the topic. 
What we’re going to talk about is Church and State.  Church being the body of 

believers—individual and corporate.  State being government at all levels. 
While this topic is an important one in the life of a Christian, I try to discuss it during ‘off’ 

political times, so as not to sound in favor of one side or the other—not because I don’t have an 
opinion, but because it is my call as a pastor to be pastor to everyone in the congregation, 
regardless of his/her position on candidates and issues. 

To begin extremely simplistically and briefly, Luther taught that Scripture tells us that 
God is at work in the world through two kingdoms:  the Spiritual Kingdom (the kingdom of the 
right) and the Temporal Kingdom (the kingdom of the left).  Through the Spiritual Kingdom 
God is restoring the world through the delivery of the Gospel.  This is where the Church 
operates.  Through the Temporal Kingdom God is preserving the world from overt acts of 
sinfulness.  This is where the State operates.  And the Christian finds him/herself in both 
kingdoms. 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

6-27-2021 34 32 $3,192.00 10 6 

7-4-2021 20 ----- $1,505.00 No Class 5 

7-11-2021 
Joint Service 

77 69 $2,414.49 20 7 

7-18-2021 33 31 $1,128.00 No Class 6 
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Scripturally, these two kingdoms are to cooperate and work together.  Unlike what the 
reformers John Calvin and Ulrich Zwingli taught (reformers contemporary to Luther who began 
the Reformed Church movement), the Church is “not driving for Christian government...It is 
enough that government is just, upholding what’s right.”  It is a “practical, modest, realistic” 
goal (quoting Rev. Dr. Joel Bierman in an interview with Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer, “One Nation 
Under God”). 

It is not the Christian’s goal to make a Christian government.  It is not that the Church 
shouldn’t be political, after all, God is at work in the world through governments.  It is the 
Christian’s vocation in our modern world to hold it’s government accountable to do what is 
right and just in the eyes of God.  It is enough that the State do it’s job to preserve the world 
through justice for all (Temporal Kingdom).  The Church’s job is to restore the people of the 
world to God through the delivery of the Gospel (Spiritual Kingdom).   

Luther sees that the State, which doesn’t proclaim the Gospel, cooperates with the Church 
when the Church isn’t doing it’s job (delivering the Gospel) by holding the Church accountable 
to having leaders who do deliver the Gospel to the people. 

How does this translate to the individual Christian voter?  We understand the answer to 
this question through the lens of vocation.  All of our vocations—father, mother, son, daughter, 
worker, etc.—are done asking, “How can I serve others?”  So, when voting, our question is 
“How do I vote to serve my neighbor?”  You may have noticed...it’s not about me.  As a 
Christian, it never is.  In fact, while we may have been extended “rights” by our Constitution, 
there is a strong argument that asks, “Where in the Bible do you have rights?  Christians have 
no rights.  We are dependent on God for mercy and grace.” 

Church and State...it’s complicated.  But this gives you a good Biblical place from which 
to start your thinking and praying for understanding.  And do it remembering that you are a 
Christian—one who is redeemed from all your sins by the birth, life, death, resurrection and 
ascension of Jesus Christ. 

 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 
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We have been able to  
purchase the white set, blue set 
and red set so far.  The cost per 
set is $2,000.  Council approved 
$2,000 to purchase one set and 
there have been  
donations of $3,670 for the para-
ments to date.  Let’s keep it go-
ing so we can get the green and  
purple sets!   If you would like to 
donate to this    project, please 
make checks out the St. John’s 
and note that it is for the para-
ments in the memo line. Thanks 
to all who have donated. 
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Summary of Council Meeting July 15th 

8 in attendance for the July 15th meeting. Budget 
is at 103% currently but computers were pur-
chased to run and project the service and to make 
the recordings. They have not been delivered yet 
as they are on backorder with a delivery date of 
Aug 5th.  Reminder if you shop on Amazon to add 
St. John’s to your Amazon Smiles, every little bit 
helps. Pastor is back from vacation and had a nice 
time with his family and working on his house. 
Trustees have the bids for the parking lot and are 
ready to share with the voters. The prices just 
keep moving up so the council would like to get a 
contract signed  if approved. The parking lot is in 
very rough shape and is the first thing people see 
when they pull into church. If approved, the park-
ing lot will have new asphalt and the lights will be 
removed from the middle of the parking lot to the 
edges, and upgraded.  Voters will have to approve 
a loan for project cost. Anniversary committee is 
busy planning for our 150th anniversary in 2023. 
Ideas are forming under the theme, “Sharing 
God’s Word”. The joint service with St. Stephens 
was a success and we were blessed to have Pastor 
Noennig share God’s word. About 70 people 
stayed and shared fellowship while eating a meal 
of hamburgers and hotdogs, salads, fruit, and des-
serts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of Voters Meeting July 18 

Voters meeting was held at 8:00 on July 18th with 
19 in attendance. 2 projects were presented by 
council to the voters. #1 was to pour 2 ft of col-
ored concrete around the garage, and 2 ft around 
the sign/bell tower. Council is asking the voters to 
approve $3,000.00, bid received was for $2,500.00 
in case any unforeseen problems arise. Approval 
of additional $500.00 does not mean it will be 
spent. The plan is to eliminate the bushes and 
rock. After discussion it was decided that the bell 
tower would look better with a 1 foot perimeter 
around the bushes, and replace the rock with 
mulch. This would eliminate the concerns with the 
rocks and keep the look of the bushes.  Voters ap-
proved the concrete edging project for 2 foot con-
crete mow strip around the garage and a 1 foot 
perimeter around the bushes.. 
 #2  Council is requesting to replace the parking lot 
by grinding up the existing asphalt,  and putting 
new asphalt down. Trustees have gotten 3 bids 
ranging from $83,000.00 to $95,000.00. The coun-
cil is requesting to spend up to $100,000.00  with 
$20,000.00 coming from savings and the remain-
der of the amount be paid with a loan. The inter-
est rate would be 1. 875% for the first 2 years and 
3 .875% for the remainder of the loan. Payments 
would run $600.00 - $800.00 per month. If the 
voters do not approve the parking lot project at 
this time, we can expect it to increase at least 10% 
for next summer. Voters approved the replace-
ment of the parking lot and the upgrade of lights. 
Trustees will move forward with a contract from 
one of the bids. 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries  

2 Eric & Jessy Nelson 
3 Gail Benjamin, Lori Blomquist 
4 Roxanne Orvis 
5 Bart McCoy 
9 William Volk 
10 Holly Downing 
12 Jeff Elsenpeter, Jessy Nelson 
14 Michas Ohnstad, Steven & Laura Bakken 
15 Robin Schellbach 
16 Scott Milliman 
20 Triton Brown, LaRayne Witte,  
 David & Sue Haley 
21 Raiden Brown 
 Leon & Melody Kruse 
22 Bill & Tami Aagaard 
24 Gladys Enzenauer, Pastor Tim Renstrom 
25 Matthew Kranick; Brianna Gerold 
26 Richard & Julie Bittner 
28 Inez Engler 
29 Brent Williams 

Elder:  Gary Wendorf 
Altar Guild:  Bernice Moreau  
Readers:   

Aug. 1: Diane Buehring 
Aug. 8: Joint service at St. Stephen’s 
Aug. 15: Brian Moreau 
Aug. 22: Jill Erickson 
Aug: 29: Bernice Moreau 

PA Techs:   
Aug. 1: David Haley 
Aug. 8: Joint service at St. Stephen’s 
Aug. 15: Roxanne Orvis 
Aug. 22: David Haley 
Aug: 29: Roxanne Orvis 

Musicians:   
Aug. 1: Cindy Wendorf 
Aug. 8: Joint service at St. Stephen’s 
Aug. 15: Cindy Wendorf 
Aug. 22:  
Aug: 29:  

Acolytes: 
Aug. 1: Jacob Polzin 
Aug. 8: Joint service at St. Stephen’s 
Aug. 15: Addy Lewerenz 
Aug. 22: Elder 
Aug: 29: Addy Lewerenz 

Counters: 
Aug. 1: Diane B. & Lynette D. 
Aug. 8: Lynette D. 
Aug. 15: Jill E. & Lynette D. 
Aug. 22: Jill E. & Lynette D. 
Aug: 29: Sue H. & Lynette D. 

 Northern Hollow Winery events 
It’s located at Ray & Barb Dreyer from St. Stephen’s  

6916 Canary Rd., Grasston 
 

 Sat. & Sun. August 14 & 15: 6th Annual Artfest! 
10:00 am—5:00 pm 

music, food truck, wood fired pizza, wine & art! 
Sat. August 31: Live music by ‘Me and Todd with Maryn’ 

4:00-7:00 pm 
Serving our delicious wood fired pizza 12:00 –6:00 pm 

  

Helping local kids with diabetes attend Camp Needlepoint 
Sponsored by:  
 Thrivent Financial and Pine City Arts council 
Silent art auction and Artbucks raffle both days 

Sunday, August 8 
 

Bible Study at 9:00 am 

Joint worship at 10:00 am  

at St. Stephen’s 

A lunch will follow 

 

Please join in worship with our  

brothers & sisters in Christ. 
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