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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink; I was a stranger and you took me in; I was naked and you clothed me; I was sick and 
you took care of me; I was in prison and you visited me.”  (The words of Jesus, Matthew 25:35-
36.) 

 
This is going to be old ‘news’ for some of you.  Others may think, “I sort of remember hearing 

something about that?” Still, for others, this will be brand new.  So let’s try to get everyone up to date 
so that we are all in ministry together at the same time! 

Way back, early last spring, St. Stephen’s members will remember that we listened to a 
presentation by New Pathways Interim Executive Director, Mary Ann E.R. Westlund, after one of our 
worship services.  Following the presentation, questions were asked and answered.   

Prior to that meeting, the St. Stephen’s leadership had been praying about an opportunity to 
partner in ministry with New Pathways, and had also met with Mary and representatives from other 
area churches who were already in partnership. 

Following the conversation after the worship service, four (4) members indicated an interest in 
facilitating St. Stephen’s ministry.  With that interest indicated, the Council, believing that it is God’s 
will that we serve, encouraged the group to ‘go ahead’ and signed a contract with New Pathways. 

 
Which brings us to the good Lutheran question… “What does this mean?” 
 
If you have internet access, I encourage you to research www.newpathwaysmn.com.  But, to 

give you a brief idea from their website… 
New Pathways’ mission is to build a stronger community by providing shelter and support 
services to homeless families with children. Supporting families is a team effort, which is why 
our Path to Home shelter chose a model that relies on hundreds of local volunteers. Our hope 
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Sunday School  -- September 8 

A new season of Sunday School begins on 
Sunday, September .  Families with children age 
3 through grade 12 are asked to enroll their 
children by contacting Bonnie Swanson or Karen 
Peterson in the church office by August 22 so 
that materials and staff can be ready for the first 
day.   

is to connect families with people and resources that will help them to be successful long term. 
We want to see families thrive, as opposed to just survive. This includes meals, a safe, warm 
place to sleep, and skills and resources necessary to find and maintain housing. 
St. Stephen’s ministry is to provide two weeks of hospitality for up to five families from our five 

county area—one week at a time.  Our first week is September 22-29, 2019.  Our Sunday School and 
youth rooms will be transformed into temporary bedrooms, the fellowship area will be their common 
area.  They will arrive at about 5:00 p.m. and leave about 7:30 a.m. each day, Sunday through Sunday.  
We have the privilege of serving dinner to them and providing breakfast ‘fixins’. 

The above information is just a brief overview of the ministry.  We have scheduled a ‘training 
session’ for August 25—come for food at 5:00 p.m. and training from 5:30-8:00.  This is for everyone to 
attend, whether you believe God has called you actively to serve in the ministry or if you are a casual 
bystander.  It is important for you to know what God is doing through your congregation. 

By now our St. John’s brothers and sisters have stopped reading, thinking this is just 
information for St. Stephen’s.  That would be a wrong conclusion!  The committee is planning to ask St. 
John’s to participate in significant ways—to be volunteer hosts for a night, to provide dinner(s), to 
donate needed bedding and other supplies…you can begin to get the drift!  St. John’s members are 
very much encouraged to attend the meal and training on August 25! 

Matthew 25 (above) puts it in perspective for us.  Jesus expects us to be physically concerned 
about the needs of those he has placed around us.  Our savior even goes so far as to claim that if we 
aren’t willing to help, that we may not have saving faith!  What an opportunity Jesus is giving us to 
examine our faith and live it in his name! 

 
Your servant in Christ,   
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 
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“God has called us to be a growing,  
caring group  

of believers in Jesus Christ 
who encourage and strengthen  

one another 
through Word and Sacrament 

as we reach out into our community  
and world  

with the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ 
to bring all people into His body, the church, 

as responsible members.” 

Worship on the radio! 

If you are unable to attend worship 
either at St. John’s or St. 
Stephen’s, don’t worry, you can 
still hear the service! 
The service is taped at the 8:45 am 

worship service at St. John’s and broadcast at 
11:00 am on WCMP 106.5 FM  or 1350 AM out 
of Pine City. 
The sermons are also available on the St. John’s 
website under the Connect / Listen To the 
Sermon tabs. 

VBS 2019  
August 11, 12, 13, 14, & 15th 2019 

 

This is a Sunday through Thursday  
from 6-8:30 p.m. nightly 

at St. Stephen’s 
This is for youth of both congregations! 

 
Contact the Church Office at St. Stephen’s  
(320-396-3103) to hold your spot at this 

awesome event! 

Lutheran Island Camp Quilt Auction 

The 28th Annual Quilt Auction will be held on Saturday August 3, 2019. It will 
bring together hundreds of bidders, quilt and silent auction items, and many 
volunteers all of who are committed to making Lutheran Island Camp and 
Christ Serve Ranch the best place for children and families to strengthen 
their faith.  Quilts are made by individuals and groups throughout              
Minnesota. They include quilts ranging in size from baby quilts to plus King 
Size. Many are machine quilted - all are beautiful.  Crafts, books, rugs, wood 
working, paintings, glass work, furniture and more make up our Silent Auction. Bidding continues 
throughout the day on these fun items. Again this year, Doug Maser will be the auctioneer. He does a 
great job of bringing fun and excitement to the auction. 



Experience International Missions with the  
Central American Lutheran Mission Society 

Pastor Jake Gillard is offering this special  
opportunity for anyone in our area.  He will  
personally lead a team of 8-12.  There will be 4  
monthly “pre-go” meetings for team building,  
training and orientation.  Spanish language skills  
not required.  Once assembled, the team will decide: 

1. Destination: could be one of three countries: Panama, Guatemala or Nicaragua. 
2. Dates: January 9-17 or February 10-19 
3. Duration: can range from 6 to 15 days (an 8 day trip is typically $700-$80, plus airfare) 
4. Witness strategies: teaching English, construction, sports/music camp, medical/dental/vison 

clinic, youth/children’s ministry, women’s/men’s ministry, house-to-house visitation 
The goal is to form the team by the end of August and have the first meeting in September.  Ideal spir-
itual growth for singles, families, parent-child, or grandparent-grandchild. This includes one tourist 
day; add-on vacation packages are possible. 

Pastor Jake lives in Cambridge, serves as the Executive Director of CALMS, and helps fill the long-term 
vacancy at Faith in Zimmerman.  For more information call/text at 612.567.0059 or Jacob@calms.org  

Volunteers Needed from Both Congregations 
September 22-29, 2019 

Mark your calendars! We have the opportunity to serve God  
and others along with our brothers and sisters of St. Stephen.  
They have partnered up with New Pathways, Inc to be a host site for families. 
During our hosting week volunteers are needed for set up and take down, meals, morning and 
evening, overnight, and game/activity night(s). This is going to be a blast and will be a great 
way to give back to your community! Keep your eye out and ears open for sign up 
opportunities. 

“We’re Back!” 

Pastor, two youth from St. John’s, 4 youth from St. Stephen’s and an 
adult chaperone from St. Stephen’s have returned from the National 
Youth Gathering. Thank you for your prayers and support shown in 
preparation and during our National Youth Gathering.  We are back 
and pumped up.  It was an awesome experience. 

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

6-30-2019 32 ----- $3,245.00 5 4 

7-7-2019 38 37 $1,841.90 16 4 

7-14-2019 36 ----- $2,169.00 No class 3 

7-21-2019 54 45 $1,701.00 9 4 
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Chisago County Fair Parking Recap 

We had a strange year of parking cars this year.  
With a major storm coming through the area on 
Friday late afternoon, we had to opportunity to 
offer safety for 200-300 fair attenders.  Thank 
you to the Chisago County Sheriff Department 
for assisting, especially to Deputy Andrew who 
was in the building the entire time making sure 
everyone was safe.  Due to damage at the fair 
grounds, the fair was closed for the remainder of 
the day.  With all of the rain on Friday night and 
Saturday morning, the grass area in the back was 
unavailable for parking.  On Saturday the parking 
lot was full all afternoon and evening.  As a car 
left, another car came.  The total money brought 
in for Thursday—Saturday was $716.01.  Many 
thanks to those who endured the weather 
conditions to raise this money for the Chancel 
Furniture Restoration project.  Those who 
worked a shift, and some many shifts are:  Rick 
Friday, Jessy Nelson, Amanda Palmer, Leah 
Palmer, Montgomery Palmer, Roger Palmer, 
Arlen Peterson and Karen Peterson. 

Lawn Mowing 

Your help is needed to mow 
our church lawn.  Please sign 
up on the bulletin board at the 
back of the sanctuary.  Gas 
and mower are supplied! If 
you have any questions, 

please contact Kevin Garey, Eric Nelson or Ray 
Polzin.   

Salad Luncheon 

The Salad Luncheon is almost here.  Join us on  
Friday, August 16 (11 am-2:00 pm) for the 
annual Salad Luncheon at St. John’s.  We need 
everyone to provide salads and bars.  Please 
sign up on the sheet at the church or contact 
Judy Allen-Huston at (320) 358-3966 to let her 
know what kind of salad you can bring or if 
you can help work at the 
event.  

 Free Will Offering 
Bring your family, friends 

and neighbors!   
This is a great event so 

don’t miss out! 



This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Bob Downing 
Altar Guild: Bernice Moreau 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Greeters:   
Usher Captain:  Bob Downing 
Readers:   
 August   4:  Les Orvis 
 August 11:  Diane Buehring 
 August 18:  Brian Moreau 
 August 25:  Bernice Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 August   4:  David Haley 
 August 11:  Roxanne Orvis 
 August 18:  Roxanne Orvis 
 August 25:  David Haley 
Musicians:   
 August   4:  Sue Haley 
 August 11:  Cindy Wendorf 
 August 18:  Cindy Wendorf 
 August 25:  Sue Haley 
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August Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 

*  those who serve 
weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

*  those who counted and posted the offerings.  
*  those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
    mornings. 
*   those who worked with fair parking 
*   those who worked with the parade float and 

walked the parade 
* those who have mowed the lawn. 
*  those who decorate throughout the year 
*  those who faithfully serve on the council,  
    committees and boards. 
*   Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for 

leading the Prison Ministry Service 
*   Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The Estates 

at Rush City Service 
*  those who helped to assemble this 

newsletter. 
*  our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

2 Eric & Jessy Nelson 
3 Gail Benjamin, Lori Blomquist 
4 Roxanne Orvis 
5 Bart McCoy 
9 William Volk 
10 Holly Downing 
12 Jeff Elsenpeter, Jessy Nelson 
14 Michas Onstad, Steven & Laura Bakken 
15 Robin Schellbach 

20 Triton Brown, LaRayne Witte,  
 David & Sue Haley 
21 Raiden Brown, Richard Friday,  
 Leon & Melody Kruse 
22 Bill & Tami Aagaard 
24 Gladys Enzenauer, Pastor Tim Renstrom 
25 Matthew Kranick 
28 Inez Engler 
29 Brent Williams 
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Christ Serve Ranch Upcoming  
Opportunities 
Christ Serve Ranch, part of Lutheran 
Island Camp of Henning, is offering 
the following events.  Mark your 
calendars now! 
October 18-19 
Annual Creation Conference Weekend.  It features 
experts from internationally known creation and 
apologetics ministries.  This year Joel Tay from 
Creation Ministries International will be there.  
Joel has degrees in theology, evolutionary biology 
and genetics.   
November 15-16 
“Called to Defend” is geared specifically to confir-
mation students.  Valerie Locklair is a lifelong 
member of the LCMS with a passion for providing 
apologetic resources geared toward the middle 
school age students.  She is a Fellow of the Inter-
national Academy of Apologetics, Evangelism and 
Human Rights in Strasbourg, France.  This event 
will have hands-on workshops and activities. 

More info at   program@christserveranch.org. 

Help Is Needed 
We are still looking for people 
to help out Judy Allen-Huston 
with dinners and funerals.  
She can organize the events 
but she needs people to help 
with picking up the food, and 
preparing the food.  Please 
contact her at (320) 358-
3966.  Thank you! 

Books to Share 
We had 2 youth from St. 
John’s and 4 from St. 
Stephen’s attend the 
National Youth          
Gathering last month 
and because of that,  
Concordia Publishing House gifted us with 
books for us to gift to others.  Check out the 
display in the narthex.  

Through Concordia Gospel Outreach, the   
service arm of Concordia Publishing House, 
they strive to send the Gospel to all corners of 
the globe where it is needed.  During this 
year’s National Youth Gathering, more than 
1,000 youth used their time to share God’s 
Mighty Word by packing 26.5 tons of CPH 
books that share the Good News of our Real. 
Present. God.  That’s more than 150,000 
books that were sent out into communities 
around the United States!  Each one of the 
1500 congregations that attended the       
gathering received a box filled with books to 
give to those who need to hear God’s Word.   

Stop by the church and see what books you 
can pass on to others. 

Church Volunteer Training  
for New Pathways 
This is for everyone from both congregations! 

It will be held at St. Stephen’s  
Sunday, August 25. 
  Food at 5:00 p.m. 

  Training from 5:30-8:00 p.m. 


