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Question of the Month 

Each month or so, the St. John’s anniversary com-
mittee is going to have a question that they invite 
you to think about and hopefully share your 
thoughts,   either anonymously, or if you care to 
share your name, that would be awesome.   There 
will be an opportunity in the worship service from 
time to time to write your response to the question 
and put into a basket on the counter in the back.  Or 
you can email the church at: stjohns@midco.net. 
 

What drew to you come to  
St. John’s Lutheran Church  

of Rush City, MN? 

In the 150 years of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, there have been approximately 
653 Confirmations or in the German 
church it was known as Confirmandens, 
through May 2022! 

Chisago County Fair Parking 

It’s time for the annual project of parking cars during the Chisago 
County Fair, July 22-24.  We park cars 8:30 am—9:00 pm Tues-
day—Saturday.  Lots of volunteers are needed to work in SJLC 
parking lot.  The sign-up sheet for volunteers is on the bulletin 
board in the fellowship hall, or contact Karen at the St. John’s 
church office.  Bring a lawn chair and a beverage if you desire and 

be ready to greet people and have a great time!  If you have questions, please 
talk to Arlen or Karen Peterson. 

SJLC Anniversary Update 

Plans are coming along for our 150th anniversary celebration.  Are you using your anniversary mission 
envelope?  Remember, we are suggesting that you put aside a little each month, in cash, to be used for 
various mission projects.  We are seeking input as to where you want this money donated.  We prefer 
to donate locally, with some going to state and maybe elsewhere.  Please contact anyone on the com-
mittee with your suggestions.  Ideas can also be sent to the office.  
Kevin Garey has found a company in the cities that we are looking at for an art piece.  Plans for that will 

be finished shortly.  Also, Diane is checking into the possibility of a “polka service’, and maybe followed 

by a German meal.  Is this something the congregation would be interested in holding?  Please let any-

one on the committee know of your interest.  Sue is working on a booklet highlighting the last 25 years.  

We are a work in progress. As always, suggestions are welcome. 
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Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
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400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 
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Rev. Tim Renstrom 
Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and affliction, we were encouraged about you through 
your faith.  For now we live, if you stand firm in the Lord. (1 Thessalonians 3:7 CSB) 
For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night...But 
you, brothers and sisters, are not in the dark, for this day to surprise you like a thief.  For you are all 
children of light and children of the day. (1 Thessalonians 5:2, 4-5 CSB) 
 

It’s All About Faith 
 

“It’s all about faith.” Many years ago these words gave me great comfort as I wound up a 
conversation with my dad.  Before this I was never quite sure of his salvation...he was a very works-
oriented guy: “if you don’t work, you don’t eat;” “God helps him who helps himself;” “a little bit of 
hard work never hurt anyone;” and his favorite when someone got into legal or moral trouble, “he 
should have to pitch manure out of a calf pen.  If he had to some good hard work to do, he’d be too 
tired to get into trouble.” 

But one day, at the end of one of our conversations when he had asked about all of the difficulties 
understanding God’s reaction to the people living in Canaan—a perennial conversation—dad signaled 
the end of the discussion by simply saying, “I guess it’s all about faith.”  I guess so, dad. 

Faith.  Being sure of what you hope for; certain of what you do not see—as the writer of the book 
of Hebrews describes it under the inspiration of God.  Faith.  Knowing in your head, believing/trusting 
in your heart, and acting with your hands the truth of God that we are sinners who can do nothing 
about our condition and deserve to be damned to hell, but God in his mercy and justice sent his son to 
be born, live, suffer, die and rise from death to ransom us from death and damnation and give us 
forgiveness of our sins, abundant life in this world, and eternal life in heaven.  It’s all about faith. 

Faith leads to works.  Good works done as a Christian.  Works that are done simply because we are 
Christian.  Works which point to Jesus.  Oh, just like we struggle with faith, we struggle with works.  
Our old selfish nature is drowned in our baptism and is daily drowned in remembrance of our baptism 
as we use water in our routines, but it’s stubborn.  It’s ornery.  It wants to come 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Day of Worship St. John’s 
Attendance 

St. John’s 
Offering 

St. Stephen’s 
Attendance 

St. Stephen’s 
Offering 

5-29-2022 31 $3,469.10 54  

6-5-2022 49 $2,163.00 54  

6-12-2022 33 $1,941.00 72  

6-19-2022 33 $    838.30 52  
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back and dominate our lives.  We want to claim attention for what we do, rather than receive 
attention.  We want to aim the spotlight on ourselves, rather than receive the light reflected off our 
savior.  Or even worse...we want MY time, talent and treasure for ME—forgetting that all things come 
from the life-giving sustaining God who has redeemed me from my old, sinful nature.  But that doesn’t 
change the truth.  Faith leads to works that we do for our fellow human beings through the prompting 
of the Holy Spirit.  It’s all about faith. 

With faith comes forgiveness from the cross.  As I said before, forgiveness of all—ALL—our sins.  
Even the repeated ones.  And where there is forgiveness, there is life.  It sounds a bit weird, but for me 
it was much easier to live knowing my dad’s faith.  And, as Paul points out in our text, it was for him, 
too, knowing the Thessalonians’ faith—he says that he was “encouraged”.  He says tomāto, I say 
tomato; but he was inspired—so follow God’s Word. 

Our ministry together is quickly winding down.  But, through God’s Word, I remind you and urge 
you to live expecting Jesus’ imminent return.  “[S]ince we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled 
and put on the armor of faith and love, and a helmet of the hope of salvation.  For God did not appoint 
us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we 
are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.  Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up as you are already doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:8-11 CSB).  You see, it’s all about faith—and 
grace.  (Grace was the topic in the last letter!) 

 
Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries In Our Parishes  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 
 3 Jada Hudlow, Leon Kruse 
  7 Kay Christensen 
  8 Bev Heinrich 
 13 Kyle & Haley Blomquist 
 15 Wendy & Bonnie Swanson 
 17 Kevin Garey 
 18 Mary & LaRayne Witte 
24 Andrea Olson 
26 Julie Bittner 
28 Eric Nelson, LeRoy & LouAnn Larson 
30 Lynette Downing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
 
 2 Bob & Jodi Splittstoser 
 5 Mavis Behrends, Autumn Olson 
 8 Janice Sandeen, Andy & Roberta Kopel 
 11 Barb Dreyer, Elissa Lucht 
 14 Christy Schmakel, Audrina Swanson 
 15 Ron & Julie Johnson 
 16 Bethany Ramberg 
 17 Bill Schmakel 
 18 Robert & Marisa Schmakel 
 19 Hazel Pautsch, Sandy Sutcliffe 
 21 Paul & Chris Anderson 
22 Justine Anderson 
24 Missy Gudilias 
25 Jim & Cindy Svare 
26 Karla Lucht 
27 Melodee Thomas, Ryan & Emily Peterson 
28 Gary Livingston, Brian Schultz 
29 Bryce Pierson, Tyler & Stormy Sitz 
 31 Jim Knickerbocker 

Bulletin Announcements or Newsletter Articles! 

St. Stephen’s members, for the time being, if you have bulletin announcements, please send them to 
Karen at the St. John’s office at stjohns@midco.net by Tuesday mornings.  If you are unable to email, 
you may call (320) 358-3623. 
  
For newsletter items, please get them to the same email address by the 20th of the month prior to the 
month you would like them in the newsletter. 
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Worship Assistants in Our Parish This Month 

St. John’s 
Elder: Gary Wendorf & Brian Moreau 
Altar Guild: Lynette Downing & Roxanne Orvis 

St. Stephen’s 

July 3 
Reader:  Diane Buehring 
Musician: Cindy Wendorf 
PA Tech: David Haley 
Camera: Karen Peterson 
PowerPoint: Arlen Peterson 
Acolyte: Jacob Polzin 
Counters: Diane Buehring & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing: Diane Buehring 

July 3 
Elder:  Jim Zelinsky 
Altar:  Ray & Barb Dreyer 
Acolyte: Morgan Stauffer 

July 10 
Joint Service at St. Stephen’s at 10:30 

July 10 
Elder:  Jim Zelinsky 
Altar:   
Acolyte: Waylon Pierson 

July 17 
Reader: Brian Moreau 
Musician: Cindy Wendorf 
PA Tech: Roxanne Orvis 
Camera: Jessy Nelson 
PowerPoint: Karen Peterson 
Acolyte: Elder 
Counters: Sue Haley & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing: Arlen Peterson 

July 17 
Elder:  Jim Zelinsky 
Altar:  Ray & Barb Dreyer 
Acolyte:  

July 24 
Reader: Jill Erickson 
Musician: Sue Haley 
PA Tech: David Haley 
Camera: Karen Peterson 
PowerPoint: Jessy Nelson 
Acolyte: Addy Lewerenz 
Counters: Sue Haley & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing: Jessy Nelson 

July 24 
Elder:  Jim Zelinsky 
Altar:  Ray & Barb Dreyer 
Acolyte: Audrina Swanson 

July 31 
Reader: Brian Moreau 
Musician: Sue Haley 
PA Tech: Roxanne Orvis 
Camera: Arlen Peterson 
PowerPoint: Karen Peterson 
Acolyte: Elder 
Counters: Jill Erickson & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing: Jill Erickson 

July 31 
Elder:  Jim Zelinsky 
Altar:  Ray & Barb Dreyer 
Acolyte: Lucas Barn 
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Pastor On Vacation 

Pastor will be on vacation July 15-30.  If you 
have any questions or an emergency, please 
contact one of our elders:  
 St. John’s: Gary Wendorf, Brian Moreau,   
  Bob Downing. 

 St. Stephen’s: Steve Baker, Dan Besser, Ray 
Dreyer, Peter Duvernay, Mike 
Lucht, Jim Zelinksky 

God’s Blessings for the  
LCMS National Youth Gathering 

Pastor Renstrom and Renae will be bring our 
youth to the National Youth Gathering in  
Houston, Texas July 7-14.   
 
During the five days of the gathering, youth 
spend time together in God’s Word, worship, 
service and fellowship with others from across 
the country. 
 
Those attending from our two congregations are: 
Addy Lewerenz, Chloe Lucht, Elissa Lucht,           
Emanuel Lucht, Amanda Palmer, Montgomery 
Palmer, Chaperones Rene Barn and Pastor Tim 
Renstrom.  Please keep them in your prayers! 

St. Stephen’s is looking for a part-time office secre-
tary.  Charlotte has fully retired and is no longer 
serving in this capacity.  The secretary works up to 
12 hours a week and the salary is dependent on pre-
vious experience.  A job description is available in 
the St. Stephen’s office.  If you are interested, please 
contact Gini Vidor.  We can put you in touch with her 
through the office. 

July 10 Worship Services & Special Offering 

July 10 is a joint worship service at St.                  
Stephen’s.  The Rev. Don Polege will lead         
worship at 10:30 and the Bible Study at 9:15.  In 
addition to receiving the regular offering for the 
ongoing ministry of God through our two        
congregations that day, we will are collecting a 
“door offering” to support displaced Ukraini-
ans.  The St Stephen’s Council voted to provide 
this opportunity through the LCMS and, accord-
ing to the LCMS website, these gifts  “are            
restricted to providing aid and assistance to        
persons displaced by the war in Ukraine.  The 
LCMS will issue grants to/through our Lutheran 
partners in the region best positioned to provide 
compassionate care in Christ’s name to those 
fleeing the conflict.  The situation is developing, 
and we pledge to use every gift wisely to accom-
plish the greatest good possible in ways that  
deliver the Gospel as human needs are met.” 



Mark Sunday, August 28 on your  
calendar and plan to attend the joint 
worship service at 10:30 at St. John’s.  
This will be Pastor Renstrom’s final  

service. 

Picture Directory 

Dan Besser from St. Ste-
phen’s and Jessy Nelson from 
St. John’s are the first two 
members on the new picture 
directory committee.  They 
would love to have some ad-
ditional members.  If you are 
interested, please let one 
them, or the St. John’s church 
office know.  Thank you! 

Our Local Food Shelves Need You! 

The use of food shelves has risen dra-
matically during the recent past with the 
increase of gas prices, groceries, and oth-
er general needs.  Now, with schools 
closed for the summer, families are not 
able to count on school lunches to feed 
their children.  Many of our local food 
shelves double the amount of food pro-
vided to each child in the family.   
When donating, “kid friendly’ items 
would be great— canned ravioili, spa-
ghetti-type foods, peanut butter, granola 
bars or fruit snacks, (please avoid sugary 
snacks or candy).  Cash donations are 
welcome too, as the costs to the food 
shelves to purchase food have greatly 
increased. 

The Call Process Update 

As of the printing of this newsletter, the call committee has 
received the list of twelve pastors from the District Office.  
They will be working hard to bring this list down to between 
three and six names.  In the very near future we will have a 
parish meeting to extend a call to a pastor.  Watch your mail 
and church announcements for the details of this meeting. 

The Women of St. Stephen’s (WOST) invite you 
to the LWML July Outing 

(men are invited too!) 

Thursday, July 14 
 
 

We will eat at 6:00 pm.  
Come early and enjoy the lake if you wish! 

 

This is a Brass Rail of Grandy Chicken Picnic 

(the cost will be divided by  
the number of people attending) 

 
At Goose Lake 

46694 Beach Road 

Harris, MN 55032 
 

There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board in each church, or 
call the St. John’s church office (320-358-3623), so they know 
how many meals to order.  It will be a great time to relax, play 
and enjoy fellowship together.  It is being hosted by Warren and 
Audrey Swanson.  


