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RADIO: 
St. John’s/St. Stephen’s Sunday morning worship service is broadcast on WCMP 
106.5 FM & 1350 AM out of Pine City at 11:00 a.m. Sunday mornings.  
 

VIDEO AND AUDIO: 
www.stjohnsrushcity.org  On the top, click on “Connect” and then “Listen to the Sermon”  All 
previous services are available there as well.  It is also on our Facebook page. 
 

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY: 
Main Street Living is an hour-long Lutheran television program 
that airs new episodes each Sunday morning. The Twin Cities 
program is broadcast at 9 am Central time on WFTC channel 29/9-
2. Each Sunday, viewers enjoy a 30-minute remastered episode of 
“This is the Life,” a popular Lutheran Hour Ministries series from 
the 70s and 80s. The episode is followed by a modified Lutheran 
worship service—led by a different local pastor each week. Join 
every week for Bible-based Lutheran Worship.  If you are unable to get it on your TV, you can 
catch it on their web page at www.mainstreetliving.com.  In the upper right corner, select 
your location that you would like to view.  You can also view previous programs. 

The cement work, dirt work and planting of flowers has 
been completed around the church and it looks great!  
Thank you to all who have worked so hard to make it look 
so nice.  Now, just to get the grass to grow! 

Matching Contributions for the Jastrams  
up to $5,000! 

Recognizing the importance of the Jastrams’ 
work in Asia, a reader from The Lutheran 
Clarion has offered to match contributions to 
their ministry up to a total of $5,000 of dona-
tions received by September 1, 2020.  To 
qualify, send your check payable to the LCA 
the Rev. Jerome Panzigrau, 149 Glenview 
Drive, New Kensington, PA 15068-4921 with 
a notation on the memo line indicating it is 
for Support of Jastram-Asia.  Contributions 
are tax-deductible.   
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And Life Goes On 

 
He [Jesus] said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has set by his 

own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:7-8 EHV) 

 
We’ve all been there.  We’re all there right now.  We’ve all had those ‘life’ events that trigger the 

questions, “Now what?  What do I do?  How can I possibly do anything?” 
The questions are usually triggered after personal or shared disasters: death of a loved one, loss 

of a job, serious illness, serious accidents, earthquakes, fires, tornadoes...you know what they are.  The 
question can also be triggered by significant joyous events:  weddings, retirements, graduations, etc.   

Of course, the current event common to all of us that causes us to wrestle with these questions 
is the COVID-19 pandemic.  “Now what?  What do I do?  How can I possibly do anything?” 

We face conflicting information from leaders and scientists.  We have our own independent 
ideas, based either upon fact or perceived fact.  And we each respond—or freeze—differently, based 
on our personalities and our pasts. 

What’s the answer to the questions?  Perhaps we can take a cue from Disney’s movie Frozen II.  
Now, don’t misunderstand me.  There is nothing intentionally Christian about any of Disney’s movies.  
But they do often, perhaps unintentionally, promote Christian ideology. 

In Frozen II, there is a place in the movie where the character Anna has to face life after believing 
that she has lost two of the most important characters in her life.  As is typical of all musical 
productions, she bursts into song:  “The Next Right Thing.”  As the title of the song suggests, she 
concludes she simply must look to do the next right thing.  (The song really is a pretty good song!)  And, 
perhaps, that is good advice for us in whatever situation we find ourselves.  Do the next right thing. 

But what’s the “next right thing’?  Instead of looking inside of ourselves for a ‘tiny voice’ to give 
direction, we, baptized Christians, look to God’s Word.  The “next right thing” for 
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the apostles after Jesus death, resurrection and ascension, was, in God’s Word, to receive power from 
on high and be his witnesses to the world.  It is a pattern that repeats throughout Scripture from 
beginning to end.  Ours is not to determine the “why” of all of the workings of the world and God’s 
interactions therein.  Ours is enough to know that sin is in the world, disasters happen because of sin, 
but Jesus is in the world  reconciling us to himself.  

And the next right thing for us to do?  In the power we have received from Baptism—the Holy 
Spirit dwelling in us, forgiveness of our sins, and faith to believe our forgiveness—the next right thing 
for us is to be who we are. We are witnesses to the work of God in the world around us and through 
us.   

And what is the work of God in the world around us and through us?  Love.  Salvation through 
the faith that looks to and trusts in the work of Jesus on the cross. Mercy.  Justice.  Healing.  In 
salvation we are tasked with telling the world of the good of God in the face of the evil with which we 
seem surrounded. 

The Christian Church is essential to the world in all times, especially now.  Not just to feed her 
own members (how selfish!!), but to proclaim and bring hope to a world which has lost its direction. 
You are the Christian Church.   

We find ourselves in the midst of multiple ‘major’ events...and life goes on.  “Now what?  What 
do I do?  How can I possibly do anything?” All but the youngest among us knows that the impossible 
happens—and life goes on.  How can it?  How can we cope with it?  In the cross of Jesus and all that it 
means.  What do I do now?  Take a step—in the footsteps of Jesus—into his Word.  And through his 
Word, share his love with all.  And He is and will be with you always, leading and carrying you to your 
next steps.  And life goes on! 
 
Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

July Birthdays & Anniversaries  Lawn Mower Needed for July & August 

            Your help is needed to mow our church lawn.                           
                Please sign up on the bulletin board in the           
        Fellowship Hall. Gas and mower are  
                         supplied! If you have any questions, 
                        please contact Kevin Garey or Ray Polzin. 
                                                  Thank you! 

3 Jada Hudlow, Leon Kruse 
7 Kay Christensen 
8 Bev Heinrich 
13  Kyle & Haley Blomquist 
15  Wendell & Bonnie Swanson 
17 Kevin Garey 
18 Mark & LaRayne Witte 
23 Carl & Bev Heinrich 
24 Andrea Olson 
26   Julie Bittner 
28 Eric Nelson, LeRoy & LouAnn Larson 
30 Lynette Downing 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Brian Moreau 
Altar Guild: Roxanne Orvis 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Usher Captains:  Brian Moreau & Gary Wendorf 
Readers:   
 July   5  — Brian Moreau 
 July 12 — Jill Erickson 
 July 19 — Bernice Moreau 
 July 26 — Diane Buehring 
Musicians: 
 July   5  — Cindy Wendorf 
 July 12 —  
 July 19 —  
 July 26 —  
PA Techs:   
 July   5  — David Haley 
 July 12 — Roxanne Orvis 
 July 19 — Roxanne Orvis 
 July 26 — David Haley 
Counters: 
 July   5  — Lynette Downing &  
 July 12 — Lynette Downing &  
 July 19 — Lynette Downing &  
 July 26 — Lynette Downing &  
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of Offering 
Longer 
Look 

Worship Communed 

5-31-2020 $3,400.00 —- —- —- 

6-7-2020 $5,600.00 5 38 36 

6-14-2020 $1,661.00 4 36 —- 

6-21-2020 $1,790.00 5 38 36 

Thank you to Mike & Wendy  
Willert for the donation of three 
sets of Cornhole.  We are grateful 
for them and look forward to using 
them in the future! 

Invitation for the Women 

of St. John’s 

The women of St. Stephen’s would like 
to invite you to the annual outing on 
Thursday, July 9 at 6:00 pm at Frandsen 
park on Chisago County Road 2 (also 
known as 1331 N Lake Drive of  Braham.  
Bring your own meal or order from 
Grumpy Minnow and it will be picked 
up.  Bring a lawn chair. 

Prayer Group Change of Meeting Day/Time 

The Prayer group has changed their meeting day 
and time.  Everyone is welcome to come.  Begin-
ning on July 7 it will bed on Tuesdays at 10:100 
am. Social distancing is being practiced. 


