
“God has called us to be a growing,  
caring group  

of believers in Jesus Christ 
who encourage and strengthen  

one another 
through Word and Sacrament 

as we reach out into our community  
and world  

with the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ 
to bring all people into His body, the church, 

as responsible members.” 
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Question of the Month 

Each month or so, the anniversary committee is 
going to have a question that they invite you to 
think about and hopefully share your thoughts,   
either anonymously, or if you care to share your 
name, that would be awesome.   There will be an 
opportunity in the worship service from time to time 
to write your response to the question and put into a 
basket on the counter in the back.  Or you can email 
the church at: stjohns@midco.net. 
 

What is your favorite thing about  
St. John’s Lutheran Church  

of Rush City, MN? 

In the 150 years of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, there have been approximately 
723 baptisms, or in the German church it 
was known as Taufs, through May 2022! 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Acts 20:28-32— “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
appointed you as overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which he purchased with his own 
blood.  I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 
flock.  Men will rise up even from your own number and distort the truth to lure the disciples into 
following them.  Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for three years I 
never stopped warning each one of you with tears.  And now I commit you to God and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you an inheritance among all who 
are sanctified.” (CSB) 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

 
Bringing a ministry to a close through retirement is interesting, confounding, peaceful, 

filled with doubt, fulfilling and emptying, all at the same time.  A couple of weeks ago we had 
the above reading as part of our 1st reading in church and as I heard it read I thought that it had 
special meaning for us—the congregations of St Stephen’s, St John’s, and me. 

If you look it up, you’ll notice that the context is Paul talking to the Ephesian elders on his 
way to Jerusalem to eventually be arrested and brought to trial in Rome.  Certainly not my 
situation—I’m not on my way to Jerusalem, nor do I expect to be placed on trial before the 
Roman emperor!  And I’m not talking to the (future) pastor of our congregations.  But it still has 
application.  I am leaving this ministry after serving for a substantial period of time.  People do 
still rise up from within congregations—sometimes well-meaning—with ideas based in false 
teaching and attempt to lead the followers of Jesus in a wrong direction.  And the flock of Jesus 
Christ needs to be warned against them: to keep their eyes and ears tuned to Jesus and his 
teaching in order to remain faithful. 

Our focus is on God and on the word of his grace.  You are forgiven.  Because Jesus, the 
Son of God and the son of Mary, came from heaven to bear your sins (and mine) to the cross—
there to die, be buried and rise again; suffering the wrath of God (our rightful punishment) to pay 
for your sins (and mine) and conquering sin, death and the devil—you are forgiven.  Your sins no 
longer stand against you. 

June 2022 

Continued on next page 



A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday 
School 

(Students + 
Teachers) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

4-24-2022 36 —- $3,834.00  1 + 2 7 

5-1-2022 24 30 $1,490.00  2 + 2 6 

5-8-2022 48 43 $6,231.00  No Class 6 

5-15-2022 33  $861.00  No Class 6 

5-22-2022 40 37 $1,785.00  No Class 3 
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Where there is forgiveness there is life.  We struggle through this world because in this 
world we have troubles.  (Nothing surprising there, Jesus did warn us: John 16:33.)  But we don’t 
just struggle on our own.  We have the promised presence of Jesus (always) and the promised gift 
of the Holy Spirit to guide us to all truth so that in this world we have abundant life—not as the 
nonbeliever assumes it to be, full of material riches and empty of trouble—but as God gives it, 
amazingly satisfying as we serve God and serve each other and as we receive service from others. 
It is not about accomplishments.  It is about looking to him, then following him. 

This is all by grace, through faith—and this, faith, not of yourselves, but a gift of the Holy 
Spirit, lest anyone should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Grace: a gift that delights the receiver to 
receive and the giver to give.  A Christmas gift—undeserved, but greatly valued.  An Easter 
gift—a promise of Spring leading into Summer after a long, drab winter.  Faith: believing; being 
certain of what you hope for and sure of what you do not see (Hebrews 11:1); knowing in your 
head, trusting in your heart, and working in response to it with your hands. 

Because, remember Ephesians 2:10: [saved] “In order to do the works which God has 
prepared in advance for you to do.”  You (we) are saved by grace through faith to action.  Each 
individual’s action may look different; each Christian congregation’s action may look different; 
but, nevertheless, faith in Jesus Christ leads to action in service to others—especially reaching 
out to those who need the assurance of the saving message of the forgiveness of sin given by our 
creator/redeemer God. 

As we draw near to the end of our ministry together in August, with Paul, I “commit you to 
God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you an inheritance 
among all who are sanctified.”  I can do no other. 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
 
Pastor Tim Renstrom 
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Elder:  Brian Moreau 
Altar Guild:  Lynette Downing & Roxanne Orvis 
Readers:   

June   5:  Jill Erickson 
June 12:  Diane Buehring 
June 19:  Jill Erickson 
June 26:  Diane Buehring 

PA Techs:   
June   5:  David Haley 
June 12:  Roxanne Orvis 
June 19:  David Haley 
June 26:  Roxanne Orvis 

Musicians:   
June   5:  Cindy Wendorf 
June 12:  Sue Haley 
June 19:  Cindy Wendorf 
June 26:  Katie Downing 

Acolytes: 
June   5:  Jacob Polzin 
June 12:  Addy Lewerenz 
June 19:  Elder 
June 26:  Elder 

 
 
PowerPoint: 

June   5:  Petersons 
June 12:  Petersons 
June 19:  Jessy Nelson 
June 26:  Petersons 

Camera: 
June   5:  Petersons 
June 12:  Petersons 
June 19:  Petersons 
June 26:  Jessy Nelson 

Counters: 
June   5:  Jill Erickson & Lynette Downing 
June 12:  Diane Buehring & Lynette Downing 
June 19:  Sue Haley & Lynette Downing 
June 26:  Jill Erickson & Lynette Downing 

Rusheba Station/The Landing Drivers: 
June   5:  Arlen Peterson 
June 12:  Diane Buehring 
June 19:  Jill Erickson 
June 26:  Arlen Peterson 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  

1 Dennis Gerold 
3 Laura Bakken 
4 Bart & Tracy McCoy 
5 Carl & Judy Huston 
8 Brittany Wendorf 
10 Char Renstrom 
11 Tim & Connie Heinrich 
16 Carl Heinrich, Rick & Jody Friday 

19 Gary & Cindy Wendorf 
20 Gary Scheff 
22 Katie Christensen,  
23 Colbie Bakken 
25 Melody Kruse, Roger & Leah Palmer 
27 Jody Friday, Butch Willert 
29 Kevin & Becky Garey 


