
A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

4-25-2021 36 ----- $3,380.00 6 1 + 1 4 

5-2-2021 51 50 $1,596.00 12 No class 3 

5-9-2021 27 ----- $1,623.00 8 1 + 1 4 

5-16-2021 31 30 $   990.00 9 No class 5 

5-23-2021 32 ----- $2,250.00 ? No class 5 
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Volunteers Needed 

We have begun a Christmas Card Project 
for the Rush City Correctional Facility.  We 
are reaching out to the congregation for 
some volunteers to help with these hand 
written signatures from our parish.  If you 
are interested in helping, please talk to 
Barb Olson. 

Bags to Benches 

The Rush City Chamber of Commerce and 
the Rush City Greenstep has partnered with 
Trex to recycle collected plastics into bench-
es for the City Park.  They are collecting 
clean and free of organic materials items 
such as grocery bags, bread bags, bubble 
wrap, dry cleaning bags, newspaper sleeves, 
ice bags, plastic shipping envelopes, ziplock 
and other reclosable food storage bags, case 
overwrap (like on packages of water), salt 
bags, pellet wrap & stretch film, wood pellet 
bags and produce bags.  Drop Off Locations 
for clean items are (during business hours) : 
Chucker’s Bowl, Rush City Hall, Perreault Chi-
ropractic, Positively 4th Street, Rush City 
Liquors, The Grill and the VFW.  For more 
information, call 612-695-6495. 

June Council Meeting Summary 

6 in attendance  Budget to actual is 104% which is really 
good with all the additional expenses to start the 
year.  20% of giving units are using egiving. Pastor has 
vacation May 30-June 12 and July 1- July 14th. Services 
will be Lay led, except July 11th Pastor Noennig will lead 
that service, with communion and a meal afterwards. 
Joint services between St. John’s and St. Stephens will be 
July 11th at St. Johns and August 8th at St. Stephens. 
Joint services will be held at special times. Bible study at 
9:00, Worship at 10:00 and meals will follow.  Looking to 
invest in a PTZ camera in order to record services, and 
live stream, the cost for the camera is approximately 
$1000.00. The entryway coat shelf is being redone to 
remove part of the shelf so that there is room for the 
wheelchair, when the shelf was being removed the 
sheetrock/wall was coming up so it will have to be fixed. 
The lawn is being mowed by Rick Friday. The price for 
concrete to be poured around the sign and the garage (3 
ft wide to match the church) is requested by Palmer Con-
struction. The concrete will help with mowing and will 
look better. Committee members were appointed for the 
remainder of 2021. Beginning in January of 2022, com-
mittees will have appointed members serve a 2 year 
term. All committee members were appointed in May 
except the nominating committee and counting com-
mittee. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

On Discipleship… 
     So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, (John 8:31 ESV) 
     Then Jesus told his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me. (Matthew 16:24 ESV) 
     Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore 
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." (Matthew 9:37-
38 ESV) 

Here, I think, is one of the great challenges facing all of us who are baptized Christians: 
Now that government mandates and closures are relaxing as God is giving us relief from the 
Covid-19 virus through means of the techonology given us in vaccination, how do we bring 
people back “through the doors” into the fellowship that is Christian discipleship? 

It is a question that  I personally ponder daily.  It is a question that dominates conversation 
in our Elders’ meetings.  It is a question that irresistably arises in every group of gathered 
pastors.  Will people once again gather together in fellowship to worship?  Who will get lost in 
the transition? 

It doesn’t matter if you are on the side trying to encourage people to physically come to 
hear God’s Word and receive the Sacraments, or if you are the side that is struggling as you 
consider whether or not to join others in worship.  The response from either ‘side’ is a 
discipleship response. 

The discipleship I’m talking about is being a follower of Jesus.  The Bible teaches that, by 
virtue of Baptism, one becomes a follower of Jesus—a disciple.  Disciples are not defined by 
what they do—they are defined by who they follow.  Disciples can be identified by what they 
do:  They will know that we are Christians by our love—to paraphrase of John 13:35.  Still, we, 
as the baptized, are identified in our baptism as disciples of Jesus. 
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Still, disciples must ‘do’ something.  So, if we follow Jesus, we do as he says—as Luther 
points out in his explanation to the second article of the Apostles’ Creed:  “I believe that Jesus 
Christ, true God, begotten of the father from eternity and true man, born of the virgin Mary, is 
my Lord” (emphasis added).  A “lord” is one who has the right and obligation to tell me what 
to do and I must follow him.  Like it or not, this is our confession.  With that in mind, the verses 
above give us 3 rather basic directions from Jesus. 

1. Abide in his word.  To abide means to live in his word—some translations use ‘remain’.  
But the idea is that we never leave it, ‘it’ being—HIS WORD.  To those who would like 
to ‘guilt’ disciples to return who are tempted to remain absent from gathering together 
for worship, this means that we allow God’s Word, not human manipulation, to do his 
work to call his disciples back together.  To those who remain tempted to remain 
separated because “I can watch church on the internet or tv, etc.”, this means that all 
of God’s Word is calling and inviting you, including the commands to not ‘give up 
meeting together as some have done’, and especially the invitation to ‘take, eat; take, 
drink’ in the community of other believers for the mutual consolation and 
encouragement to be gained from being with fellow disciples. 

2. Deny yourself.  It’s not ‘all about me’ and my comfort or opinions or...anything.  It’s 
about taking up our cross—bearing whatever discomfort there is for the sake of others.  
Frankly, it’s about dying.  Dying to my desire to do whatever is distracting me from 
being “there” for others as well as myself.  Dying to my desire to think more highly of 
myself that I ought because I am “here”. 

3. Live as a harvestor.  In his Word, dying to ourselves, we live as harvestors—gathering 
the crop that he has sown.  Gathering with open arms the new disciples waiting to hear 
the words of Jesus from our mouths and actions… ‘here is true hope.  Believe in me 
and be saved.’ 

The Rev. Dr. Mark Mattes wrote in an essay titled “Discipleship in Lutheran 
Perspective” (The Mercy of God in the Cross of Christ, edited by Ross Johnson and John Pless, 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod © 2016, p. 517): “We  have lost confidence in the 
Gospel; we have been so seduced by the world’s promises, whether they are the promises of 
therapy or politics or the economy.  If we tend to the Word, there is promise that the Word 
itself will open us up from the inside out — just as it did at the time of the Reformation — and 
use us to change the world.  To be wrapped up in the Scriptures and in their proclamation of 
good news may occasion the change which we seek.  As Klaus Schwarzwaller puts it, we would 
move from kneeling (prayer) and sitting (study), as necessary as they both are, to enter the 
fray, fighting for the wellbeing of the world, cooperating with the Lord who is ever-creative of 
the world.” 
Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries  

1 Dennis Gerold 
3 Laura Bakken 
4 Bart & Tracy McCoy 
5 Carl & Judy Huston 
6 Steve & Kari Vanden Heuvel 
8 Brittany Wendorf 
10 Char Renstrom 
11 Tim & Connie Heinrich 
16 Carl Heinrich, Rick & Jody Friday 
19 Gary & Cindy Wendorf 
20 Gary Scheff, Kari Vanden Heuvel 
22 Katie Christensen,  
23 Colbie Bakken, Jeff & Susan Elsenpeter 
25 Melody Kruse, Roger & Leah Palmer 
27 Jody Friday, Butch Willert 
29 Kevin & Becky Garey 

Elder:  Bob Downing 
Altar Guild:  Lynette Downing  
Readers:   

June   6: Jill Erickson 
June 13: Brian Moreau 
June 20: Bernice Moreau 
June 27: Jill Erickson 

PA Techs:   
June   6: Roxanne Orvis 
June 13: David Haley 
June 20: Roxanne Orvis 
June 27: David Haley 

Musicians:   
June   6: Cindy Wendorf 
June 13:  
June 20:  
June 27:  

Acolytes: 
June   6: Jacob Polzin 
June 13: Addy Lewerenz 
June 20: Addy Lewerenz 
June 27: Elder 

Committee Appointments 
To follow our new constitution, the church council ap-
pointed the following people to committees for the re-
mainder of 2021. 
Evangelism:  Ray Polzin, Jeanette Polzin, Carol Werlein 
Fellowship: Carol Werlein, Kay Christensen, Bonnie 
                      Swanson, Karen Peterson 
Sunday School Superintendent: Karen Peterson 
Financial Secretary: Lynette Downing 
Auditing Committee: Dick Scheele, Brian Moreau,  
                                       Jeanette Polzin 

Voters Meeting Summary: 

9 members were present at the meeting. Pastor shared 1 student from St. John’s will be confirmed this 
spring. Budget is slightly over at 110% but our refrigerator went out which had to be replaced. No con-
cerns with being over as we paid for bigger projects during Qtr. 1. We have a quality treasurer who is 
very detailed. Trustees had the church painted, carpet cleaned and continue to get bids for the parking 
lot and lighting upgrade. LWML held the zone rally in April and it went well as a blended (in person and 
online) gathering. Richard Bittner was nominated to the cemetery committee. Altar Guild is working on 
the Paraments and has 2 sets left to replace. Anniversary committee is being creative with their plan-
ning and are looking for people who have artistic abilities or want to get involved. New policies and 
procedures were adopted to make it easier to make changes if they are needed.  Members would like 
to see more young families at church and we all need to make visitors feel welcomed, children’s noise 
in church is good, it is our future. 


