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Did You Know? 

On June 15, 1873 a meeting was held to purchase 
22 acres of land along the shore of Rush Lake 
from Mr. Jarchow for the price of $340. The deal 
was closed with each member paying $1.00 down 
payment.  On this piece of land stood a log cabin 
which was used as the first church building.  The 
present cemetery was surveyed that same year. 

Chancel Furniture Restoration Project 

The restoration of our chancel furniture is well 
underway. The pulpit has been restored and the 
altar is now in process. If you wish to donate to 
this project, please make checks out to St. 
John’s Lutheran Church and put “Chancel Furni-
ture Restoration” on the memo line. 

Experience International Missions with the Central American Lutheran Mission Society! 

Pastor Jake Gillard is offering this special opportunity for anyone in the Rum River Circuit. He will      
personally lead a team of 8 to 12. There will be 4 monthly pre-go meetings for team building, training, 
and orientation. Spanish language skills not required. 
Once assembled, the team will decide: 

1.  Destination: could be one of three countries: Panama, Guatemala, or Nicaragua 
2.  Dates: December, January, or February (such a convenient time for Minnesotans to bug out) 
3.  Duration: can range from 6 to 15 days (an 8 day trip is typically $700 to $850, plus airfare) 
4.  Witness strategies: teaching English, construction, sports/music camp, medical/dental/vision  
     clinic, youth/children’s ministry, women’s/men’s ministry, house-to-house visitation 

    You are encouraged to speak with your pastor and pray about your participation in this life-changing 
trip. The idea is that people from our circuit (not always the same people) would travel once or twice 
per year to maintain a relationship with a particular community over a period of several years. The 
goal is to form the first team by the end of summer and travel this winter. Ideal spiritual growth for   
singles, families, parent-child, or grandparent-grandchild. Includes one tourist day; add-on vacation 
packages are possible. 
    Pastor Jake lives in Cambridge, serves as the Executive Director of CALMS, and helps fill the long-
term vacancy at Faith in Zimmerman. For more information call/text him at 612.567.0059 or              
jacob@calms.org  

Lawn Mowing 
Your help is needed to mow our 
church lawn.  Please sign up on 
the bulletin board at the back of 
the sanctuary.  Gas and mower 
are supplied! If you have any 

questions, please contact Kevin Garey, Eric 
Nelson or Ray Polzin.   

Our Christian Sympathy is 
extended  

 … to Pastor & Char Renstrom and  
their family on the death of his  
mother, June, who passed away on  
Friday, May 17.  The  service was  
held in Elbow Lake on Thursday, May 23 

May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to all 

who grieve. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

This is a fun time of the year to be pastor.  Easter Sunday has been celebrated, but we’re still in 
the season of Easter; Pentecost Sunday is coming; Trinity Sunday (when we can sing “Holy, Holy, 
Holy”!) follows the next Sunday; and, then, we often celebrate Confirmation Sunday within this 
sequence; and plus all the other little things which we do as Easter winds down and Summer 
approaches!  It’s just a fun time of the year to be a pastor! 

And then there is another of my favorite things this time of the year: having some 
opportunities to preach on the Revelation readings which are often assigned during this season.  
(Actually, I struggle, because I also enjoy preaching on the Acts readings!)  I especially enjoyed 
preaching on Revelation 7 a few weeks ago.  Here God reminds us that He has all of this world’s 
problems and woes well in hand:  “Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to 
the Lamb!” 

That is the answer, isn’t it?  We might be the ones with cancer in our family.  It is such a 
devastating attack of the world on our sinful flesh.  We hurt for the loved one who suffers…and we hurt 
because we have to watch the suffering.  We pray for relief, hoping that God is a loving God, 
wondering how a loving God…well, you know the rest of that statement.  And it always seems like such 
a sudden attack!  It enters our perfectly organized and orchestrated plan to live our lives and DOESN’T 
FIT!  But it’s not a surprise to God.  He’s been preparing us to be faithful through this devastation long 
before it came upon us…and calls us to repeat, “Salvation belongs to our God.” 

The same is true for heart disease, accidents, Alzheimer’s, old age and the ten thousands other 
maladies that strike at us every day!  Not to speak of the homeless or loss of jobs, the family squabbles, 
the divorces, the run-aways…And deaths…  These all interrupt our life plans.  They all are so…
inconvenient.  It seems like God is against us at every turn.  Why God?!  

But it is not God who is attacking us.  He is no longer at war with us.  He has declared peace—
despite our on-going struggles.  It is the world, our sinful flesh and Satan who 
are attacking us.  And God continues to defend us, protect us and prepare us 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

4-28-2019 45 ----- $3,573.82 8 ----- 3 

5-5-2019 44 40 $2,450.00 7 2 + 1 3 

5-12-2019 47 ----- $3,572.25 9 ----- 2 

5-19-2019 43 35 $1,410.25 4 ----- 4 
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against those attacks. 
We are saved by grace (free gift) through faith (believing) in the Easter message of Jesus—his 

sinless life given as a sacrifice on the cross to pay for the sins of the world; his resurrection a guarantee 
of his defeat of our enemies: world, flesh and Satan.  And, because he desires all to come to faith and 
have salvation, he walks with us as we live in this world so that others will have a chance to believe 
that salvation is for them as well (“if he can do it, well, maybe I can too?!). 

I’ve got a coaster on my desk which sums things nicely.  (Someone gave it to me, thinking that I 
needed it—lest you think I’ve got this all figured out!) “Take a deep breath, God’s got this.”  That’s the 
whole of the message of John’s Revelation—no matter what you see around you, no matter how 
devastating and scary, take a deep breath, God’s got this.  He’s not surprised.  He’s planned for all 
this—and you are in his plan.  Take a deep breath.  You’re in good hands.  Salvation belongs to our 
God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb! 

 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

Chisago County Fair Parking 

It’s time to begin planning for 
the annual project of parking 
cars (in our parking lot) during 
the Chisago County Fair, July 18-
20.  Lots of volunteers are 
needed to work in SJLC parking 
lot.  Watch for sign-up sheets for 
volunteers.  Bring a lawn chair and a beverage if 
you desire and be ready to greet people and 
have a great time!  If you have questions, please 
talk to Karen Peterson 

Quilt of Honor Presentation 

Everyone is invited to a Quilt of 
Honor presentation for Dennis 
Gerold on Thursday, June 20 at 
6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
at church.  There will be  
refreshments served.   

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Les Orvis 
Altar Guild: Lynette Downing 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Greeters:  Bob & Lynette Downing 
Usher Captain:  Jacob Polzin 
Readers:   
 June   2 — Jill Erickson 
 June   9 — Diane Buehring 
 June 16 — Les Orvis 
 June 23 — Brian Moreau 
 June 30 — Bernice Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 June   2 — David Haley 
 June   9 — Roxanne Orvis 
 June 16 — Roxanne Orvis 
 June 23 — David Haley 
 June 30 — David Haley 
Musicians:   
 June   2 — Katie Downing 
 June   9 —  
 June 16 —  
 June 23 —  
 June 30 —  
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June Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
*  those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

*  those who counted and posted the offerings.  
*  those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
    mornings. 
* those who have mowed the lawn in May 
*  those who decorate throughout the year 
*  those who faithfully serve on the council,  
    committees and boards. 
*   Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for 

leading the Prison Ministry Service 
*   Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The Estates 

at Rush City Service 
*  those who helped to assemble this 

newsletter. 
*  our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

1 Dennis Gerold 
3 Laura Bakken 
4 Bart & Tracy McCoy 
5 Carl & Judy Huston 
6 Steve & Kari Vanden Heuvel 
8 Brittany Wendorf 
10 Char Renstrom 
11 Tim & Connie Heinrich 

16 Carl Heinrich, Rick & Jody Friday 
19 Gary & Cindy Wendorf 
20 Gary Scheff 
22 Katie Christensen,  
23 Colbie Bakken, Jeff & Susan Elsenpeter 
25 Melody Kruse, Roger & Leah Palmer 
27 Jody Friday, Butch Willert 
29 Kevin & Becky Garey 


