
A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

3-28-2021 46 ----- $3,455.00 10 2 + 1 5 

4-4-2021 
Easter 

66 47 $2,688.50 No Class No Class 4 

4-11-2021 40 ----- $1,767.00 ? No Class 5 

4-18-2021 33 31 $1,254.00 9 1 + 1 4 
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Altar Flowers 

Would you like to celebrate a special occasion, 
remember a loved one, or give thanks to God for 
all your blessings?  Consider providing altar 
flowers. 
 
There is a sign-up sheet and forms on the bulletin 
board at the back of the sanctuary. Please add 
your name to the list and fill out a form.  The cost 
of the flowers is $35.  Please make checks out to 
“St. John’s Lutheran Church” and put altar flowers 
in the memo line.  That’s all there is to it!  The 
altar guild will order the flowers and make sure 
they are in place. 

Small Group Bible Study Meets Monday 
Nights at 7 

A Monday evening Bible discussion has been 
formed by a few young people, led by Pastor. 
The small group would like to invite more to join 
them. They meet at St. Stephen’s at 7:00 p.m. 
The group is for those who are recently con-
firmed up to early 20’s. 

Save the Date! 

Mark Saturday, September 18 on your calen-
dar!  St. John’s will be having a Fund Raiser 
Concert for Fostering Families featuring the 
Mystery Mountain Boys.  It will be an outdoor 
concert beginning at 2:00 pm.  More details as 
we get closer, but make sure to save the date! 

Volunteers Needed 

We have begun a Christmas Card Project for the 
Rush City Correctional Facility.  We are reaching 
out to the congregation for some volunteers to 
help with these hand written signatures from 
our parish.  If you are interested in helping, 
please talk to Barb Olson. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

With Ascension Day coming up, May 13, I found the following to be an interesting devotion.  It is from 
The Devotional Bible: Volume One © 1948, CPH.  I have taken the liberty of updating the language a bit 
for our modern ears.  Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 
 

The Sign of the Prophet Jonah 
Matthew 12:38-50 

 

“Are you the Messiah?” How do we know?  Jesus answered this vital question by saying that He 
would perform one great outstanding miracle.  This would prove for all times to come that He was the 
promised Christ and Savior of the world.  That sign was the sign of the Prophet Jonah.  As Jonah was in 
the belly of a great fish for three days and lived, so shall He, the Son of Man, be put to death, placed 
into a sepulcher, and on the third day come forth out of the tomb.   

The priest and the leaders of Jerusalem did not forget this challenging assertion.  After Jesus had 
been placed in Joseph of Arimathea’s sepulcher on that Friday of the crucifixion, these men of the 
Sanhedrin went to Pilate and said: “Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while He was yet alive, 
After three days I will rise again” (Matthew 27:63).  For this reason they made doubly sure that no one 
would come near the tomb to attempt to take the bodly.  The tomb was officially sealed and then a 
detail of soldiers placed in front of it to guard it. 

But this was to no avail.  On the third day the tomb was empty, and Jesus was seen alive.  By this 
miracle of miracles Jesus gave proof to the ages that He was God and that He had accomplished His 
task of redeeming the souls of men from the deadly clutches of Satan. But many do not believe.  
Therefore the inhabitants of Nineveh and the queen of Sheba shall rise in the day of judgment to 
testify against these unbelieving generations. 

 
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, "Teacher, we wish to see a sign 
from you." But he answered them, "An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no 
sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will 
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the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will 
rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching 
of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. The queen of the South will rise up 
at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to 
hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. "When the 
unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, but finds 
none. Then it says, 'I will return to my house from which I came.' And when it comes, it finds the 
house empty, swept, and put in order. Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more 
evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there, and the last state of that person is worse than the 
first. So also will it be with this evil generation." 
  
While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, 
asking to speak to him. But he replied to the man who told him, "Who is my mother, and who are 
my brothers?" And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, "Here are my mother 
and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and 
mother." 

 (Mat 12:38-50 ESV) 
 

Since Jesus is risen from the dead, unbelievers are without excuse.  He has shown beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that He is God of God and the Savior of mankind.  Those who reject Him in this 
present age and generation have not a foot to stand on in their inexcusable unbelief.  If the Ninevites 
believed Jonah and the queen of Sheba accepted Solomon’s word, what excuse can any offer now 
since Jesus is risen from the dead? 

How do we explain this obstinacy which refuses to accept the risen Christ? Satan has taken full 
possession of their hearts.  They refuse to give Jesus the right of way in their lives.  They reform but 
they refuse to turn to Christ.  So Satan returns and, not finding consecrated but empty hearts, takes full 
possession.  He allows them to be religious and good in the eyes of the world.  Satan does not care 
how religious you are as long as you do not come to the sacred wounds of Christ and look up to the 
Cross for your salvation and eternal life.  He does not object to respectability and self-righteousness.  
Satan does not want you to lean upon Jesus, but upon your own self. 

And if we do seek heaven without Christ, we are closing the one door that opens the way to life.  
Thus many have ears and do not hear and have eyes and do not see that the labors of their hands are 
not sufficient to save their souls. 

Blessed are they indeed who hear the Gospel and believe it.  Peace comes to their heart as the 
risen Savior takes full possession of their lives and abides. 

 
PRAYER:  Lord, I am grateful to You that You have given to us the indisputable sign of Jesus’ 
resurrection and in this risen Christ the assurance of forgiveness of my sin, the hope of life 
everlasting, and the promise of a personal resurrection of this dying body.  I know that my 
Redeemer lives, and because He lives, I, too, in my flesh shall see Him face to face in a life in 
which death and sorrow and decay cannot touch me.  Praise to You, most gracious Father, for 

this blessed hope given to me through my risen and ever-living Savior.  Amen. 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 
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May Birthdays & Anniversaries  

1 LeRoy Larson 
2 Cindy Wendorf, Bob & Lynette Downing 
3 Tricia Williams, Amber Witte 
6 Wendy Fehrman, Abby Peterson 
8 Les & Roxanne Orvis 
15 Rick Friday, Alayna Krone 
19 Jami Friday  
20 Deb Shoemaker 
22 Butch & Marya Willert 
23 Glenda Gerold, Michael Gerold, Leah Hudlow 
24 Dennis & Glenda Gerold 
30 LouAnn Larson  
31 Eleanor Moroeau 

Elder:  Les Orvis 
Altar Guild:  Lynette Downing  
Readers:   

May   2:  Diane Buehring 
May   9:  Brian Moreau 
May 16:  Jill Erickson 
May 23:  Bernice Moreau 
May 30:  Jill Erickson 

PA Techs:   
May   2:  David Haley 
May   9:  Roxanne Orvis 
May 16:  David Haley 
May 23:  Roxanne Orvis 
May 30:  David Haley 

Musicians:   
May   2:  Katie Downing 
May   9:  Katie Downing 
May 16:   
May 23:   
May 30:   

Acolytes: 
May   2:  Jacob Polzin 
May   9:  Elder 
May 16:  Addy Lewerenz 
May 23:  Addy Lewerenz 
May 30:  Elder 

Congratulations to Our Graduate: 

Michael Gerold will be graduating from 
Pine City High School this year.   

Congratulations to you and God’s  
blessings as you begin a new chapter in 

your life! 

Bags to Benches 
The Rush City Chamber of Commerce and the Rush City 
Greenstep has partnered with Trex to recycle collected 
plastics into benches for the City Park.  They are col-
lecting clean and free of organic materials items such as 
grocery bags, bread bags, bubble wrap, dry cleaning bags, 
newspaper sleeves, ice bags, plastic shipping envelopes, 
ziplock and other reclosable food storage bags, case 
overwrap (like on packages of water), salt bags, pellet 
wrap & stretch film, wood pellet bags and produce bags.  
Drop Off Locations for clean items are (during business 
hours) : Chucker’s Bowl, Rush City Hall, Perreault Chiro-
practic, Positively 4th Street, Rush City Liquors, The Grill 
and the VFW.  For more information, call 612-695-6495. 


