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Page 6 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Perspective 
 
Then I heard a loud voice from the throne:  Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will live with 
them.  They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and will be their God.  He will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no more; grief, crying and pain will be no more, because 
the previous things have passed away.  (Revelation 21:3-4 CSB) 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It has been a long time since we have had the opportunity to gather together.  Please, be 
assured that I miss all of you.  By the grace of God we’ve been able to keep connected in some 
different ways, but it is not the way that most of us prefer.  And, likewise by the grace of God, the time 
will come again when we will gather around Word and Sacrament to hear and share the saving story of 
our salvation through the work of Jesus, by grace, through faith.  Amen.  Come quickly Lord Jesus! 

Depending on which church’s newsletter you read (St. Stephen’s or St. John’s), the details of 
this following information may or may not be available to you. But I want to share with all of you, so 
that all of you can know God’s continuing work among us. In the past month we have celebrated 4 
baptisms and 1 funeral, as well as a number of individuals and families requesting and receiving the 
Lord’s Supper in our combined ministry.  Thanks be to God, he does not practice ‘social distancing’!  He 
comes close at all times and reaches out his saving arms to rescue redeemed sinners. 

A few words by way of further encouragement. 

When I was a young child my father modeled a very important lesson for me:  Perspective.  He 
wouldn’t call it that.  He would simply always point out, to my obvious frustration, that there are 
always at least two sides to every argument.  As I grew older, I quickly learned that there could be 
several sides to any argument—and, I learned, that if one was going to be successful in debate or 
negotiating, it was critical to be able to argue the ‘other side's’ point of view even more effectively than 
they could.  Knowing the other side’s perspective didn’t mean that the other 
side was ‘right’.  It just meant that you could see things from their perspective. 
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This is a vital lesson to be learned in many areas of life—not just negotiating or debating.  It is 
helpful to have perspective in dealing with people richer or poorer than one’s self.  It is good to try to 
understand urban\suburban thinking vs. rural thinking—they are quite different and each can be quite 
frustrating to deal with when one doesn’t know the differences.  There are different perspectives when 
one looks at our nation from a ‘saltwater’ state perspective vs. a Midwestern state perspective. 

As you can imagine, the above thoughts are not exhaustive.  But they begin to give you an idea 
about perspective.  This now brings us to our current world-wide ‘crisis’.  You may begin to understand 
why I put ‘crisis’ in quotes in a moment as you consider the following statistics. 

The Worldometer is an internet tool.  It tracks statistics of various sorts and makes estimates in 
an ongoing fashion.  I’m always skeptical of anything I find on the internet, but this has mostly 
favorable reviews.  So I will use their numbers to try to put the COVID-19 event into perspective.  
Please understand, that as I do this I consider one death too many and all lives are extremely valuable. 

As of 5:00 p.m., April 21, world-wide there were an estimated 177,179 deaths since January 1, 
2020, caused by the COVID-19 virus.  Yes.  That’s a lot of deaths. 

In the same period of time, there were an estimated 328,000 suicides; 413,000 traffic deaths; 
514,000 deaths from HIV/AIDS; 1,529,000 deaths from smoking; 2,512,000 deaths from cancer; 
and...drum roll, please...13,004,000 deaths by abortion.  That’s a lot more deaths. 

But, as one person said, “Those are all things I have control over…”, thus implying what many 
of us are feeling, we fear the unknown.  My question is, where’s the ‘crisis’ call, the ‘social distancing’—
the government cry for drastic public action—for suicides, traffic deaths,...abortion?  But that’s not the 
point of this message. 

The point of this message is perspective.  Ours.  God’s. 
Our perspective is we have death all around us—some over which we think we have some 

control and some which frightens us to paralysis because we see no one with control. 
God’s perspective is shown in the verses from Revelation 21 quoted at the beginning of this 

message.  His words are both proclamation for today and predictive of the future.  The Lamb is 
victorious over Satan, sin and death.  The Bridegroom has come and is coming for his bride.  Christ 
Jesus is the sacrificial lamb whose death on the cross pays for the sins of all humanity and whose 
resurrected life gives the sure and certain hope of abundant life in the presence of God while we are in 
this world and when we enter eternal life in heaven, the new Jerusalem, when this present age is 
brought to its end. 

God’s perspective is that we are his.  His sheep, his family, his lost sinners made righteous by 
the blood of the lamb.  Jesus’ promise at the end of Matthew holds true, always:  “I am with you 
always…”  It isn’t broken because of pandemic.  It isn’t broken because of ‘social distancing’.  It isn’t 
broken by our sin.  It isn’t broken by the consequences of our sin.  Jesus is always true to his Word.  By 
grace through faith, Jesus says to us “Your sins are forgiven.  You are mine.” 

God’s perspective is right—righteous.  Ours is fogged-in in the sin-filled world that surrounds 
us.  In the grace that is ours in Christ Jesus, I encourage you to look to his Word for understanding, and 
to see the right perspective—that the way through all the events in this life of ours—is through the one 
that is the Way, the Truth and the Life, Christ Jesus our Lord. 

“God has called us to be a growing,  
caring group  

of believers in Jesus Christ 
who encourage and strengthen  

one another 
through Word and Sacrament 

as we reach out into our community  
and world  

with the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ 
to bring all people into His body, the church, 

as responsible members.” 

Lawn Mowing 

Your help is needed to mow our 
church lawn.  Please sign up on 
the bulletin board at the back of 
the sanctuary.  Gas and mower 
are supplied! If you have any 

questions, please contact Kevin Garey or Ray 
Polzin.   

Our Christian Sympathy 
is extended  

 … to Bob & Lynette Downing 
and  
their family on the death of his  
mother, Diane, who passed 
away on  Sunday, April 5.  
There was a private graveside funeral. 

May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to all 

who grieve. 

As we were unable to meet due to COVID-19 and the 
Stay at Home order, the Voters’ Meeting which was 
scheduled for Sunday, April 26 will be rescheduled at 
a later time. 
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As we are not yet able to gather together for worship, here are ways to still get the service 
and Pastor’s sermon. 

RADIO: 
St. John’s/St. Stephen’s Sunday morning worship service is broadcast on WCMP 
106.5 FM & 1350 AM out of Pine City at 11:00 a.m. Sunday mornings.  
 

VIDEO AND AUDIO: 
www.stjohnsrushcity.org (Depending on how well your internet service is, if the video 
doesn’t work well, go for the audio.)   Also on Facebook. 
 

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY: 
Main Street Living is an hour-long Lutheran television program 
that airs new episodes each Sunday morning. The Twin Cities 
program is broadcast at 9 am Central time on WFTC channel 29/9
-2. Each Sunday, viewers enjoy a 30-minute remastered episode 
of “This is the Life,” a popular Lutheran Hour Ministries series 
from the 70s and 80s. The episode is followed by a modified 
Lutheran worship service—led by a different local pastor each 
week. Join every week for Bible-based Lutheran Worship.  If you 
are unable to get it on your TV, you can catch it on their web page at 
www.mainstreetliving.com. 

Devotional Opportunities 
 
The Lutheran Hour 

Sundays at 6:05 am  
on WCCO 830 AM)   

 
 
 

          Worldwide KFUO.org 
The Messenger of Good News
         
Weekdays @ 11am (CT) on  
 your Lutheran Radio Station:  
           www.KFUO.org 

      A place for Great Talk  
      & Great Sacred Music 

A Measure of our 
Discipleship Together 

in Christ 

Week of Offering 

3-29-2020 $3,201.00 

4-5-2020 $2,310.25 

4-12-2020 $2,400.00 

4-19-2020 $3,335.00 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Les Orvis 
Altar Guild: Lynette Downing 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Greeters:   
Usher Captain:  Wendell M. Swanson 
Readers:   
 May   3 — No Service 
 May 10 — No Service 
 May 17—  Jill Erickson 
 May 24 — Jill Erickson 
 May 31 — Brian Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 May   3 — No Service 
 May 10 — No Service 
 May 17—  
 May 24 —  
 May 31 —   
Musicians:   
 May   3 — No Service 
 May 10 — No Service 
 May 17—  
 May 24 —  
 May 31 —   
Counters:   
 May   3 — Lynette Downing 
 May 10 — Lynette Downing 
 May 17—  Lynette Downing & Jill Erickson 
 May 24 — Lynette Downing &  
 May 31 —  Lynette Downing &  
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May Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
*  those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

*  those who counted and posted the offerings.  
*  those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
    mornings. 
*  those who decorate throughout the year 
*  those who faithfully serve on the council,  
    committees and boards. 
*   Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for 

leading the Prison Ministry Service 
*   Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The Estates 

at Rush City Service 
*  those who helped to assemble this 

newsletter. 
*  our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

1 LeRoy Larson 
2 Cindy Wendorf, Bob & Lynette Downing 
3 Tricia Williams, Amber Witte 
6 Wendy Fehrman, Abby Peterson 
8 Les & Roxanne Orvis 
15 Rick Friday, Alayna Krone 
19 Jami Friday  
20 Deb Shoemaker 
22 Butch & Marya Willert 
23 Glenda Gerold, Michael Gerold, Leah Hudlow 
24 Dennis & Glenda Gerold 
30 LouAnn Larson  

Congratulations to Our Graduates: 

Amanda Palmer, Andrea Olson and Jeremiah 
Skaj will be graduating from High School this 
year.  Congratulations to you and God’s bless-
ings as you begin a new chapter in your life! 

http://www.KFUO.org

