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Rum River Zone LWML Spring Rally 
The spring rally will be 
Saturday, May 4 at Lord of 
the Lakes Lutheran Church—
25402 Itasca Avenue of       
Forest Lake.  Registration  
begins at 8:30 am. 

The guest speaker will be Shelly Carlson who 
is the Director of Youth and Education at Lord 
of the Lakes.  She has a passion for youth and 
connecting them to Christ.  She also has a 
passion for Servant Events. 

The In-Gathering offerings will be polar fleece 
yardages and non-expired canned foods for 
the local food shelf. 

A salad luncheon will be provided.  The      
registration fee is $6. 

Did You Know? 
On May 11, 1873 about twenty neighbors met at 
the home of John Boeck near Rush Lake to form a 
Lutheran church.  It was named “St. Johannes 
Gemeinde Zum Rusch Laek” —translated to St. 
John’s Congregation to (or at) Rush Lake. 

Are we ready to have an anniversary celebration 
five years from now to thank God for 150 years of 
His blessings?  Start getting your ideas ready! 

Chancel Furniture Restoration Project 

The restoration of our chancel furniture has 
begun!  The pulpit is in the process of being  
restored now and should return in about three 
weeks.  The next piece will then be taken to be 
restored.  If you wish to donate to this project, 
please make checks out to St. John’s Lutheran 
Church and put “Chancel Furniture Restoration” 
on the memo line. 

Experience International Missions with the Central American Lutheran Mission Society! 

Pastor Jake Gillard is offering this special opportunity for anyone in the Rum River Circuit. He will      
personally lead a team of 8 to 12. There will be 4 monthly pre-go meetings for team building, training, 
and orientation. Spanish language skills not required. 
Once assembled, the team will decide: 

1.  Destination: could be one of three countries: Panama, Guatemala, or Nicaragua 
2.  Dates: December, January, or February (such a convenient time for Minnesotans to bug out) 
3.  Duration: can range from 6 to 15 days (an 8 day trip is typically $700 to $850, plus airfare) 
4.  Witness strategies: teaching English, construction, sports/music camp, medical/dental/vision  
     clinic, youth/children’s ministry, women’s/men’s ministry, house-to-house visitation 

    You are encouraged to speak with your pastor and pray about your participation in this life-changing 
trip. The idea is that people from our circuit (not always the same people) would travel once or twice 
per year to maintain a relationship with a particular community over a period of several years. The 
goal is to form the first team by the end of summer 
and travel this winter. Ideal spiritual growth for   
singles, families, parent-child, or grandparent-
grandchild. Includes one tourist day; add-on vaca-
tion packages are possible. 
    Pastor Jake lives in Cambridge, serves as the Exec-
utive Director of CALMS, and helps fill the long-term 
vacancy at Faith in Zimmerman. For more infor-
mation call/text him at 612.567.0059 or jacob@calms.org  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

If Easter Were Not True 
Matthew 28:1-10 

It’s true, Christ rose. Two facts stand undeniable in the Easter message:  On the third day the tomb 

was empty, and Jesus was seen alive. 

This is the crowning evidence of His Messiahship and His eternal Sonship. When Jesus was 

challenged by the opposition to perform one master miracle and give them one indisputable sign by 

which they were to know that He is before Abraham, then Jesus said He would give them the sign of 

the Prophet Jonah. Again Jesus challenged them: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 

up.” 

The sign of Jonah is fulfilled. As Jonah was in the belly of the fish and came forth alive, so Jesus was 

in the tomb unto the third day and then was seen alive. “Behold My hands and My feet that it is I 

Myself; handle Me and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see Me have” (Luke 24:39). 

Friend and foe alike say that He rose. The women, unsuspecting, came to anoint Jesus early on 

Sunday morning for His final entombment, to hear to their utter amazement: “He is not here, for He is 

risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” 

Read Matthew 28:1-10 

What difference does it make that Jesus rose? All the difference in the world! If Christ is not risen, 

then we are still unforgiven sinners, then we must face a condemning judgment, then heaven is closed 

forever to us, then we have no hope as we stand at open graves, then we are the most miserable 

creatures on the earth. Truly it were better then that we had never been born. 

The Easter victory brings to us life and heaven, joy and peace, certainty and security. 

Sin cannot condemn us, for we are justified by faith, which holds fast to the eternal truth that the 

blood of Jesus cleanses us from all our transgressions. 
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A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

3-31-2019 59 ----- $3,652.00 14 5 + 3 3 

4-7-2019 48 42 $3,031.00 15 2 + 2 2 

4-14-2019 56 ----- $2,309.00 14 3 + 2 3 

4-21-2019 
Easter Service 

83 57 $1,862.00 ----- ----- 3 
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Death has lost its deadening grip on us, and we can pass through its dark valley with Christ at our 

side. Death is man’s greatest foe. Death stopped Alexander, stopped Caesar, stopped thousands of 

others, but death did not stop Jesus. He rose, He ascended, and He lives. Because he lives, I too shall 

live. In my flesh shall I see God. In me is indestructible life by faith in Christ, my living Savior. 

A new life is given me even now. We have been quickened together with Christ. We are reborn 

creatures by the power of the Holy Spirit. Forgiven, we are transformed into the children of light. 

Sinners by nature, we are saints by grace. We can resist evil. We have a new and hopeful outlook. We 

have protection. No one can pluck us out of the Savior’s hand. 

We have a lively hope. This expectation does not center around earthly, material things. All of 

these will fall out of our trembling, feeble hands when death knocks at our door. It is certain we shall 

carry nothing out. But my redeemed and saved soul shall see glory that no sorrow can lessen, no death 

can shorten, Easter makes heaven my home, where there shall be no more separation, no more crying, 

no more death 

Easter is the brightest spot on the horizon of life. Each year we celebrate the greatest victory in 

history when we sing our Easter hallelujahs. We need not despair. We need not perish. We believers 

shall behold Christ in glory. 

And so shall we be forever with the Lord—all because He died and rose again. 

 

In Easter joy, 

Pastor Renstrom 

From The Devotional Bible 

Vol. I  Matthew and Mark pp. 236-238 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Ray Polzin 
Altar Guild: Lynette Downing 
Acolyte:  Montgomery Palmer 
Greeters:  Brian & Bernice Moreau 
Usher Captain:  Arlen Peterson 
Readers:   
 May   5 — Brian Moreau 
 May 12 — Bernice Moreau 
 May 19 — Jill Erickson 
 May 26 — Les Orvis 
PA Techs:   
 May   5 — David Haley 
 May 12 — Roxanne Orvis 
 May 19 — David Haley 
 May 26 — Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 May   5 — Cindy Wendorf 
 May 12 —  
 May 19 —   
 May 26 —  
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May Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
*  those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

*  those who counted and posted the offerings.  
*  those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
    mornings. 
*   those who have been preparing and serving 

the meals prior to the Lenten services. 
*   those who prepared and served the Easter 
     Breakfast. 
*  those who decorate throughout the year 
*  those who faithfully serve on the council,  
    committees and boards. 
*   Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for 

leading the Prison Ministry Service 
*   Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The Estates 

at Rush City Service 
*  those who helped to assemble this 

newsletter. 
*  our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

1 LeRoy Larson 
2 Cindy Wendorf, Bob & Lynette Downing 
3 Tricia Williams, Amber Witte 
6 Wendy Fehrman, Abby Peterson 
8 Les & Roxanne Orvis 
15 Rick Friday, Alayna Krone 
19 Jami Friday  
20 Deb Shoemaker 
22 Butch & Marya Willert 
23 Glenda Gerold, Michael Gerold, Leah Hudlow 
24 George Reiser 
25 Dennis & Glenda Gerold 
30 LouAnn Larson  

Congratulations to Our Graduate: 

Brianna Gerold will be graduating from Pine City 
High School on May 23.  Congratulations to you 
and God’s blessings as you begin a new chapter in 
your life! 


