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‘Tis the Season! 
 

It is most often likely that when we hear the words “‘tis the season”, we think of 
Christmas—or maybe Easter—or some other “major holiday”.  But April through May often ‘tis 
the season for—drum roll, please—confirmation. 

I know.  Some, and perhaps a growing number of churches which practice confirmation, 
are moving it to the fall.  And I get it and really approve of the concept.  The idea is to move 
confirmation away from the time of graduation, hoping that by doing so, the subconscious 
idea of graduating from church will disappear.  However, I see no evidence that it has worked. 

Now, back to ‘tis the season!  Here at St. John’s and St. Stephen’s we offer the rite of 
confirmation to students who are prepared usually around April or May.  But what is it?  If it’s 
not graduation from church, what is it? 

Our catechism (CPH 2017) answers it this way: “Confirmation is a public rite of the church 
preceded by a period of instruction in which baptized Christians learn about the confession, 
life, and mission of the Christian Church.”  Our junior confirmation students may choose to 
answer it along the lines of: “Something my mom and dad make me go to and the pastor 
makes me memorize a bunch of stuff.”  I often describe confirmation as an event when, after 
having learned about the faith one was baptized into, the baptized one says, “Yes, that faith 
my mom and dad had me baptized into—that’s my faith.  I believe what God says.” And in 
doing so, the primary responsibility for faith growth and development (always it is God who is 
doing this but, humanly speaking) belongs to the confirmed.  No longer can the baptized stand 
before God and use the excuse, “Well, my mom and dad didn’t teach me that.”  Now God 
responds back to him or her, “You confirmed your faith. You took responsibility for your faith.  
Why didn’t you search for the “God” answer?” 
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The Rite of Confirmation contains a series of questions about life and faith after 
confirmation.  Along with questions about belief in the Triune God, among them are: 

• Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 
• Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word and deed to 

remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 
• Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, 

even death, rather than fall away from it? 
I wonder if we realize how deadly serious these promises are?  When we promise—to God in 
front of witnesses—these promises: to attend church and hear the word and receive the 
sacraments, to live and suffer whatever may come our way because of our faith; we are saying 
we’d rather die than to miss church or miss receiving the sacraments.  And, yet, how many of 
us have fallen away for a time? 

Matthew 5:37 (CSB): “But let your ‘yes’ mean ‘yes’ and your ‘no’ mean ‘no.’ Anything more 
than this is from the evil one.”  These are the words of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount.  
And in keeping with His teaching, the confirmands are instructed to answer, if they agree with 
the questions, “I do, by the grace of God” (my emphasis).  Only by the grace of God. 

The unholy trinity, the devil, the world and my sinful flesh, is constantly trying to pull me 
away from my simple “yes.”  But, in and by the gifts the Holy Trinity gives me, God continues 
to pull me and hold me to himself.  ‘Tis the season the devil paints a target on confirmation 
kids to yank them away from faith in the true God.  But, in season and out of season, God has 
already marked them—marked us—as his own with the sign of the cross in Baptism, and 
“nothing can separate them from the love of God that is Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). 

As we witness our confirmands confirming their faith this year, let us rejoice with them 
and pray for them.  We rejoice with them that God has opened them to believe Jesus is their 
savior.  We pray for them that they can remain faithful to their promises. 

 
Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 
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Electronic Giving 

There has been interest in the opportunity to give your offerings electronical-
ly.  For those who are interested, there is a sheet in the back of the church for 
you to check it out and if you would like to take part, fill in the form on the 
back and turn it in to the church office. 

Do You Shop Amazon? 

Amazon Smile is a simple way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you 
shop.  Once you sign-up and designate St. John’s as your charity, AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your 
eligible purchases to us.  It is simple and is another way to support your church! If you choose to do this, 
please use this link listed below to order from Amazon and a percentage of your purchase will automati-
cally come to us.                   

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-6153380 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Thrivent Choice dollars have been a great blessing to St. John’s when Thrivent members designate their 
choice dollars for St. John’s. Thrivent members, age 16 and older, have the power to recommend to 
Thrivent how they distribute some of its charitable grant funds.  If you are a Thrivent member, we encour-
age you to designate your “Choice” dollars for St. John’s. 

  

Some Ways to Support St. John’s 



A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

2-28-2021 27 ----- $3,748.50 13 1 + 1 5 

3-7-2021 34 31 $5,111.75 7 1 + 1 5 

3-14-2021 40 ----- $4,290.90 9 2 + 1 No class 

3-21-2021 56 42 $1.145.00 11 0 5 
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Save the Date! 

Mark Saturday, September 18 on your calendar!  St. John’s will be 
having a Fund Raiser Concert for Fostering Families featuring the 
Mystery Mountain Boys.  It will be an outdoor concert beginning at 
2:00 pm.  More details as we get closer, but make sure to save the 
date! 

Volunteers Needed 

A Christmas Card Project for the Rush City Correctional Facility was 
stated by Kari.  We are reaching out to the congregation for some 
volunteers to continue this project which consists of hand written 
signatures from our parish.  Contact Jeanette Polzin for further       
information. 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 
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March Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve weekly 

in worship:  pastor, 
musicians, lay readers, 
PA technicians, 
acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

  2 Bonnie Swanson 
  8 Jeff & Jill Erickson 
16 Mason Palmer 
17 Bill Aagaard 
21 Judy Allen-Huston, Connie Heinrich 
26 Jeremiah Skaj  
28 Arlene Dahlberg 
29 Jill Erickson 
30 Lee Nelson 

Our Christian Sympathy  
is extended  
 

 … to the family of Diane Volk. Diane passed 
away on March 18. The funeral service was 
held at St. John’s on March 26. 

May the Lord bring His comfort  

in Christ to all who grieve. 

Elder:  Brian Moreau 
Altar Guild:  Bernice Moreau  
Readers:   
 April   4:  Jill Erickson 
 April 11:  Diane Buehring 
 April 18:  Bernice Moreau 
 April 25:  Brian Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 April   4:  David Haley 
 April 11:  Roxanne Orvis 
 April 18:  David Haley 
 April 25:  Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 April   4:  Katie Downing 
 April 11:  Katie Downing 
 April 18:  Cindy Wendorf 
 April 25:  Cindy Wendorf 
Acolytes: 
 April   4:  Jacob Polzin 
 April 11:  Addy Lewerenz 
 April 18:  Abby Peterson 
 April 25:  Addy Lewerenz 

150th Church Anniversary! 

Please let Kay Christensen, Diane Buehring, Dick Lindig, Arlen Peterson or the 
church office know if you are interested in serving on this committee or if 
you have information or items to share. 
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Altar Flowers 

Would you like to celebrate a special occasion, 
remember a loved one, or give thanks to God for 
all your blessings?  Consider providing altar 
flowers. 
 
There is a sign-up sheet and forms on the bulletin 
board at the back of the sanctuary. Please add 
your name to the list and fill out a form.  The cost 
of the flowers is $35.  Please make checks out to 
“St. John’s Lutheran Church” and put altar flowers 
in the memo line.  That’s all there is to it!  The 
altar guild will order the flowers and make sure 
they are in place. 

Small Group Bible Study Meets Monday 
Nights at 7 

A Monday evening Bible discussion has been 
formed by a few young people, led by Pastor. 
The small group would like to invite more to join 
them. They meet at St. Stephen’s at 7:00 p.m. 
The group is for those who are recently con-
firmed up to early 20’s. 

Holy Week  
 

Thursday, April 1 — Maundy Thursday 
7:00 pm Worship with communion at St. John’s 

 
Friday, April 2 — Good Friday 

7:00 pm Worship at St. Stephen’s 
 

Sunday, April 4 — Easter Sunday 

8:45 am Worship at St. John’s 
9:50 am Easter Breakfast at St. John’s 
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Spring Rally 2021 
Lutheran Women Missionary 

League 
 

Rock of Faith 
 
 

Saturday, April 24th 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

980 West 4th St. 
Rush City, MN 55069 

$6 registration 
9:00 a.m. 

 

    

 


