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Rum River 
Lutheran Women Missionary League 

Spring Rally 2020 

 

Saturday April 25th  
Registration 9a.m.  
Start at 9:30 a.m. 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Church  

980 West 4th St.  
Rush City MN 55069 

320-358-3623 
$6.00 fee for attendance  

 
Guest Speakers: 

Rum River Zone LCMS Members  
Talking about mission trips and their experiences on their trips.  

 
Ingathering: 

We are collecting dolls and stuffed animals for the Chisago County Courthouse  
10” and under and must be like new.  

 

We are inviting all LCMS Women   This will be also open to the Men of LCMS. 
 

We ask that you please let us know at least the week before so we can make sure there is 
enough food for lunch.  

We will be having a Gluten Free option for Lunch and Snacks.  
 

Following the Speakers there will be a small business meeting with lunch after. 
We will try to have everything wrapped up around 2pm or so.  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

On Words that Begin with “F”… 
 

Charlotte has a shirt—I know that you are all glad to hear that!  Let me start again:  Charlotte 
has a shirt—that has these words printed on it, “Let your Faith in God be bigger than your Fear;  John 
14:27”.  Good point. 

The direct quote of John 14:27 is “Peace I leave with you.  My peace I give to you.  I do not give 
to you as the world gives.  Don’t let your heart be troubled or fearful” (CSB).  Jesus is talking to his 
disciples in the upper room on Thursday night before (what we call) Good Friday.  He knows what he is 
going to go through.  He knows what they are going to go through. He is telling them that he is “going 
away” but that he is not leaving them alone.  He has promised them the Holy Spirit is coming.  Jesus is 
warning that the “ruler of the world” (Satan) is coming—but that Satan has “no power over me 
[Jesus]”.   

 
And Jesus has left them with “peace”. 
 
Peace.  Likely “shalom”, considering it was highly likely that Jesus spoke to his disciples in 

Aramaic or Hebrew—although it is highly probable that he also spoke Greek.  In Greek it would be the 
word from which we get the name “Irene”.   

Peace.  Being whole, intact, having prosperity.  Harmony, tranquility, 

April 2020 

Continued on next page 

All Worship Services cancelled through April 10  
We’ll decide about Easter Sunday Services later, before April 12 

Pick up the phone, call everyone to chat.  
Find out how they are doing, brighten up their day. 



Page 2 

wellbeing, health.  Salvation given from God.  In the midst of a great trial, some of Jesus’ last words to 
his disciples are about peace.  Shalom. 

These words would have to be what would carry these followers through the next three days!  
Jesus is forcibly arrested, brutally beaten, driven through the city carrying his own cross, crucified, died 
and was buried.  The followers knew, if any of the Temple leaders identified them, that the same was 
in store for each of them! Still, Jesus said, “Shalom.  Peace.” 

Fear...our first “F” word.  Fear drives out peace.  It splinters the community.  It brings about 
disharmony.  It causes physical, emotional and mental illness.  It brings about economic poverty, as 
well as social and mental poverty.  There is no tranquility, only an uproar that gets louder and louder as 
we are enveloped by fear.   

The fear the disciples were facing was great—huge.  In some ways it was similar to, and in 
some ways different from the fear we face in response to this COVID-19 epidemic...because fear is fear.  
It is no respecter of logic. 

I read an article about our responses to our current situation (“Why some people just won’t 
stay home despite the advice” by Scottie Andrew).  I think it identifies us pretty well.  No matter what 
the age of people is, there are three basic responses to fear—1.) over-responders; 2.) under-
responders; and 3.) the in-betweeners.  Over-responders are the panic buyers—like those who have 
months of toilet paper on hand.  Under-responders are those young people on the beaches on spring 
break, or the senior citizens who fill the aisles at Walmart just to get out of the house.  (In-betweeners 
are those who are doing what they are supposed to be doing.) 

Both the over-responders and the under-responders are reacting out of fear—in an attempt to 
maintain some control over the situation and their lives.  Fear does that.  The uproar has gotten so loud 
that fear makes everything feel out of control.  We just want the world to slow down—STOP the merry
-go-round!  I want to get off! 

 
The other “F” word...Faith. 
 
Faith conquers fear.  Remember the words from the liturgy (Divine Service, Setting Four,  
 
Lutheran Service Book)—the “alleluia” before the Gospel?  “These words are written that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.”  In John 20, from which these words are quoted, 
the following words finish the sentence: “and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 

Faith.  Believing.  The same thing in Bible talk.  Faith that Jesus is the Christ conquers fear.  
Believing that Jesus is the messiah conquers fear.  Faith, believing that, yes, Jesus died on a cross, but 
he died to pay for the sins of the whole world, for mine and yours, so that we can be and are forgiven, 
and in being forgiven we are moved from death to life—even everlasting life with him in heaven and 
abundant life here on earth.  That faith gives birth to hope and that hope conquers fear. 

Faith conquers fear in a time of an epidemic.  Whether this is a short-term or long-term 
epidemic only God knows.  But we know that we do not face this alone.  Faith knows that.  Faith isn’t 
the absence of fear—that would be insanity.  In this world we have much to fear:  COVID-19, heart 
disease, cancer, evil people, and Satan, just to name a few things.  Faith conquers fear.  It looks to 

Devotional Opportunities 
 
The Lutheran Hour 

Sundays at 6:05 am  
on WCCO 830 AM)   

 
 

 
          Worldwide KFUO.org 
The Messenger of Good News
         
Weekdays @ 11am (CT) on  
 your Lutheran Radio Station:  
           www.KFUO.org 

      A place for Great Talk  
      & Great Sacred Music 
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The new pillars are completed at the cemetery.  Roger Palmer did a fantastic job on them.   
They are pictured above.  Thank you Roger! 

http://www.KFUO.org
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      Holy Week Worship Schedule: 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services have been cancelled. 

 
At time of printing pay attention for schedule changes. 

EASTER SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

7:00 am Service at St. Stephen’s—Braham 

No Easter Breakfast 

8:45 am Service at St. John’s-Rush City 

As we are not yet able to gather together for worship, here are ways to still get the service 
and Pastor’s sermon. 

RADIO: 
St. John’s/St. Stephen’s Sunday morning worship service is broadcast on WCMP 
100.9 FM & 1350 AM out of Pine City at 11:00 a.m. Sunday mornings.  
 

VIDEO AND AUDIO: 
www.stjohnsrushcity.org (Depending on how well your internet service is, if the video 
doesn’t work well, go for the audio.)   Also on Facebook. 
 

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY: 
Main Street Living is an hour-long Lutheran television program that 
airs new episodes each Sunday morning. The Twin Cities program is 
broadcast at 9 am Central time on WFTC channel 29/9-2. Each Sunday, 
viewers enjoy a 30-minute remastered episode of “This is the Life,” a 
popular Lutheran Hour Ministries series from the 70s and 80s. The 
episode is followed by a modified Lutheran worship service—led by a 
different local pastor each week. Join every week for Bible-based 
Lutheran Worship.  If you are unable to get it on your TV, you can catch it on their web page 
at www.mainstreetliving.com. 
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Jesus, who conquered death and Satan, and trusts the peace the he gives to us.   
Peace, Jesus’ peace, will carry us through this difficult time, just as it carried the disciples 

through those hard days before Easter—and even through the rest of their lives.  It changed them.  The 
disciples still suffered.  They still died—most of them from violent means!  But they lived and live in 
peace.  Likewise for us.  We’re changed.  Faith, given to us by God, does conquer fear so that even in 
difficult, even dangerous times, we still live.  Because God’s faith conquers fear. 

 
Let your Faith in God be bigger than your Fear; John 14:27.  
 

Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

At this time and during this time of separation know that: 

I, your Pastor, am available for individual/family confession and absolution 

and communion. Please call ahead of time as I hope my calendar gets 

filled with these opportunities! 

Portals of Prayer Devotion Books 

Are here at the church, just stop by to get one. 
If you want it mailed to you, we will gladly do that. Please call or 
email the office to let us know to mail it. 



This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Gary Wendorf 
Altar Guild:  Lynette Downing & Bernice Moreau 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Greeter:  Carol Werlein 
Usher Captain:  Steven Vanden Heuvel 
Readers:   
 April 12:  Jill Erickson 
 April 19:  Brian Moreau 
  April 26:  Diane Buehring 
PA Techs:   
 April 12:  David Haley 
 April 19:  Roxanne Orvis 
  April 26:  Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 April 12:  Cindy Wendorf 
 April 19:  Cindy Wendorf 
  April 26:  Sue Haley 
Counters: (two needed) 
 April   5:  Lynnette Downing  
 April 12:  Lynnette Downing &  
 April 19:  Lynnette Downing & Cindy Wendorf 
  April 26:  Lynnette Downing & Diane Buehring 
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April Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
*  to Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for 

leading the Prison Ministry Service 
*  to Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The 

Estates at Rush City Service 
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

2 Bonnie Swanson 
  8 Jeff & Jill Erickson 
16 Mason Palmer 
17 Bill Aagaard 
21 Judy Allen-Huston, Connie Heinrich 
26 Jeremiah Skaj  
28 Arlene Dahlberg 
29 Jill Erickson 
30 Lee Nelson 

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

3-1-2020 55 48 $2,177.00 14 5 + 2 5 

3-8-2020 42 ----- $2,998.00 12 2 + 3 4 

3-15-2020 43 41 $1,975.00 11 3 + 3 5 

3-22-2020 No worship ----- $1,135.00 No class No class No class 
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Would you like to visit  

                       The Ark Encounter & Creation Museum? 

At this time a trip is being planned for July 6-11, 2020 

There is a poster on the bulletin boards plus some in the church 

office for you to take home and look over.   

 

This is coming from our Circuit and is a combined effort of the pastors of the Circuit. 

Mama Mia Progressive Supper 
 

Friday, April 24 
Begins at St. John’s Rush City at 5:30 p.m. (salad) 

We will then progress on for Entre’ and then Dessert 
 
Sponsored by the churches of Rush City: 
St. John’s, Sacred Heart Catholic, & First Lutheran.  
All proceeds go to “A Place for You.” 

This is a transitional shelter located in Pine City serving as a safe place for 
people in distress. It provides temporary shelter, personal plan development, 
support and encouragement. 
 

Tickets: $13 in advance or $15 at the door.  Tickets available from the churches. 


