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Just for fun!

April 2019
I found this interesting and informative…I hope you do as well. Dr. Paul Raabe was a professor of mine
in seminary. (I shortened some paragraphs for space constraints.) Pastor Tim J. Renstrom
Posted 20 days ago by Paul Raabe in Blog, Feature 1241
STRONG ON DOCTRINAL TOPICS BUT WEAK ON THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE
The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod (LCMS) is strong on doctrinal topics but weak on the
books of the Bible. After teaching at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis for 35 years I’ve come to that
conclusion. In the Synod those trained theologically can typically articulate our orthodox doctrinal
position and can work with Lutheran concepts. They can explain, for example, the differences between
deus revelatus and deus absconditus. But they can’t tell you the first thing about Haggai or Chronicles
or 1 John. The situation is not a case of false doctrine. It’s just weird.
The theological debates that take place in Synod typically deal with Luther and Luther’s
theological position. We debate Luther… After a while I want to respond: “What does the Bible teach?
You know, the Bible, that book collecting dust on the bookshelf.” By listening to our debates one would
get the impression that we are a Society for Luther Studies.
I have taught the books of the Bible to laypeople for decades, and I can speak from personal
experience. Our laypeople typically do not know the books of the Bible. I remember once when I
taught a series on the Minor Prophets. A solid Missouri Synod Lutheran layman, about 85 years old, sat
in the front row every week. At the end of the series he told me that his pastors had faithfully taught
him Lutheran doctrine many times over, but no pastor had ever taught him the Minor Prophets. I
wondered to myself, “How can this be, a solid, life-long Lutheran was never taught all the books of the
Bible?”
Occasionally I visit other churches to hear a variety of pastors preach. Sometimes I am thrilled
to hear a solid, textual sermon. But I am surprised how often I hear topical sermons without a specific
text in a specific book of the Bible. The sermons are doctrinally sound. I am not
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hearing LCMS preachers preach false doctrine. But often there is no functioning biblical text from a
biblical book in the pulpit.
It seems to me that in the Missouri Synod the 66 books of the Bible take a backseat. Yet, we
need to remind ourselves of the obvious. First and foremost, the Bible is a collection of books, not a
collection of favorite verses or doctrinal topics but a library of books. And each book needs to be
treated as a book, read in a holistic way by attending to how it flows from the opening verse to the
closing verse. That is simply respecting the shape of the inspired Scriptures themselves. The Sacred
Scriptures come to us in the form of books.
If Martin Luther were here today, my hunch is that he would agree. After all, he wanted the
people to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures themselves and not only learn summary
statements of what the entire Bible teaches. That is why he translated the Scriptures into the language
of the people. That is why he preached and lectured through books of the Bible.
The books of the Bible are primary literature, while summaries of their doctrinal teaching are
secondary literature. Yes, people have to be taught what all of Scripture teaches… But that…should not
overshadow or eclipse the biblical books themselves. The written Word of God comes in the shape of
books, and we should honor and love that shape and teach the Word according to that shape…
Our motto of sola scriptura sets up the expectation that our churches and ministers actually
theologize that way, that in these churches the pastor is all about the Ministry of the Word, not “social
justice” or “inclusivity” or feel-good psychology, but the Ministry of the Word (Acts 6). That requires
devotion to both the orthodox [doctrine] and the books of the Bible.
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WORDS OF APPRECIATION
are expressed to:
* those who serve
weekly in worship:
pastor, musicians,
lay readers, ushers,
greeters, PA
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild.
* those who counted and posted the offerings.
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday
mornings.
* to those who have been preparing and serving
the meals prior to the Lenten services.
* those who faithfully serve on the council,
committees and boards.
* to Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for
leading the Prison Ministry Service
* to Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The
Estates at Rush City Service
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter.
* our gracious God who makes all these things
possible through the priceless gift of His Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

This Month’s Worship Assistants
Elder: Bob Downing
Altar Guild: Lynette Downing & Bernice Moreau
Acolyte: Amanda Palmer
Greeter: Carol Werlein
Usher Captain: Bart McCoy
Readers:
April 7 — Diane Buehring
April 14 — Les Orvis
April 21 — Jill Erickson
April 28 — Diane Buehring
PA Techs:
April 3 — David Haley
April 7 — Roxanne Orvis
April 14 — David Haley
April 18 — Roxanne Orvis
April 21 — David Haley
April 28 — Roxanne Orvis
Musicians:
April 3 —
April 7 —
April 14 —
April 18 —
April 21 —
April 28 —

April Birthdays & Anniversaries
2
8
16
17
21
26
28
29
30

Bonnie Swanson
Jeff & Jill Erickson
Mason Palmer
Bill Aagaard
Judy Allen-Huston, Connie Heinrich
Jeremiah Skaj
Arlene Dahlberg
Jill Erickson
Lee Nelson

Page 4

Silent Quilt Auction!
The Women of St. Stephen’s
are having a silent quilt
auction during the Lenten
season. The funds from the
auction will help in the
mission of the organization.

The table with the auction
sheets is by the guest book
at St. Stephen’s. If there is a
quilt you really like, keep tabs on that auction
sheet as someone may try to outbid you. You
may call St. Stephen’s during the weekday
afternoons or check it out before or after Lenten
services that are held at St. Stephen’s.

National Day of Prayer
If my people who are called by my name humble
themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:17

Please join us for a 24 hour prayer vigil on the
National Day of Prayer this May 2, 2019. There will
be a sign up sheet in the narthex with half hour time
slots. Please feel free to sign up for more than one
time slot. Prayer prompts/guides will be given to
facilitate your prayer time. You do not need to pray
at the church, praying in the comfort of your home is
perfectly acceptable.

Let’s have fun with this activity!
The auction will begin on Ash Wednesday and
end on Wednesday, April 24 at 12:00 noon.

All services begin at 7:00 p.m.
Wed., April 3 at St. John’s (supper 6:00 p.m.)
Wed., April 10 at St. Stephen’s (supper 6:00 p.m.)
Maundy Thursday, April 18 at St. John’s
Good Friday, April 19 at St. Stephen’s
EASTER SUNDAY
7:00 am at St. Stephen’s
8:45 am at St. John’s
All are welcome!
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