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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
980 West Fourth Street  

P.O. Box 368 
Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
As a discussion question at the end of his short article in The Great Sending (©2021, Wilbert J. Sohns, 
TENTHPOWERPUBLISHING, pp. 175-177), Rev. Keith Kohlmeier says and then asks: “The saying is true: 
‘We need to stop deciding what to do and then asking God to bless it, and we need to start considering 
what God is doing and then decide to do it.’ What is God blessing today in the extension of His saving 
Word through you?”   I think it’s a great question.  Here’s the article that preceded his question: 
 
Acts 15:1-2; 10-11 
 
 The saying is true and worthy of full acceptance: where two or three are gathered together on 
earth there will be at least five opinions.  It is part of our nature, at least the [sinful] nature. And its 
roots are clearly recorded for us in Genesis 3:1: “Now the serpent… said to the woman ‘Did God actually 
say You shall not eat of any tree in the garden?’” And so was conflict and separation introduced into the 
world. 

 Satan continues his attack on the church, God’s Word, and God’s mission throughout the ages.  
Sometimes he leads denials of God’s Word, and sometimes he attaches to it rules and rubrics that 
attack the saving message from within.  The Jerusalem Council is but one example. The cover story is 
about circumcision and obeying God.  But the underlying battle is about the mission of God to all people 
and the behavior of God’s people that enables the full and free proclamation of God’s saving grace. 

 Sadly, sometimes the very church itself restricts these truths.  We all remember Martin Luther’s 
somber response at Worms, “Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear 
reason (for I do not trust either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they have 
often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my 
conscience is captive to the Word of God.” 

March 2022 

Continued on next page 



A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday 
School 

(Students + 
Teachers) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

1-30-2022 41 ----- $3,587.00  3 + 2 no class 

2-6-2022 36 34 $2,015.00  2+ 3 5 

2-13-2022 45 ----- $605.00  1 + 2 7 

2-20-2022 33 32 $1,415.00  1 + 1 5 
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 It is not incidental that the Jerusalem Council appears immediately following Paul’s and 
Barnabas’s initial missionary journey into Asia Minor.  The challenge of the party of the Pharisees 
stands as a frontal attack by the devil and his angels upon both the source and the goal of the gospel.  
We must not be deceived.  That challenge did not end in Jerusalem or Worms.  It is just as important 
today that we continue to pray that “Your Word may have free course and be preached to the joy and 
edifying of Christ’s people.” When Luther wrote these words of his hymn “Lord Keep us Steadfast in 
Your Word,” he addressed the devil’s assault from without and within the church. 

 Jerusalem’s response to Paul and Barnabas’s mission has much to teach us.  First, the church 
listened to what God was doing through both arguments. Second, the church addressed the issue with 
the clear and unambiguous message of the saving Word of God.  And finally, the church encouraged the 
continued extension of God’s grace to all.  Did that end all division and discord? By no means.  Note 
that the next verses record the division of Paul and Barnabas.  Verse 39 says, “And there arose a sharp 
disagreement, so that they separated from each other.”  But also note that even then God was working 
to extend His saving message even more. 

 

So...what is God blessing through you to extend his saving Word to a world of lost sinners?  If God is 
blessing it, do it.  If he is not, look to him for his direction. Then do that. 

 

Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 
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Elder:  Brian Moreau 
Altar Guild:  Lynette Downing 
Readers:   

March   6:  Brian Moreau 
March   9:  Jill Erickson 
March 13:  Diane Buehring 
March 20:  Brian Moreau 
March 23:  Jill Erickson 
March 27:  Diane Buehring 

PA Techs:   
March   6:  David Haley 
March   9:  Roxanne Orvis 
March 13:  Roxanne Orvis 
March 20:  David Haley 
March 23:  David Haley 
March 27:  Roxanne Orvis 

Musicians:   
March   6:  Cindy Wendorf 
March   9:  Marque Mattson 
March 13:  Cindy Wendorf 
March 20:  Sue Haley 
March 23:  Marque Mattson 
March 27:  Sue Haley 

Acolytes: 
March   6:  Jacob Polzin 
March   9:  Addy Lewerenz 
March 13:  Addy Lewerenz 
March 20:  Elder 
March 23:  Jacob Polzin 
March 27:  Addy Lewerenz 

PowerPoint: 
March   6:  Karen Peterson 
March   9:  Karen Peterson 
March 13:  Karen Peterson 
March 20:  Karen Peterson 
March 23:  Karen Peterson 
March 27:  Karen Peterson 

Camera: 
March   6:   
March   9:   
March 13:   
March 20:   
March 23:   
March 27:   

Counters: 
March   6:  Jill Erickson & Lynette Downing 
March   9:  Diane Buehring & Lynette Downing 
March 13:  Sue Haley & Lynette Downing 
March 20:  Diane Buehring & Lynette Downing 
March 23:  Sue Haley & Lynette Downing 
March 27:  Jill Erickson & Lynette Downing 

Rusheba Station/The Landing Drivers: 
March   6:  Arlen Peterson 
March   9:  Jill Erickson 
March 13:  Jessy Nelson 
March 20:  Yvonne Swanson 
March 23:  Jill Erickson 
March 27:  Diane Buehring 



Daylight Savings Time 
Turn your clocks ahead 1 hour for 

Sunday, March 13. 

Summary of 2-17-22 Voters Meeting 

Budget is set for 2022 $133.351, General Fund income so far is $8,858 budget to actual is at 82%. Jeff 
Elsenpeter’s funeral and luncheon was held and went well, It was discussed that the cemetery needs to 
have the road marked so winter graves can be dug in the correct spot. Call committee has met 2 of the 
needed 3 times and will meet for the last time on Feb. 20th at St. Stephens to look at the survey results 
and wants/needs of our churches call requests. Pastor was asked to spearhead the removal of the tem-
porary screen and try to upgrade to 75” TVs in the front of the church. The council agreed that the 
parking lot loan needs to be paid down as a priority, Kevin was asked to look at the cost of replacing 
the front doors, It will run between $700- $5000 to buy and $500- $1000.00 to install. Council agreed 
again that the parking lot loan needs to be paid down before any purchases occur, and the north door 
in the education wing needs to be replaced as it is rotting at the bottom. Gutter replacement was also 
discussed on the car port. It gets icy along the edge of the roof and we do not want anyone to slip and 
fall. Lenten meals are being planned for Wednesday services and volunteers will be asked to prepare 
and serve. Easter Breakfast will also be planned for this year again. LWML has low participation and 
needs women to volunteer and become involved.  

Lenten Worship Schedule 

(All services begin at 7:00 pm and alternate between the two churches) 
   * March 2 (Ash Wednesday) at St. Stephen’s  (supper at 6:15) 
   * March 9 – at St. John’s  (supper at 6:00) 
   * March 16 – at St. Stephen’s  (supper at 6:15) 
   * March 23 – at St. John’s  (supper at 6:00) 
   * March 30 – at St. Stephen’s  (supper at 6:15) 
   * April 6 – at St. John’s (supper at 6:00) 

St. John’s will host Lenten services on March 9, March 23 and April 6. 
We need volunteers to prepare and serve meals prior to these services.  
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

For those who have Thrivent, remember to check to see if you have Dollars waiting to be dispersed. 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries  

  1 Brandi Lewis 
11 Gary & Sue Scheff 
12 Lila Swanson 
18 Taniel Schellbach 
19 Odin Brown, Marlene Reiser 
20 Mike & Holly Downing 
25 Bill Volk  
28 Kyle Blomquist 
31 Michelle Volk, Rick & Robin Schellbach 

God’s Cost to Us 
In your mailbox at church, you will find a 6 x 9 envelope with 
your name and an anniversary sticker on it.  The anniversary 
committee is suggesting you use this envelope as a means to 
contribute to a special anniversary mission gift in thankfulness 
for our 150 years as a congregation. A suggested amount of 
$10 per month for 15 months is our original idea, and for this 
to be done each month and in cash form so you can see your gift grow.  If you prefer a differ-
ent amount that is good too.  This money will be given to a variety of missions in our own 
community, our state and mission field abroad.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended  

  

...to Susan Elsenpeter and family on the death of Jeff Elsenpeter who 
passed away on Tuesday, February 8.  The  service was held at St. 
John’s on Tuesday, February 15. 
 
… to Pastor & Char Renstrom and their family on the death of his father, Jerome, who  
passed away on Sunday, February 20.  The service is pending at the printing of this 
newsletter. 

May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to all who grieve. 
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