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Hope in March 2021 
 

(Those of you who have had an opportunity to attend our midweek 
Lenten services are aware that the theme for this year’s sermons is “Hope 
in a Dying World”.  This article is intended to tie-in with this same theme.) 

Last month celebrated a saint whose day I seldom recognize...March 
celebrates a saint day of a man for whom I have great respect:  Patrick of 
Ireland.  These days, much of the celebration of March 17 would likely reflect Patrick’s 
youthful behavior.  According to George G. Hunter III in his book The Celtic Way of Evangelism 
(© 2000 Abingdon Press, Nashville), Patrick grew up during the late fourth or early fifth 
century in what is now northeast England.  “His family was Christian; his grandfather was a 
priest. Patrick had acquired some Christian teaching, and he undoubtedly knew the catechism, 
but he became only a nominal Christian; he ridiculed the clergy and, in the company of other 
‘alienated’ and ‘ungoverned’ youth, he lived toward the wild side.” 

Sound familiar?  I don’t think it’s much of a stretch to compare our culture to his.  Barna 
Group, a Christian polling group, suggests that the fasted growing segment of American 
culture is the group—especially of young people—who, when asked to indicate a religious 
preference, indicate ‘none’. 

Patrick was captured at age 16 and sold as a slave in what is now Ireland.  During 6 years of  
slavery, the Holy Spirit awakened the latent faith in him and he became a devout Christian.  
Having escaped Ireland, he becomes a parish priest in England.  As an old man of 48 (past the 
life expectancy of a man of that time) he was led by a dream to return to the land and the 
people who had enslaved him.  He returns to Ireland in about 432 a.d. and begins the 
unpopular task of proclaiming the Gospel to the ‘barbarians’ who had formerly made him a 
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slave.  In doing so, the Holy Spirit, through Patrick and those with him and who followed him, 
brought the ‘whole’ island to saving faith in Jesus Christ. 

All I can say each time I read and speak and write those words is “Wow!” 
 
Hope. 
 

A teenager who was rejecting the Holy Spirit brought to faith.  An entire culture who did 
not know the saving message of salvation—by grace, through faith, because of the work of 
Jesus Christ—brought to saving faith in Jesus.  All after a demoralizing life event that likely 
would have caused many of us to just ‘give up.’ 

But God reached out to Patrick, used him as his tool, and taught him some valuable lessons 
for our conversations with our marginalized family and friends. One of the most important of 
those lessons being, as Hunter puts it, “There is no shortcut to understanding the people.  
When you understand the people, you will often know what to say and do, and how.  When 
the people know that the Christians understand them, they infer that maybe the High God 
understands them too.” 

Because we have witnessed the love of God in Christ Jesus through his saving work in us, 
we, like God, desire all people to come to saving faith.  And we pray, “thy kingdom come”, 
asking God to use us to spread his Gospel to those around us—family, friends, neighbors, and 
even enemies.  But how?  One important task is to understand the people with whom we are 
talking .  And how do we understand people?  By engaging them in conversation and listening 
to them with the purpose of understanding them (not just to answer them with our pre-
formed answer). 

It is thought that Patrick passed to the Church Triumphant sometime in the late 5th 
century. As we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day this year, I think that it would be a good idea to take 
some time to reach out to someone in Patrick’s style—by trying to get to know them, to 
understand them rather than trying to ‘force-feed’ them the Gospel or throwing up our hands 
in frustration.  Then, by the direction of the Holy Spirit, we can apply the hope we have in 
Jesus Christ to the trials and troubles that are theirs. 

 
 

Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 
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SIGN UP VERY SOON IF INTERESTED!!! 
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Easter Plants 2021 
 

     You are invited to make contributions toward Easter Plants for 
Easter.  The flowers purchased from your contributions and flowers 
that you bring from home will be used to decorate the sanctuary, and 
then you may take them home with you after the 8:45 a.m. Worship 
service on Easter Sunday. 
     Easter plants available for purchase through the Altar Guild are Be-
gonias, Chrysanthemums, Tulips, Kalanchoe, Hyacinths and Easter Lily.  
(PLEASE NOTE: we do have members that have allergies to Easter 
Lilies). 

     You may submit your donation along with the form below to the church  
office or to any Altar Guild member.  Information for the Easter bulletin will be taken 
directly from this form.  Please PRINT clearly and list exact information as you wish it 
to appear in the bulletin.   
     Whether you order a plant or bring one, please have the form and contribution in 
by Sunday, March 7.  If bringing a plant, please leave your plant at the church on or 
before Saturday, April 3.  Please make checks out to St. John’s Lutheran Church and 
put “Easter Plants” on the memo line.  Thank you! 

.............................................................................................. 
 

 ___ Begonia ($15.95)    ___ Tulip ($15.95)  

 ___ Hyacinth ($15.95)   ___ Chrysanthemum ($15.95)    

 ___ Kalanchoe ($15.95)   ___ Easter Lily ($13.00)  

 

____  I wish to make a cash contribution of $     
 

____  I will bring a plant for the sanctuary. 
 

____  Anonymous 
 

____  In memory of ___________________________________ 
 

 

____  In honor of  ____________________________________ 
 

 
From:  ________________________________________________ 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 
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March Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve weekly 

in worship:  pastor, 
musicians, lay readers, 
PA technicians, 
acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
*  to all who prepared the sanctuary for painting 

and then returned all the pews and furnishing  
after the painting and carpets were cleaned 

* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

    1 Brandi Lewis 
11 Gary & Susan Scheff 
12 Lila Swanson 
18 Taniel Schellbach 
19 Odin Brown, Marlene Reiser 
20 Mike & Holly Downing 
25 Bill Volk 
27 Pastor Tim & Char Renstrom 
28 Kyle Blomquist 
31 Michelle Volk; Rick & Robin Schellbach 

Elder:  Brian Moreau 
Altar Guild:  Bernice Moreau & Lynette Downing 
Readers:   
 March   3:  Brian Moreau 
 March   7:  Bernice Moreau 
 March 14:  Diane Buehring 
 March 17:  Jill Erickson 
 March 21: Brian Moreau 
 March 28:  Bernice Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 March   3:  David Haley 
 March   7:  Roxanne Orvis 
 March 14:  David Haley 
 March 17:  Roxanne Orvis 
 March 21: David Haley 
 March 28:  Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 March   3:  Katie Downing 
 March   7:  Sue Haley 
 March 14:   
 March 17:  Katie Downing 
 March 21:  
 March 28:   
Acolytes: 
 March   3:  Abby Peterson 
 March   7:  Jacob Polzin 
 March 14:  Addy Lewerenz 
 March 17:  Abby Peterson 
 March 21: Addy Lewerenz 
 March 28:  Abby Peterson 

150th Church Anniversary! 

Although our 150th anniversary is in 2023, it is time to begin planning for the 
celebration.  We are looking for members who would be interested in being 
on the anniversary committee.  Diane Buehring and Kay Christensen, Yvonne 
Swanson and Dick Lindig have volunteered to be on the committee.  Who 
will join them?  Please let one of them or the church office know if you 
would be willing to serve on this committee.  Thank you! 
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The Lenten services alternate  
between St. John’s and St. Stephen’s and all 

will begin at 7:00 pm.  We are using  
Holden Evening Prayer for our worship.  

All are welcome! 

Wednesday, March 3  at St. John’s 
Hope in a Dying World:  For the Whole World 
Genesis 12:1-3, 21:1-7 
 

Wednesday, March 10 at St. Stephen’s 
Hope in a Dying World:  When All Seems Lost 
Genesis 22:1-18 
 

Wednesday, March 17 at St. John’s 
Hope in a Dying World:  When it Seems God Doesn’t Listen 
Exodus 3:1-10 
 

Wednesday, March 24 at St. Stephen’s 
Hope in a Dying World:  When the Whole World Accuses You 
John 8:1-11 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 at St. John’s 
Hope in a Dying World: For a Hungry World 
John 6:1-15 
 

Good Friday, April 2 at St. Stephen’s 
Hope in a Dying World: In Death 
John 11:17-44 
 

Easter Sunday Services 
7:00 am at St. Stephen’s 
8:45 am at St. John’s 

Small Group Bible Study Meets Monday Nights at 7 

A Monday evening Bible discussion has been formed by a few young 
people, led by Pastor. The small group would like to invite more to 

join them. They meet at St. Stephen’s at 7:00 p.m. The group is for 
those who are recently confirmed up to early 20’s. 

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

1-31-2021 39 ----- $4,576.00 11 3 + 1 6 

2-7-2021 25 23 $1,194.00 No class 1 + 1 No class 

2-14-2021 32 ----- $1,168.00 11 2 + 1 No class 

2-17-2021 
Ash Wednesday 

37  $595.00 ----- ----- ----- 

2-21-2021 39 35 $1,825.00 12 1 + 1 5 
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Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, 
listen to WCMP (1350 AM or 
106.5 FM) for cancellation 
notices.   

We will also place an announcement on the 
church FaceBook page and the church website 
not less than one hour before the activity or 
event.  

Altar Flowers 

Would you like to celebrate a special occasion, 
remember a loved one, or give thanks to God for 
all your blessings?  Consider providing altar 
flowers.  
There is a sign-up sheet and forms on the bulletin 
board at the back of the sanctuary. Please add 
your name to the list and fill out a form.  The cost 
of the flowers is $35.  Please make checks out to 
“St. John’s Lutheran Church” and put altar flowers 
in the memo line.  That’s all there is to it!  The 
altar guild will order the flowers and make sure 
they are in place. 

Would you like to contribute to new 
paraments? 

The Altar Guild, with the blessings of the coun-
cil and the voters assembly, is working towards 
replacing our paraments as they are showing 
signs of age.  If members would like to donate 
to this project, please make checks out the St. 
John’s and note that it is for the paraments in 
the memo line. 
 
Our goal is $6,000 (3 sets at $2,000/set).  The 
sets to be purchased are the green, red and 
purple. The blue and white paraments have 
been purchased through memorials, donations 
and the general treasury fund. 

Altar Guild Meeting 

The Altar Guild will be meeting on Thursday, 
March 4 at 5:45 pm.  If you are interested in 
learning  what we do, you are welcome to join 
us! 


