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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

What’s New? 
 

What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done; there is nothing new 
under the sun.  (Ecclesiastes 1:8) 
 

I know that it will be hard for many of you to imagine, but I’ve always been a bit of a 
troublesome child.  Back in my teen years, when my parents would complain about how bad I was, and 
how bad my generation was, and how the world was going to fall apart if we (my generation) were 
ever to be in charge of things, the smart aleck in me would respond, “And I suppose your parents never 
said the same thing about you?”  You can rightly imagine that I only said that out loud—once!  (Yes, I 
am a sinner.  I did not always treat my parents with honor.) 

But, sin aside, it is true.  Each preceding generation is concerned about the succeeding 
generation’s attitudes, dedication and leadership.  Builders complained about Boomers.  Boomers 
complained about “Xers”.  And everybody blames the Millenials! And we’re getting ready to cast blame 
on “Zs”, next…  And, each time a preceding generation has turned the world over to the next 
generation, they’ve turned it over to them in a mess. 

 
Here are some examples of generations complaining… 
 
Hesiod, a Greek who lived 800 years before Jesus came in the flesh, wrote, "I see no hope for 

the future of our people if they are dependent on frivolous youth of today, for certainly all youth are 
reckless beyond words... When I was young, we were taught to be discreet and respectful of elders, 
but the present youth are exceedingly wise [disrespectful] and impatient of restraint". 

Sound familiar?  At least the thought behind it?  Or, maybe this quote from Aristotle who said 
it 350 years before Jesus came in the flesh: “They [Young People] have exalted notions, because they 
have not been humbled by life or learned its necessary limitations; moreover, their hopeful disposition 
makes them think themselves equal to great things -- and that means having 
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exalted notions. They would always rather do noble deeds than useful ones: Their lives are regulated 
more by moral feeling than by reasoning -- all their mistakes are in the direction of doing things 
excessively and vehemently. They overdo everything -- they love too much, hate too much, and the 
same with everything else.”   

Here’s a quote from an ancient sermon by Peter the Hermit, 1274 A.D.: "The world is passing 
through troublous times. The young people of today think of nothing but themselves. They have no 
reverence for parents or old age. They are impatient of all restraint. They talk as if they knew 
everything, and what passes for wisdom with us is foolishness with them. As for the girls, they are 
forward, immodest and unladylike in speech, behavior and dress."   

It seems that in 1907 (that’s already 100+ years ago!) a Kenneth John Freeman, in his 
Cambridge dissertation, summed up the ancients’ complaints about young people this way: 'The 
children now love luxury; they show disrespect for elders and love chatter in place of exercise. Children 
are tyrants, not servants of the households. They no longer rise when their elders enter the room. They 
contradict their parents, chatter before company, gobble up dainties at the table, cross their legs, and 
tyrannize over their teachers.' 

(The above quotes were found at https://proto-knowledge.blogspot.com/2010/11/what-is-
wrong-with-young-people-today.html) 

It is always easy to magnify the sins of others and to minimize my own sins.  So let’s bring this 
home to the church, today.  I recently read an article by David Zahl which I will summarize by saying 
that, generally speaking, young people today are more like their parents than many previous 
generations.    There are negatives and positives when one considers that statement.   

First the negatives:  Grandparents—you worry about your grandchildren’s church attendance 
and faith.  Rightfully so, because, while church attendance does not earn eternal salvation, faith gives 
eternal salvation and faith is fueled by regular feeding in God’s Word and sacraments.  So, considering 
the statement above, grandparents, how did you raise your children?  You grandchildren aren’t much 
different than they are.  What attitude did you have in working with church people and church 
attendance?  What did they see?  What did they hear?  Was it God-pleasing?  Or, did they hear, “I 
guess I have to do this…”?   

Parents—are you struggling with your children and the exercise of their faith?  Perhaps you 
could honestly examine yourself? 

This is much too short an article to address the many issues this can bring up.  The challenges 
of Godly parenting are far too complex to be addressed this simply.  But, if it’s true that young people 
are more like their parents than many previous generations, perhaps this is a good beginning point? 

I said that there were positives…and there are!  You who are older…you have faith given to you 
by the Holy Spirit.  If the younger people are like you, and I believe that they are, they have received 
saving faith from the Holy Spirit through God’s Word and Sacrament.  I can’t guarantee that it is still 
with them, as Scripture does warn us against losing our faith, but it also promises that if we raise our 
children in the ways of the Lord, when they are old they will return to the Lord.   Good news!  In spite 
of all that we do to mess our kids up, God raises them well and keeps them in his care!  

 Older people have much to offer.  They have already struggled with the challenges of youth—
and in some situations—still are struggling.  How did you deal with the answers that you got and aren’t 
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Are you ready to take control of your money? Financial Peace 
University (FPU) is a nine-lesson course designed to help you 
build a budget, dump debt, grow your wealth, and leave mon-
ey stress behind! Each lesson, taught by Dave Ramsey and his 
team of financial experts, is based on biblical wisdom and com-
mon sense. In your FPU group, you’ll be motivated and encour-
aged by others just like you! When you sign up for FPU, you’ll 
get your member workbook and one free year of Financial 
Peace Membership, with access to exclusive online tools to 
help you on your journey. To get more information or to sign 
up, jump on the internet at:   fpu.com/1113021 .  The sessions 
will be held here at St. John’s beginning on Monday, March 9 
at 6:00 pm. 

 

This is open to the community,  
so invite your family, friends and neighbors. 

https://proto-knowledge.blogspot.com/2010/11/what-is-wrong-with-young-people-today.html
https://proto-knowledge.blogspot.com/2010/11/what-is-wrong-with-young-people-today.html


A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

1-26-2020 49 ----- $4,037.00 7 4 + 3 4 

2-2-2020 42 40 $2,323.00 14 1 + 1 5 

2-9-2020 43 ----- $1,932.00 11 3 + 2 4 

2-16-2020 46 41 $2,495.71 11 4 + 3 5 

2-23-2020 47 ----- $3,725.00 12 3 + 2 5 
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Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, 
listen to WCMP (1350 AM or 100.9 
FM) for cancellation notices.   

We will also place an 
announcement on the church FaceBook page 
and the church website not less than one hour 
before the activity or event.  

Altar Flowers 

Would you like to celebrate 
a special occasion, 
remember a loved one, or 
give thanks to God for all 
your blessings?  Consider 
providing altar flowers.  
There is a sign-up sheet and 
forms on the bulletin board at the back of the 
sanctuary. Please add your name to the list and 
fill out a form.  The cost of the flowers is $35.  
Please make checks out to “St. John’s Lutheran 
Church” and put altar flowers in the memo line.  
That’s all there is to it!  The altar guild will order 
the flowers and make sure they are in place. 

Rush City Food Shelf 

March is Minnesota Food Share Month, a month 
where all donations given to the food shelf are 
doubled.  Cash donations are welcome, too, as the 
buying power of the Food Shelf can stretch each 
dollar nine times! 
 
Besides the normal cash and food donations for 
this special campaign, the Rush City Food Shelf is 
asking people to partner with them in a monthly 
campaign.  This month they are requesting toilet 
paper or cash donations.  In future months they 
will ask for a different item. 
 
The Rush City Food Shelf is open Tuesdays from 
2:00-4:45.  They are located in the Rush City Com-
munity Center, adjacent to the Countryside Senior 
Apartments.  Clients must live in the Rush City 
School District #139.  They must provide proof of 
address. They can help seniors on a fixed income, 
one parent households, households with no or low
-income, and families with medical bills that se-
verely limit their food budget. 
 
The Food Shelf needs volunteers to help with food 
distribution and garden help. 

Page 3 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended  

 … to LeRoy & LouAnn Larson  & the their family at the death of  
LeRoy’s sister, Carol Splittoser on January 29. 
  
             May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to all who grieve. 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Turn your clocks ahead 1 hour for 

Sunday, March 8. 

terribly happy with?  How did you share that struggle with younger people?  Honest conversation with 
Christian parents and grandparents goes a long way in helping young faith. 

When I was young, the rallying cry was, “Don’t trust anyone over 30!”  Today young people still 
aren’t sure that the grownups know what’s really going on.  And they may be right—when I look 
around, I’m pretty sure they are.  But we know the one who does know what’s going on.  He is the 
Triune God from which came Jesus, the Son of God, to give us hope and wisdom and faith.  How can 
we, across generations, talk about how we see God bringing faith into the challenges of church and 
life?  And, how do we talk about it? 

Solomon once said that there is nothing new under the sun.  Inspired by God, he’s right.  All 
the problems of the world, our lives, and our faith keep repeating themselves.  But the promise of God 
is not new, either!  Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ work, by grace through faith.  That doesn’t change.  
And that’s way more assuring than worrying about how badly the young people are taking care of the 
world! 

 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

LWML Changes Meeting Time 

The LWML will be having a Bible 
study on the second Sunday of 
the month beginning on March 
8,  It will be during the fellow-
ship time after the worship ser-
vice. All are invited to join us.  
Immediately following the Bible 

Study, there will be a short LWML meeting.  Come 
join us for fellowship before and during the Bible 
study. 



This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Brian Moreau 
Altar Guild:  Lynette Downing & Bernice Moreau 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Greeters:  The Palmers 
Usher Captain:  Bob Downing 
Readers:   
 March   1:  Brian Moreau 
 March   4:  Pastor 
 March   8:  Bernice Moreau 
 March 15:  Diane Buehring 
 March 18:  Pastor 
 March 22:  Brian Moreau 
 March 29:  Jill Erickson 
PA Techs:   
 March   1:  David Haley 
 March   4:  David Haley 
 March   8:  Roxanne Orvis 
 March 15:  Roxanne Orvis 
 March 18:  David Haley 
 March 22:  David Haley 
 March 29:  Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 March   1:  Sue Haley 
 March   4:  Sue Haley  
 March   8:  Cindy Wendorf 
 March 15:  Sue Haley 
 March 18:  Cindy Wendorf 
 March 22:  Cindy Wendorf 
 March 29:  Cindy Wendorf 
Counters: (two needed) 
 March   1:  Lynnette Downing & Sue Haley 
 March   8:  Lynnette Downing &  
 March 15:  Lynnette Downing & Diane Buehring 
 March 22:  Lynnette Downing & Cindy Wendorf 
 March 29:  Lynnette Downing &  
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March Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
*  to Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for 

leading the Prison Ministry Service 
*  to Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The 

Estates at Rush City Service 
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

  1 Brandi Lewis 
11 Gary & Susan Scheff 
12 Lila Swanson 
18 Taniel Schellbach 
19 Odin Brown, Marlene Reiser 
20 Mike & Holly Downing 
25 Bill Volk 
27 Pastor Tim & Char Renstrom 
28 Kyle Blomquist 
31 Michelle Volk; Rick & Robin Schellbach 
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Lent Continues 

The services will once again alternate between St. Stephen’s and St. 
John’s.  Prior to the 7:00 pm services will be a supper.  Pre-Service 
meals at St. Stephen’s begin at 6:15, and at St. John’s at 6:00. 
“By His Wounds We Are Healed” is the series we will be using for our 
Lenten journey.   All are welcome! 
 
Wednesday, March 4:  The Wounds of Violating the Sabbath (At St. 
John’s) 
In this service, we remember that the wounds of violating the Sabbath 
we committed against our Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. Our 
Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been brought low 
by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  
 
Wednesday, March 11:  The Wounds of Dishonoring Authority  (At St. 
Stephen’s) 
In this service we remember that the wounds of dishonoring authority we committed against our Lord 
were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been brought 
low by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  
 
Wednesday, March 18:  The Wounds of Murder   (At St. John’s) 
In this service, we remember that the wounds of murder and violence we committed against our Lord 
were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been brought 
low by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  
 
Wednesday, March 25:  The Wounds of Adultery   (At St. Stephen’s) 
We remember that the wounds of adultery and unfaithfulness we committed against our Lord were 
laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been brought low 
by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  
 
Wednesday, April 1:  The Wounds of Stealing   (At St. John’s) 
In this service, we remember that the wounds of stealing and dishonesty we committed against our 
Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been 
brought low by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  


