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Page 8 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

White as Snow 
 

“Come, let us settle this,” says the Lord.  Though your sins are scarlet they will be as white as snow; 
though they are crimson red, they will be like wool.  (Isaiah 1:19 CSB) 

 
I was desperately trying to find some way to tie this article with the snowmobiling trip from 

which my friend and I just returned home.  I was not being particularly successful…I couldn’t find the 
term ‘snowmobile’ in the Bible!  Long days following winding trails in the Minnesota north country, 
burning up gas, sitting at the restaurant or in the hotel lobby in the evening telling stories—none of it 
seemed to relate to an article to share with you.  Even coming home to another 8+ inches of snow in 
the yard didn’t seem to bring up any ideas.   Yes…it’s all part of God’s great gift of creation and his 
continuing sustaining power in and over the universe…but… 

 
Then, finally, God got through my slow, cob-webby thought processes. 
 
Snow.  But not just snow.  “Though your sins are scarlet they will as white as snow…”  All this 

snow I’ve been playing on, all this snow that we have been fussing about as we have to move it out of 
our driveways and parking lots, all this snow that we have been have to worry about as we drive…all 
this snow is a reminder to us of God’s greatest gift to us!  The forgiveness and removal of all our sins! 
Our free ticket to abundant and eternal life! 

Jesus’ birth (Christmas), life (Epiphany), suffering (Lent), death (Good Friday) and resurrection 
(Easter) are all summed up—in a simple snow fall.  Our sins are bright red.  They show up like a 
flashing LED sign.  But the Lord said, “Come, let us settle this.” We are guilty—like we say, no one is 
perfect!  But that little statement doesn’t excuse us; it confirms our guilt and justifies our eternal 
punishment.  Again, but the Lord said, “Come, let us settle this.” 
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As it says in Isaiah 1:15b-17: “Your hands are covered with blood.  Wash yourselves.  Cleanse 
yourselves.  Remove your evil deeds from my sight.  Stop doing evil.  Learn to do what is good.  Pursue 
justice.  Correct the oppressor.  Defend the rights of the fatherless.  Plead the widow’s cause.” (CSB)  
But our every inclination is evil, from the time we are born (Genesis 8:21).  We cannot wash ourselves. 

But the Lord said, “Come, let us settle this.”  And the triune God sent the Son, the only Son, to 
do what we cannot do.  He fulfills the instructions of Isaiah—the instructions of the whole Word of 
God, because he is the Word of God.  And He offers himself as our substitute, our sacrifice, and 
satisfies the perfection of our perfect creation by our perfect God. 

Now our sins are as white as snow…no longer red…no longer seen…gone as far as the east is 
from the west.  We are forgiven, given grace and given faith to trust that grace so that we may be 
brought home to home in heaven.  Thanks be to God we can live life in that sure and certain 
knowledge! 

Perhaps…just perhaps…you will try to join me in a change of heart?  Instead of ‘cursing’ the 
snow of this ‘record-breaking’ February 2019, we can see it as a symbol that God uses to remind of his 
great love for us in Christ Jesus! 

 
Your servant in Christ, 
 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended  

 … to Jeff & Sue Elsenpeter  and their family for the death of Jeff’s mother, 
 Joan, on February 12. 
 
… to Marilyn Klose and family at the death of Lowell on February 16.  The funeral will be here at 
St. John’s on March 2 at 11:00 am. 
 

May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ  

to all who grieve. 
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Chancel Furniture  
Restoration Project 

The voters approved the pro-
ject of restoring our chancel 
furnishings as many of them 
are over 100 years old and all 
of them are in need of          
restoration.  The project will 
begin this spring.  Piece by 
piece the items will be         
restored and then returned to 
the church.  
 
You have an opportunity to 
help on this project.  Money 
may be donated through the 
memorial fund to pay for this 
project.  Please indicate on the 
memo line of the check that it 
is for the chancel furniture 
restoration project. 
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Minnesota Food Share—March Campaign 

      For 35 years, Minnesota FoodShare has coordinated the March 
Campaign—the annual food and fund drive that provides more than half the 
food distributed by 300 food shelves throughout the state. 
Day in and day out, thousands of Minnesotans are fighting to put food on the 
table.  Last year alone, there were more than 3 million visits to our state’s 
food shelves. 
      Help families in our community who may be struggling to put food on the table.  Bring 
cash or items to either church during this month to help stock the shelves at our local food 
shelves.  Here is a list of ideas on what may be brought.  Thank you for your help! 

Breakfast: 
Canned Fruit Juice, Hot and Dry Cereal, Dry Powdered or 
Canned Milk 

Lunches/Dinners: 
Hearty Soup or Stew, Tuna, Canned Beef or Chicken, Peanut 
Butter, Canned Fruit or Vegetables, Canned or Boxed Main 
Dishes, Rice, Pasta and Pasta Sauce, Baked Beans, Canned 
Chili, Potato Buds 

Food Staples: 
Crackers, Sugar, Flour, Coffee, Tea, Hot Cocoa, Pancake or 
Biscuit Mix 

Toiletries and Basics: 
Toilet Paper, Kleenex, Bath Soap, Shampoo, Conditioner, 
Lotion, Feminine Sanitary Supplies, Laundry or Dish Detergent, 
Bleach, Tooth Brushes, Tooth Paste, Deodorant 

Baby Items: 
Diapers, Baby Shampoo, Infant Formula/Powered Milk, Baby 
Oil, Bath Powder, Wipe Towels, Baby Food 

Special Treats: 
Cake/Cookie/Muffin Mix, Granola Bars, Pudding or Jello Mix,  
Graham Crackers, Packaged Cookies 

Special Needs: 
Seniors, Diabetics and ethnically diverse families require special items.  Please call your 
local food shelf for specific donation request. 

Thanks for your help and support! 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Gary Wendorf 
Altar Guild: Lynette Downing & Bernice Moreau 
Acolyte:  Montgomery Palmer 
Greeters:  Diane Buehring & Yvonne Swanson 
Usher Captain:  Gary Scheff 
Readers:   
 March   3 — Brian Moreau 
 March   6 — Not Needed 
 March 10 — Les Orvis 
 March 17 — Diane Buehring 
 March 20 —  Not Needed 
 March 24 — Bernice Moreau 
 March 31 — Brian Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 March   3 — Roxanne Orvis 
 March   6 — David Haley 
 March 10 — Roxanne Orvis 
 March 17 — David Haley 
 March 20 — Roxanne Orvis 
 March 24 — David Haley 
 March 31 — Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 March   3 — Cindy Wendorf 
 March   6 — Not Needed 
 March 10 — Cindy Wendorf 
 March 17 — Sue Haley 
 March 20 —  Not Needed 
 March 24 — Sue Haley 
 March 31 — Cindy Wendorf 

Page 3 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Turn your clocks ahead 1 hour for 

Sunday, March 10. 

March Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
*  to Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for 

leading the Prison Ministry Service 
*  to Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The 

Estates at Rush City Service 
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

  1 Brandi Lewis 
10 Rustin Hahn 
11 Gary & Susan Scheff 
12 Lila Swanson 
17 Richard & Diane Friday 
18 Taniel Schellbach 
19 Odin Brown, Marlene Reiser 
20 Mike & Holly Downing 
25 Bill Volk 
27 Pastor Tim & Char Renstrom 
28 Kyle Blomquist 
31 Michelle Volk; Rick & Robin Schellbach 



A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

1-27-2019 46 ----- $4,307.01 13 4 + 3 No Class 

2-3-2019 40 36 $1,421.00 11 3 + 1 No Class 

2-10-2019 45 ----- $3,380.00 No Class 4 + 2 No Class 

2-17-2019 52 47 $2,223.00 10 3 + 3 3 
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Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, 
listen to WCMP (1350 AM or 100.9 
FM) for cancellation notices.   

We will also place an 
announcement on the church 
FaceBook page and the church website not less 
than one hour before the activity or event.  

Silent Quilt Auction! 

The Women of St. Stephen’s 
are having a silent quilt  
auction during the Lenten  
season. The funds from the  
auction will help in the  
mission of the organization.  
 
The table with the auction  
sheets is by the guest book  
at St. Stephen’s. If there is a  
quilt you really like, keep tabs on that auction 
sheet as someone may try to outbid you. You 
may call St. Stephen’s during the weekday 
afternoons or check it out before or after Lenten 
services that are held at St. Stephen’s. 

Let’s have fun with this activity! 

The auction will begin on Ash Wednesday and 
end on Wednesday, April 24 at 12:00 noon.  
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All services begin at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Ash Wednesday March 6 at St. John’s-Rush City (supper 6:00 p.m.) 

Wed., March 13 at St. Stephen’s-Braham (supper 6:00 p.m.) 

Wed., March 20 at St. John’s (supper 6:00 p.m.) 

Wed., March 27 at St. Stephen’s 

Wed., April 3 at St. John’s (supper 6:00 p.m.) 

Wed., April 10 at St. Stephen’s 

 
All are welcome! 

Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with  
all your hearts, with fasting, with weeping,  

and with sorrow; tear your hearts and not your clothing. 
Return to the Lord your God, for He is merciful 

and compassionate, very patient,  
full of faithful love, and ready to forgive.     CEB 


