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Page 8 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary: Marquee Mattson 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  

Tuesdays 10am-3pm; Friday afternoons 

February 2023 

 We welcome Rev. George W. Sagissor III as our vacancy pastor for the next 

month or so as we await news from Rev. David Behm regarding the call to our congre-

gations. Here is some information about Pastor George. 

 
Pastor George grew up in Wheaton, MN, and graduated from Wheaton High School, 

the University of Minnesota Morris, and Concordia Theological Seminary, Springfield, 

IL.  He has served the following parishes: Peace, Finlayson, and St. Paul’s, Bruno, MN.; 

St. Paul’s, Havre, and  Zion, Chinook, MT., Trinity, Appleton, MN., Our Redeemer, Sioux 

Falls, SD., and Trinity, Clear Lake and Faith, St. Cloud, MN.  He also has served 13 va-

cancies.  He is married to Julene and they have 4 children and 9 grandchildren.  He has 

served in numerous leadership positions in the church in Minnesota, Montana, and 

South Dakota. 

                                                                                                                  
“Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine 

heart; wait, I say, on the Lord.” 

Psalm 27:14 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 1 Dick & Marge Scheele   
  6 David Lewerenz 
  7  Daniel Scheff 
 10  Gene Kuhlman 
 11  Jarrod Swanson 
 12  Brian & Bernice Moreau 
 14  Hunter Blomquist 
 15  Sue Haley 
 18  Tracy McCoy 
20 Arlen Peterson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
 1 Chad Olson, Morgan Stauffer 
 2 Elva Anderson, Jason Swanson 
 3 Merla Berg, Mel & Kendall Grell 
  9 Johan Pankan, Marisa Schmakel 
 10 Allyssa Mattson, Inga Siusta 
 11  Nick Mattson 
 12   Chris Olson, Joe Peterson,  
  Carl & Sara Pautsch 
14  Mitch & Gini Vidor 
 13 Jereme Livingston  
17  Bill Schmakel 
20 Lowell & Sharon Jaques 
22  Blake Swanson 
23  Sam Schusted 
24  Kaleb Cooper, Ethan Stauffer 
26 Barb Gay   

Birthdays & Anniversaries In Our Parishes  

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Day of Worship St. John’s 
Attendance 

St. John’s 
Offering 

St. Stephen’s 
Attendance 

1-1-2023 —  75 

1-8-2023 42 $2,840.00 66 

1-15-2023 45 $  925.00 67 

1-22-2023 41 $1,577.00 66 

Call Process Update 
Thank you to everyone who came to St. John’s on Monday, January 23rd to meet Rev. David and Sarah 

Behm. The meeting went well and Rev. Behm and Sarah were very pleased to meet so many nice people. 

We should hear back from him in 2-3 weeks on whether or not he accepts the call. Please continue to 

pray for Rev. David and Sarah Behm as well as Concordia Lutheran Church as he considers the call to be 

our new pastor. 

Bible Sales 
 

 A pastor concluded that his church was getting into very serious financial troubles. While check-
ing the church storeroom, he discovered 
several cartons of new bibles that had never been opened and distributed. 
 So at his Sunday sermon, he asked for three volunteers from the congregation who would be 
willing to sell the bibles door-to-door for 
$10 each to raise the desperately needed money for the church. 
 The minister knew that Jack and Paul earned their living as salesmen and were likely capable of 
selling some bibles. But he had serious 
doubts about Louie who was a local farmer, who had always kept to himself because he was embar-
rassed by his speech impediment. 
 Poor Louis stuttered badly. But, NOT WANTING TO discourage Louis, the minister decided to let 
him try anyway.        
 He sent the three of them away with the back seat of their cars stacked with bibles. He asked 
them to meet with him and report the results of their door-to-door selling efforts the following Sunday. 
 Anxious to find out how successful they were, the minister immediately asked Jack, 'Well, Jack, 
how did you make out selling our bibles last week?' 
 Proudly handing the reverend an envelope, Jack replied, 'Using my sales prowess, I was able to 
sell 20 bibles, and here's the $200 I collected on behalf of the church.' 
  'Fine job, Jack!' The minister said, vigorously shaking his hand.  'You are indeed a fine salesman 
and the Church is indebted to you.' 
 Turning to Paul, 'And Paul, how many bibles did you sell for the Church last week?' 
 Paul, smiling and sticking out his chest, confidently replied, 'I am a professional sales man. I sold 
28 bibles on behalf of the church, and here 's $280 I collected.' 
 The minister responded, 'That's absolutely splendid, Paul. You are truly a professional salesman 
and the church is indebted to you.' 
 Apprehensively, the minister turned to Louie and said, 'And Louie, did  you manage to sell any 
bibles last week?' 
 Louie silently offered the minister a large envelope.  The minister opened it and counted the 
contents. 
 'What is this?' the minister exclaimed. 'Louie, there's $3200 in here!   Are you suggesting that 
you sold 320 bibles for the church, door to door, in just one week?' 
 Louie just nodded. That's impossible!' both Jack and Paul said in unison. 'We are professional 
salesmen, yet you claim to have sold 10 times as many bibles as we could.' 
 'Yes, this does seem unlikely ,' the minister! agreed. 'I think you'd better explain how you man-
aged to accomplish this, Louie.' 
 Louie shrugged. 'I-I-I re-re-really do-do-don't kn-kn-know f-f-f-for sh-sh-sh-sure,' he stammered. 
 Impatiently, Peter interrupted. 'For crying out loud, Louie, just tell us what you said to them 
when they answered the door!' 
 'A-a-a-all I-I-I s-s-said wa-wa-was,' Louis replied, 'W-w-w-w-would y-y-y-you l-l-l-l-l-like t-t-to b-b-
b-buy th-th-th-this b-b-b-b-bible F-f-for t-t-ten b-b-b-bucks ---o-o-o-or--- 
wo-wo-would yo-you j-j-j-just l-like m-m-me t-t-to st-st-stand h-h-he re and r-r-r-r-r-read it t-to y-y-you?’ 
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Hello St. Johns and St. Stephens, 
 
Thank you again for having me to provide the message on January 8.  It was truly a blessing for me to 
be able to share my story and passion for apologetics with you. I had several people ask me questions 
about additional resources they could use so I wanted to provide you with the below list so it could be 
passed along to your congregations.  
 
Books 

1. The Story of Reality by Greg Koukl – This book will provide information regarding the message I 
shared. 

2. Tactics by Greg Koukl – This book would be good for anyone who is interested in learning how to 
better talk to others about Christianity. 

3. Cold Case Christianity by J. Warner Wallce – This book provides information about why you can 
trust the Gospels as true testimony. It’s the story about how a cold case homicide detective used 
his detective skills to analyze the Gospels.  What he found would convert him from an atheist to a 
Christian. 

4. Person of Interest by J. Warner Wallace – This book looks at the incredible impact that Jesus had 
on the world.  The impacts are not typically what people would think of, but Jesus has greatly in-
fluenced things now normal to our culture such as: music, science, art, education, other religions, 
etc. If Jesus were just a man, how could he have such an impact? 

5. The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel - This book provides information about why you can trust that 
Jesus is God. It’s the story about how an investigative journalist used his reporting skills to inves-
tigate Christianity.  What he found would convert him from an atheist to a Christian. 

 Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis – This book takes a philosophical approach to thinking about the 
Truth of Christianity. 

Websites 
STR.org: This site is the ministry of Greg Koukl. On this site you can take on-line courses called 
STRU that will teach you about apologetics. The first course is “The Story of Reality” so you can hear 
the story as presented by the author. The site also has other great articles, videos, and podcasts regard-
ing apologetic based thinking. 
         -Brian Guldan 

Lenten Service Schedule 
The Lenten services alternate between  

St. Stephen’s and St. John’s .   
All services will begin at 7:00 p.m.   

All are welcome! 
 

February 23 at St. Stephen’s (Supper TBD) 

March 1 at St. John’s (Supper at 6:00 p.m.) 

March 8 at St. Stephen’s (Supper TBD) 
March 15 at St. John’s (Supper at 6:00 p.m.) 

March 22 at St. Stephen’s (Supper TBD) 
March 29 at St. John’s (Supper at 6:00 p.m.) 

April 6 at St. John’s (Maundy Thursday) 

April 7 at St. Stephen’s (Good Friday) 
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Worship Assistants in Our Parish This Month 

St. John’s 
Elder: Bob Downing 
Altar Guild: Jill Erickson 

St. Stephen’s 
Elder: Ray Dreyer 

February 5 
Reader:  Diane Buehring 
Musician:  Cindy Wendorf 
PA Tech:  David Haley 
Camera/PowerPoint: Jessy Nelson; Karen Peterson 
Counters:  Diane Buehring & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing:  Arlen Peterson  

February 5 
Musician: Allyssa or Marquee Mattson 
Altar:  Barb & Ray Dreyer 
Acolyte:  Waylon Pierson 
Coffee & Goodies: Caroline Duvernay 

February 12 
Reader:  Brian Moreau 
Musician:  Cindy Wendorf 
PA Tech:  Roxanne Orvis 
Camera/PowerPoint: Arlen Peterson; Karen Peterson 
Counters:  Jill Erickson & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing:  Diane Buehring  

February 12 
Musician: Allyssa or Marquee Mattson 
Altar:   
Acolyte:  Audrina Swanson 
Coffee & Goodies:  

February 19 
Reader:  Jill Erickson 
Musician:  Sue Haley 
PA Tech:  David Haley 
Camera/PowerPoint: Arlen Peterson; Karen Peterson 
Counters: Sue Haley & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing: Jill Erickson  

February 19 
Musician: Allyssa or Marquee Mattson 
Altar:   
Acolyte:  Lucas Barn 
Coffee & Goodies:  

Thursday, February 23 
 

Joint Service at St. Stephen’s at 7:00 pm 

Thursday, February 23 
Ash Wednesday Service 

Musician: Allyssa or Marquee Mattson 
Altar:   
Acolyte:  Savannah Gudilias 

February 26 
Reader:  Diane Buehring 
Musician:  Sue Haley 
PA Tech: Roxanne Orvis 
Camera/PowerPoint: Jessy Nelson; Karen Peterson 
Counters: Diane Buehring & Lynette Downing 
Driver for The Landing:  Yvonne Swanson  

February 26 
Musician: Allyssa or Marquee Mattson 
Altar:  Audrey 
Acolyte:  Morgan Stauffer 
Coffee & Goodies:  
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Young Adult Women’s Bible Study  
St. Stephen’s & St. John’s women (18+) are invited to gather for a 
time of fellowship and to read and study God’s word together. 
We will meet Saturday, February 11th at 10:00am at St. Ste-
phen’s. Coffee & goodies to share. See you there!  

I want to thank everyone who in some way has helped the Bra-
ham Food Shelf this year. For all the food donations, for work-
ing a few hours, for cash donations. Also Rick who goes to Cub 
each week to get the bread and sweets.  
It is all very much appreciated.  
-Merla 
 
 

A belated thank you to all who assisted with the delivery of Meals on Wheels in December.  
Some days were pretty treacherous.  The recipients are very appreciative of the food delivered.  
Thank you and may God Bless You. 
 

A big thank you to all who participate in the after-church fellowship time and those who help 
support the Women of St. Stephen’s by buying a treat to go with your coffee.  Each Sunday can 
glean approximately $15-$20 which really helps the organization with all the mission work.  
Each month $50 goes to our student, Joe Bates, at the seminary and $50 is sent to a local mis-
sion.  May God bless you for your participation. Thank you again.            
-Ruth 

 

Thank you so much to all who helped with Millie Hackler’s funeral.  You all did a wonderful 
job and it is much appreciated. 

St. John’s & St. Stephen’s 2022 Statements 
Check your church mailbox for your 2022 contribution statements! 
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Pictures for the directory 
PLEASE SUBMIT PICTURES! We would love everyone from both congre-
gations to be included in the picture directory. If you haven’t had your 
pictures taken yet, please email or drop of a picture to your church 
office (pictures can be returned once we are able to do a high level 
scan of them).  We want to get this completed this month. 

Prayer Requests 

The Prayer Group meets every Monday at 11:15 am at St. John’s. Members 
from both congregations are invited to participate in this group.  If you 
would like to join them, you are welcome. If you have any prayer requests, 
they welcome your requests at any time. You may contact Sue Haley (320) 
358-3416. 

Attention All St. Stephen’s Treasurers 
Please turn in your books for auditing. You can leave them on the 
counter in the church office. Thank you! 

 

                         Our Christian Sympathy is extended  

    … to the Hackler family at the death of Mildred Hackler. Her funeral 
was held on Thursday, January 19th at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church. 
    

      May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to all who grieve. 

St. Stephen’s Volunteers Needed for March 
The month of March will  be St. Stephens turn to help at the Braham Food Shelf. Two volun-

teers are needed each week, working from 8 am until noon. A sign up sheet will be downstairs.  

Thank you,   Merla 


