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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
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On Things Valentine… 
 

First off, let’s be honest.  I don’t have a romantic bone, muscle, sinew, organ, or anything 
in my body.  Oh, I have tried.  Several times.  But it comes off pathetic and miserable.  Every 
time. I don’t watch ‘rom-coms’, except occasionally with my wife.  I think romance novels are 
not worthy of mention.  I even skip over the obligatory romantic sections of other novels and, 
if I had my way, I’d likely fast forward through the ‘love interest’ sections of action movies.  
Having said that, it probably comes as no surprise to you that Valentine’s Day is not on my list 
of favorite days.  It doesn’t even make my list of least-favorite days.  It just doesn’t make the 
list at all. 

However, Valentine’s Day does still make the calendar—every year in the middle of 
February.  And, this year, WOST (Women of St Stephen’s) are planning to have a bake sale 
themed around it.  And my secretary suggested that it would be a good topic for this article.  
Therefore... 

Some history first:  There is not a lot of accurate history surrounding the man named 
Valentine for whom the saint day is dedicated.  He apparently was one of three (or possibly 
others) Christian men (named Valentine) in or around the 3rd or 4th century who were deeply 
appreciated for their care and love of people.  Either no one thought to write down the 
information as it was happening, or it has gotten lost over time, but we know that the early 
Roman Catholic Church thought enough of the man to canonize him (declare him a saint).  
Since then legend and tradition and commercialism have overrun whatever basis of fact there 
might have been hidden in the day. 

 
Or has it completely?   
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While it’s deeply hidden and misdirected, it does seem that the focus of the original 
Valentine was the love that God had for him—and his desire to share it with others.  According 
to legend it was so important that he was willing to be martyred for sharing his love of God 
and people and his faith. 

That’s what love really is.  John puts it this way, “This is how we come to know love: Jesus 
laid down his life for us” (1 John 3:16 EHV).  And Jesus said, “No one has greater love than this: 
that someone lays down his life for his friends” (John 15:13 EHV).  And, again, Jesus said, “God 
so loved the world that he gave his only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
has eternal life” (John 3:16). 

Romance—the emotional feelings, the strong physical attraction—is fine in love.  I even 
recommend it—even though—well, see above!  But true love is broader and deeper than a 
box of candy, or a card, or a dinner out, or any of the gifts usually associated with Valentines 
Day.  True love cares even when there is conflict (while we were still enemies Christ died for 
us).  True love reaches out when there is no attraction (even when we were dead in our 
trespasses God made us alive with Christ).  True love holds no grudges, remembers no wrongs 
and always desires to lift up and help anyone—especially those we hold close, our loved ones. 
True love is patient, kind, does not envy or brag, is not arrogant, doesn’t behave indecently, is 
not selfish, is not irritable, but does rejoice in the truth (1 Corinthians 13)! 

True love is hard.  It doesn’t sell well.  But God has it for us and through him, we have it for 
others—those close and those far away.  Perhaps, for just a moment in the middle of this 
month of February, we can pause and bask in and reflect the true love we have been given, 
and give it to others. 

 
Your servant in Christ, 
Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 

Join us for Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday, February 17 

7:00 pm at St. John’s 
 

The Lenten services will once again alternate  
between St. John’s and St. Stephen’s and all will 

begin at 7:00 pm.  We will be using Holden Evening 
Prayer for our worship. All are welcome! 
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This Month’s Worship Assistants 
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February Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, PA 
technicians, acolytes, 
elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

  1 Dick and Marge Scheele 
  7 Daniel Scheff 
10 Gene Kuhlman 
11 Jarrod Swanson 
12 Brian & Bernice Moreau 
14 Hunter Blomquist 
15 Sue Haley  
18 Tracy McCoy 
20 Arlen Peterson 

Elder:  Bob Downing 
Altar Guild:  Roxanne Orvis 
Readers:   
 February   7 — Bernice Moreau 
 February 14 — Diane Buehring 
 February 21 — Brian Moreau 
 February 28 — Bernice Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 February   7 — Roxanne Orvis 
 February 14 — David Haley 
 February 17 — Roxanne Orvis 
 February 21 — Roxanne Orvis 
 February 28 — Roxanne Orvis 
 
Musicians:   
 February   7 — Sue Haley 
 February 14 —  
 February 17 —  
 February 21 —  
 February 28 —  
Acolytes: 
 February   7 — Jacob Polzin 
 February 14 — Addy Lewerenz 
 February 17 — Abby Peterson 
 February 21 — Addy Lewerenz 
 February 28 — Abby Peterson 

150th Church Anniversary! 

Although our 150th anniversary is in 2023, it is time 
to begin planning for the celebration.  We are look-
ing for members who would be interested in being 
on the anniversary committee.  Diane Buehring and 
Kay Christensen have volunteered to be on the com-
mittee.  Who will join them?  Please let one of them 
or the church office know if you would be willing to 
serve on this committee.  Thank you! 
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Who:  Rum River Circuit Congregations, family, friends and neighbors 
What:   Snow Tubing at Wild Chutes, Taylor’s Falls, MN 
 A bonfire is allowed as well. 
When:   Sunday afternoon, February 14th,  4:00 to 7:00 pm 
Where:    Wild Chutes Snow Tubing 
 37200 Wild Mountain Road,  
    Taylor’s Falls, MN 55084 
 651-465-6365 
Why:   Just because it’s good clean fun! 
How:   Each congregation is responsible for their own transportation.  There are release forms that 
 must be filled out in advance by all snow tubers (adults and children).  They are available in 
 the church office. 
 
Tickets are $15 per person for 3 hours.  You will need to bring your outdoor clothing, $15, and a few 
dollars for treats and drinks.  We are allowed to bring in our own food and drink if you wish to do that 
instead. 
 
There is no fee for parents and chaperones who would like to come along but don’t want to go tubing.  
There is a place in the warming house to play cards or just sit and visit.  
 
If you’ve never been there, you should know that there is a large conveyor belt that carries you to the 
top of the hill.   
 
Note:  In order to get the discounted price, we need to have at least 50 sledders, so please plan to join 
us for a whole lot of fun!  Please let the church office or Pastor know if you are going by February 10. 
 
Wild Chutes Snowtubing is located ¼ mile south of Wild Mountain Ski & Snowboard Area.   

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

12-27-2020 37 ----- $8,740.00 7 3 + 1 No class 

1-3-2021 41 39 $1,971.00 12 1 + 1 5 

1-10-2021 40 ----- $1,476.95 9 2 + 1 6 

1-17-2021 36 33 $2,523.00 12 1 + 1 5 

1-24-2021 33  $  554.00 11 1 + 1 6 
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Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, 
listen to WCMP (1350 AM or 
106.5 FM) for cancellation 
notices.   

We will also place an announcement on the 
church FaceBook page and the church website 
not less than one hour before the activity or 
event.  

Altar Flowers 

Would you like to celebrate a special occasion, 
remember a loved one, or give thanks to God for 
all your blessings?  Consider providing altar 
flowers.  
There is a sign-up sheet and forms on the bulletin 
board at the back of the sanctuary. Please add 
your name to the list and fill out a form.  The cost 
of the flowers is $35.  Please make checks out to 
“St. John’s Lutheran Church” and put altar flowers 
in the memo line.  That’s all there is to it!  The 
altar guild will order the flowers and make sure 
they are in place. 

The Altar Guild, with the blessings of the council and 
the voters assembly, is working towards replacing our 
paraments as they are showing signs of age.  If members 
would like to donate to this project, please make checks out 
the St. John’s and note that it is for the paraments in the 
memo line. 
 
Our goal is $6,000 (3 sets at $2,000/set).  The sets to be       
purchased are the green, red and purple. The blue and  
white paraments have been purchased through memorials, 
donations and the general treasury fund. 


