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Page 8 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

Changing Attitudes 
 

Greetings in the name of our incarnate, crucified, risen and ascended savior, Jesus!  May his 
blessings overflow in your lives as you grow in confidence in the faith he has given to you.  It is my joy 
to give thanks for you as we are yoked together in his service in this world so that others may come to 
the same faith we have and receive eternal life by grace, through faith, because of his work. 

 
A short time ago someone at church asked me this question:  How do you get people to change 

their attitudes? 
 
I think the answer to the question is simple (but hard to achieve!).  To change attitude one 

needs to bring HOPE and have ACTION! 
 
For us as Christians, the first part is easy.  We have the hope of the world!  We follow a church 

calendar that allows us to celebrate all that God has done to bring us this hope—Advent, Epiphany, 
Lent, Easter, and Pentecost.  The ancient Christians set up this calendar to bring to us, and remind us 
of, this hope on an annual basis.  And we’re still smart enough to follow it!  We hear the Word 
preached to us from our pulpit, we receive the sacraments as offered.  This is hope!  It is because of 
Jesus—because it is Jesus!   

We are not like the rest of the world which has no hope.  The world without Jesus has no 
purpose—it is just here by chance.  It has come from nowhere and has no idea where it is going—
perhaps, it thinks, to oblivion.  It wants to “grab gusto” because it “goes around once,” but all around it 
experiences depression, cancer, heart disease, diabetes, accidents, poverty, ignorance, hard work…you 
get the idea…and death.  Life is hopeless. 

We who have hope experience the same things.  But with a ‘but!’  There is a difference.  Hope.  
With hope we have a purpose given to us by our creator God—to serve one another and care for the 
creation in which we are placed.  We receive abundant life in this life—all that is 
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good for us is available for the asking from our redeemer God.  And we know where we are going, by 
grace, through faith—to heaven: the new heavens and earth remade for us where there is no more sin, 
sickness or death.  And we have a sure and certain hope that we have and will receive these things 
because of the promises of God.  So we know that as we experience these same things listed above 
that we have divine help instead of depression and despair. 

So, to change attitude from despair one needs to bring hope.  We have it.  But there is one 
additional element to change attitude.  To me it seems to be the harder element to achieve.  To change 
attitude one needs to have action! 

This is time to ask and answer the question: Why do we need to change our attitude?  Because 
we’re like big flat rocks lying at the bottom of a hill.  To be of any use we need to be at the top of the 
hill for whatever building is happening. But we can’t roll ourselves up there! So we despair and we 
think, “What’s the use?” and just lie there.  We are apathetic.   

Apathy.  It creates inertia, just the opposite of action.  I think the “action” side of this equation 
is harder because the devil has worked so much apathy into our congregations.  We’re stuck at the 
bottom of the “mission hill” and think that there’s nothing we can do. 

But hope brings action, too!  Unless we choose to be stuck as a flat rock at the bottom of the 
hill, this hope—this Jesus—picks us up and moves us to the top of the hill—into his mission! 

Bottom line?  We have Jesus, who redeems us and moves us into his work.  Bottom line? If 
we’re satisfied despairing like the world which has no hope, if we’re satisfied being worried about 
existence and reminiscing about the past, we can be a rock lying at the bottom of the hill.  Jesus will 
likely honor our unbelief and allow us to damn ourselves.   If we want something different for the 
future of our congregations, if we want a ‘change of attitude’—we have the hope of the world!  We 
have Jesus! 

Join us for Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday, February 26 
7:00 pm at St. Stephen’s 

Pre-Service supper at 6:15 pm 
All are welcome! 
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Financial Peace University—the Dave Ramsey tool for good personal 
financial stewardship, will be offered at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Rush City, starting Monday, March 9, 2020, at 6:00 p.m.  It’s a weekly 
class, 1 ½-2 hours each week, for 9 sessions.  “Stay tuned” for more 
details. 
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Who:  Rum River Circuit Congregations, family, friends and neighbors 
What:   Snow Tubing at Wild Chutes, Taylor’s Falls, MN 
 A bonfire is allowed as well. 
When:   Sunday evening, February 16th,  6:00 to 9:00pm 

(There is no school the next day due to the President’s Day holiday.) 
Where:    Wild Chutes Snow Tubing 
 37200 Wild Mountain Road,  
    Taylor’s Falls, MN 55084 
 651-465-6365 
Why:   Just because it’s good clean fun! 
How:   Each congregation is responsible for their own transportation.  There are release forms that 
 must be filled out in advance by all snowtubers (adults and children).  They are available in 
 the church office. 
 
Tickets are $15 per person for 3 hours.  You will need to bring your outdoor clothing, $15, and a few 
dollars for treats and drinks.  We are allowed to bring in our own food and drink if you wish to do that 
instead for your group. 
 
There is no fee for parents and chaperones who would like to come along but don’t want to go tubing.  
There is a place in the warming house to play cards or just sit and visit.  
 
If you’ve never been there, you should know that there is a large conveyor belt that carries you to the 
top of the hill.   
 
Note:  In order to get the discounted price, we need to have at least 50 sledders, so please plan to join 
us for a whole lot of fun!  Please let the church office or Pastor know if you are going by February 9. 
 
Wild Chutes Snowtubing is located ¼ mile south of Wild Mountain Ski & Snowboard Area.   

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:   
Altar Guild:  Roxanne Orvis 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Greeters:  Bart & Tracy McCoy 
Usher Captain:  Ray Polzin 
Readers:   
 February   2 —  Diane Buehring 
 February   9 —  Brian Moreau 
 February 16 —  
 February 23 —  
PA Techs:   
 February   2 —  David Haley 
 February   9 — Roxanne Orvis 
 February 16 — David Haley 
 February 23 — Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 February   2 —  Sue Haley 
 February   9 —  Sue Haley 
 February 16 —  Sue Haley 
 February 23 —  Sue Haley 
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February Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
*  to Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for 

leading the Prison Ministry Service 
*  to Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The 

Estates at Rush City Service 
* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

  1 Dick and Marge Scheele 
  7 Daniel Scheff 
10 Gene Kuhlman 
11 Jarrod Swanson 
12 Brian & Bernice Moreau 
14 Hunter Blomquist 
15 Sue Haley  
18 Tracy McCoy 
19 Taylor Williams 
20 Arlen Peterson 

Our Christian Sympathy is 
extended  

 … to Diane Friday & the  
family for the death of  
Richard on January 15.  His memorial service 
was held at St. John’s on January 24. 

May the Lord bring His comfort  

in Christ to all who grieve. 
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Lent Begins This Month 

Wednesday, February 26 marks the beginning of Lent for this year.  The 
services will once again alternate between St. Stephen’s and St. John’s.  
Prior to the 7:00 pm services will be a supper.  Pre-Service meals at St. 
Stephen’s begin at 6:15, and at St. John’s at 6:00. 
“By His Wounds We Are Healed” is the series we will be using for our 
Lenten journey.   All are welcome! 
 
Ash Wednesday, February 26:  The Wounds of Blasphemy  (At St. Ste-
phen’s) 
In this service, we remember that the wounds of blasphemy we com-
mitted against our Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. Ash Wednes-
day reminds us that though we have been brought low by sin, our Lord 
will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  
 
Wednesday, March 4:  The Wounds of Violating the Sabbath (At St. 
John’s) 
In this service, we remember that the wounds of violating the Sabbath we committed against our Lord 
were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been brought 
low by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  
 
Wednesday, March 11:  The Wounds of Dishonoring Authority  (At St. Stephen’s) 
In this service we remember that the wounds of dishonoring authority we committed against our Lord 
were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been brought 
low by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  
 
Wednesday, March 18:  The Wounds of Murder   (At St. John’s) 
In this service, we remember that the wounds of murder and violence we committed against our Lord 
were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been brought 
low by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  
 
Wednesday, March 25:  The Wounds of Adultery   (At St. Stephen’s) 
We remember that the wounds of adultery and unfaithfulness we committed against our Lord were 
laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been brought low 
by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  
 
Wednesday, April 1:  The Wounds of Stealing   (At St. John’s) 
In this service, we remember that the wounds of stealing and dishonesty we committed against our 
Lord were laid on Christ on the cross. Our Lenten observance reminds us that though we have been 
brought low by sin, our Lord will bless us with new life in him through the cross.  

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

12-29-2019 42 ----- $3,411.00 11 No class 0 

1-5-2020 50 47 $3,330.00 15 3 + 2 4 

1-12-2020 60 ----- $3,423.00 13 4 + 3 5 

1-19-2020 42 37 $995.00 14 No class 4 
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Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, listen 
to WCMP (1350 AM or 100.9 FM) 
for cancellation notices.   

We will also place an 
announcement on the church FaceBook page 
and the church website not less than one hour 
before the activity or event.  

Altar Flowers 

Would you like to celebrate 
a special occasion, 
remember a loved one, or 
give thanks to God for all 
your blessings?  Consider 
providing altar flowers.  
There is a sign-up sheet and 
forms on the bulletin board at the back of the 
sanctuary. Please add your name to the list and 
fill out a form.  The cost of the flowers is $35.  
Please make checks out to “St. John’s Lutheran 
Church” and put altar flowers in the memo line.  
That’s all there is to it!  The altar guild will order 
the flowers and make sure they are in place. 


