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Page 8 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

From The Devotional Bible; Historical Meditations for the Gospel According to Saint Matthew, CPH 
1948, pp. 24-26. 
 

Wise Men Still Go to Bethlehem (Matthew 2:1-15) 
 

Surely the star did not whisper that the King was born!  How, then, did the Wise Men of the 
East know that this unusual star announced the coming of the King of Kings? They learned this the 
same way that you and I know this truth—through the Word of God. 

Centuries before the coming of the Christ Child, King Nebuchadnezzar had invaded Palestine 
and led many Israelites into captivity.  In this Babylonian exile the people of God spoke of the hope 
which was theirs that God would raise up unto Israel the Greater Son of David, who would establish an 
everlasting Kingdom.  And though this promise of God was misunderstood—for many thought of an 
earthly kingdom—nevertheless this hope was expressed again and again by the captives of the East.  
The Wise Men surely knew the story.  When they saw this unusual star, they put two and two together 
and concluded that the King had been born. 

So they traveled to Jerusalem to do the King homage.  There again, through God’s Word, they 
were directed to Bethlehem, where they found the Christ Child and worshiped Him as their Lord God 
and presented Him with gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying,  "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For 
we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him." 

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling 
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 

They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet:  `And you, O 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 
come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.'" 
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Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child, and when you 
have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship him." 

When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the 
East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed 
to their own country by another way. 

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him." And he rose and took the child and his mother by night, 
and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet, "Out of Egypt have I called my son."  (Matthew 2:1-15 RSV) 

 
We, too, go to Bethlehem in spirit and worship the Christ Child as our Lord and Savior.  We 

know from the Scriptures that this Babe of Bethlehem is the Messiah of prophecy.  Jesus is the Star of 
Bethlehem. 

He is the Star of Peace.  He came to reconcile us to His Father through His death on the Cross.  
Once more we can come to the bosom of the eternal God and know that He loves us.  We are at peace 
with God and therefore at peace with our own conscience. 

He is the Star of Hope.  All the weary and heavy-laden can turn to Him and find rest for their 
souls.  We can look into the future and see heaven with all its glory.  This hope takes the sting of 
disappointment out of our hearts, our lives, our homes. 

He is the Star of Comfort.  Life is filled with sorrow and tears and death.  But Jesus is the 
Resurrection and the Life; He heals broken hearts and promises that we shall live, because He lives. 

He is the Star of Joy.  Bethlehem’s angels announced good tidings of great joy.  Sin is forgiven, 
salvation is certain, heaven is our home. 

Wise men still go to Bethlehem.  We, too, are wise if we go. Only if the Christ Child finds room 
in our hearts, shall we go on daily rejoicing that unto us is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord. 

 
Prayer:  Christ Child of Bethlehem, enter Thou into our hearts, and cleanse them from all sin, that we 
may worship and adore and serve Thee, who art the King of Kings and the Savior of us all.  Amen. 
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      2019 Christmas Plants 

In loving memory of our parents 

from Richard & Julie Bittner 
 

In loving memory and honor of loved ones in heaven and on earth 

from Diane Buehring 
 

In loving memory of Vern Dahlberg 

from Arlene Dahlberg & Robin Johnson 
 

In loving memory of Fred Engler 

from Inez Engler 
 

In loving memory of our grandparents & Gary Behrendt  

and to the health and happiness of our family 

from Rick & Jody Friday 
 

In loving memory of our parents 

from David & Sue Haley 
 

In loving memory of our sisters Margaret and LaVerne 

from Carl and Bev Heinrich 
 

To the glory of God 

from Les & Roxanne Orvis 
 

In loving memory of George and Steven Reiser 

from the Reiser Family 
 

In loving memory of the Scheele Family 

from Dick & Marge Scheele 
 

To the glory of God 

from Gary & Susan Scheff 
 

In loving memory of Paul & Hazel Swanson, Shirley Minke, and Thomas Minke 

from Yvonne Swanson 
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Thank You! 

Members of St. John’s, thank you for the 

Christmas gifts.  We truly appreciate your  

   thoughtfulness and generosity.  It is a  

         blessing to be in God’s service  

         with you! 

Pastor & Char 

Mission Trip 

Please keep Kay Christensen and Carol Werlein in your thoughts and prayers as 
they embark on their mission trip January 9-17 to Guatemala with Pastor Jake and 
others from the area.  We look forward to hearing all about their trip and their 
experiences when they return.  God Speed Kay and Carol! 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:   
Altar Guild:  Roxanne Orvis 
Acolyte:  Abby Peterson 
Greeters:  Ray & Jeanette Polzin 
Usher Captain:   
Readers:   
 January  5 —  Jill Erickson 
 January 12 — Brian Moreau 
 January 19 — Bernice Moreau 
 January 26 — Diane Buehring 
PA Techs:   
 January  5 —  David Haley 
 January 12 — Roxanne Orvis 
 January 19 — David Haley 
 January 26 — Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 January  5 —  
 January 12 —  
 January 19 —  
 January 26 —  
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January Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
*  to Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for 

leading the Prison Ministry Service 
*  to Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The 

Estates at Rush City Service 
*  those who helped decorate our church for the 

Advent and Christmas seasons 
*  to all who organized, helped and brought food 

for the Kingery Family Concert on December 
15.  It was a great event! 

* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

2 Yvonne Swanson 
7 Karen Peterson 
8 Bernice Moreau 
9 Wendell M. Swanson, Steve Vanden Heuvel 
18 Lucas Nelson 
19 Dick Scheele 
20 Orion Heinrich, Roger Palmer  
22   Richard Bittner 
24 Leah Palmer, Jeanette Polzin 
26 Carl Huston 
28 Jeremiah Friday 
29 Gracen Gerold 
30 Melanie Gerold 

Our Christian Sympathy is 
extended  

 … to Les & Roxanne  
Orvis and their family for the  
death Les’ mom, Marie Orvis on December 8..  

May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to all 

who grieve. 
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Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, listen 
to WCMP (1350 AM or 100.9 FM) 
for cancellation notices.   

We will also place an 
announcement on the church FaceBook page 
and the church website not less than one hour 
before the activity or event.  

Annual Reports Due 

All boards, committees and 
organizations within the 
congregation are asked to 
prepare your report for the 
activities of this past year and 
looking ahead into the coming 
year.  Also, financial reports need to be given. 
If possible email the reports to the church 
office, otherwise submit a written copy.  
Please submit these as soon as possible.   
Thank you. 

Blood Drive 

The American Red Cross  
Blood Drive will be held at  
St. John’s Lutheran Church  
on Monday, January 13 from 
1 pm to 7pm.    If any questions call 800-733-2767 
or go on line at www.redcrossblood.org to make 
your appointment for Rush City.   

Altar Flowers 

Would you like to celebrate 
a special occasion, 
remember a loved one, or 
give thanks to God for all 
your blessings?  Consider 
providing altar flowers.  
There is a sign-up sheet at 
the back of the sanctuary. 
Please add your name to the list and fill out a 
form.  The cost of the flowers is $35.  Please make 
checks out to “St. John’s Lutheran Church” and 
put altar flowers in the memo line.  That’s all 
there is to it!  The altar guild will order the 
flowers and make sure they are in place. 

Annual Voters’ Assembly 

The Annual Voters’ Assembly will be 
held on Sunday, January 19 at 4:00 
pm.  All members of St. John’s who 
are 18 years of age and older are 
encouraged to come. 

Installation of Officers 

The officers  and board members 
of our congregation will be 
installed at the January 5 worship 
service. 

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

12-1-2019 44 35 $1,232.00 No Class 1 + 1 0 

12-4-2019 
(Advent Service) 

43 ----- $680.00 ----- ----- ----- 

12-8-2019 59 ----- $2,634.05 11 2 + 3 0 

12-15-2019 53 49 $1,626.00 10 4 + 3 5 

12-18-2019 
(Advent Service) 

23 ----- $378.00 ----- ----- ----- 

12-22-2018 57 ----- $2,025.00 12 4 + 3 4 

12-24-2018 
Christmas Eve 

60 ? -----  ----- ----- ----- 
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Volunteers Needed! 

In support of St. Stephen’s hosting of New Pathways guests January 12-19, volunteers are needed for 
the following duties.  If you are able to help, please call Char in the afternoons at St. Stephen’s (320) 
396-3101 to indicate what position and what day you would like to serve.  She has the master list so 
can assist on what is available as others reserve their time slot! 
 
Duties to be filled: 
 * Evening Hosts (6:00—9:00 pm) 
 * Overnight Hosts (9:00 pm—7:30 am) 
 * Evening Meals served at 5:30 pm (dinner prep, serving and cleanup)   
  please indicate what meal you are planning when signing up 
 * Laundry of all bedding 
 * Setup Rooms 11:15 on January 12 
 * Take Down after 7:30 am January 19 
 * Deliver trailer to next church on January 19 (need truck with hitch) 

tel:1-800-733-2767
http://www.redcrossblood.org

