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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

980 West Fourth Street  
P.O. Box 368 

Rush City, MN  55069 

Secretary:  Karen Peterson 
Church Phone: (320) 358-3623 
Church Email:  stjohns@midco.net 
Church Website: www.stjohnsrushcity.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 8am-2pm 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
A Member of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

400 SE 8th Street 
Braham, MN 55006 

 
Secretary:  Char Renstrom 

Church Phone/Fax: (320) 396-3103 
Church Email:  ststephens1913@msn.com 

Church Website: www.ststephensbraham.org 
Normal Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thurs.  1-4 pm Rev. Tim Renstrom 

Residence Phone: (320) 396-0382 
Email:  stmypastor@hotmail.com 

 I’ve always found this story interesting, but I haven’t heard it in awhile…So I thought I’d share it 
with all again this Christmas 2018.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14 ESV).—To all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God (John 1:12 ESV).  
Merry Christmas!  Blessed Epiphany!  Pastor Tim J. Renstrom 
 

The Man and the Birds 
Author Unknown 

As told by Paul Harvey 

 
 

The man I’m going to tell you about was not a scrooge, he was a kind decent, mostly good man. 
Generous to his family and upright in his dealings with other men. But he just didn’t believe in all of 
that incarnation stuff that the churches proclaim at Christmas time. It just didn’t make sense and he 
was too honest to pretend otherwise. He just couldn’t swallow the Jesus story, about God coming to 
Earth as a man. 

He told his wife, “I’m truly sorry to distress you, but I’m not going with you to church this 
Christmas Eve.” He said he would feel like a hypocrite and that he would much rather just stay at 
home, but that he would wait up for them. So he stayed and they went to the midnight service. 

Shortly after the family drove away in the car, snow began to fall. He went to the window to 
watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier and then he went back to his fireside chair and began to 
read his newspaper. Minutes later he was startled by a thudding sound. Then another … and then 
another. At first he thought someone must be throwing snowballs against the living room window. But 
when he went to the front door to investigate he found a flock of birds huddled outside miserably in 
the snow. They’d been caught in the storm and in a desperate search for shelter 
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they had tried to fly through his large landscape window. That is what had been making the sound. 
Well, he couldn’t let the poor creatures just lie there and freeze, so he remembered the barn 

where his children stabled their pony. That would provide a warm shelter. All he would have to do is to 
direct the birds into the shelter. 

Quickly, he put on a coat and galoshes and he tramped through the deepening snow to the barn. 
He opened the doors wide and turned on a light so the birds would know the way in. But the birds did 
not come in. So, he figured that food would entice them. He hurried back to the house and fetched 
some bread crumbs. He sprinkled them on the snow, making a trail of bread crumbs to the yellow-
lighted wide open doorway of the stable. But to his dismay, the birds ignored the bread crumbs. The 
birds continued to flap around helplessly in the snow. He tried catching them but could not. He tried 
shooing them into the barn by walking around and waving his arms. Instead, they scattered in every 
direction … every direction except into the warm lighted barn. 

And that’s when he realized they were afraid of him. “To them,” he reasoned, “I am a strange and 
terrifying creature. If only I could think of some way to let them know that they can trust me. That I am 
not trying to hurt them, but to help them.” But how? Any move he made tended to frighten them and 
confuse them. They just would not follow. They would not be led or shooed because they feared him. 

He thought to himself, “If only I could be a bird and mingle with them and speak their language. 
Then I could tell them not to be afraid. Then I could show them the way to safe warm … to the safe 
warm barn. But I would have to be one of them so they could see … and hear … and understand.” 

At that moment the church bells began to ring. The sound reached his ears above the sounds of 
the wind. And he stood there listening to the bells, Adeste Fidelis, listening to the bells pealing the glad 
tidings of Christmas. 

And he sank to his knees in the snow. 
 

*** 

Prayer Group 

Please join us for our new 
prayer group as we pray for 
each other, our churches, our 
nation and the world.  Come 
whenever you can.  Each 
Wednesday from 4:45 –5:45 
pm at St. John’s.  All are  
welcome.  If you have a prayer 
request and cannot attend the prayer       
session, please send an email to: 
KariV9999@hotmail.com . 

Our Christian Sympathy is 
extended  

 … to Jeff & Jill Erickson  
and their families for the  
death of Jill’s cousin Todd  
Anderson and her cousin’s wife, Susan 
Webster.  Both of them died in mid December.  

May the Lord bring His comfort in Christ to all 

who grieve. 
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A Thank You Note: 
The following is a thank you note which we 
received from Fostering Families in        
response to the quilts that were made and 
the donations from the Mystery Mountain 
Boys Concert on December 16 in which we 
sponsored.  There were about 140 people 
in attendance at the concert, and $1,340 
was raised for Fostering Families for their 
new project, Sweet Dreams, which you can 
read more about on the next page of this 
newsletter.  You can see pictures from the 
concert on our webpage under the 
“Activities” tab.  Click on the arrow on the 
right or left of the pictures to scroll 
through them all. 

A Great  
Opportunity to 

Fellowship  
with our   

Brothers &  
Sisters in Christ 
& Have a Great 

Meal! 

This Month’s Worship Assistants 

Elder:  Ray Polzin 
Altar Guild:  Roxanne Orvis 
Acolyte:  Montgomery Palmer 
Greeters:  Ray & Jeanette Polzin 
Usher Captain:  Arlen Peterson 
Readers:   
 January  6 — Bernice Moreau 
 January 13 — Diane Buehring 
 January 20 — Les Orvis 
 January 27 — Brian Moreau 
PA Techs:   
 January  6 — David Haley 
 January 13 — Roxanne Orvis 
 January 20 — David Haley 
 January 27 — Roxanne Orvis 
Musicians:   
 January  6 — Cindy Wendorf 
 January 13 — Cindy Wendorf 
 January 20 — Cindy Wendorf 
 January 27 — Sue Haley 
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January Birthdays & Anniversaries  

WORDS OF APPRECIATION  
are expressed to: 
* those who serve 

weekly in worship:  
pastor, musicians, 
lay readers, ushers, 
greeters, PA 
technicians, acolytes, elders and altar guild. 

* those who counted and posted the offerings.  
* those who brought refreshments on Sunday  
   mornings. 
* those who faithfully serve on the council,  
   committees and boards. 
*  to Pastor, Sue Haley and Brian Moreau for 

leading the Prison Ministry Service 
*  to Pastor and Sue Haley for leading The 

Estates at Rush City Service 
*  those who helped decorate our church for the 

Advent and Christmas seasons 
*  those who prepared and served the 

December 12 meal for the Advent preservice 
meal. 

*  to Jeanette Polzin and Carol Werlein for 
preparing and serving the meals for the Circuit 
Pastors’ meeting and to Sue Haley for playing 
keyboard for the worship service. 

*  to all who organized, helped and brought food 
for the Mystery Mountain Boys Concert on 
December 16.   

* those who helped to assemble this newsletter. 
* our gracious God who makes all these things 

possible through the priceless gift of His Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

2 Yvonne Swanson 
7 Karen Peterson 
8 Bernice Moreau 
9 Wendell M. Swanson, Steve Vanden Heuvel 
18 Lucas Nelson 
19 Dick Scheele 
20 Orion Heinrich, Roger Palmer  
24 Leah Palmer, Jeanette Polzin 
26 Carl Huston 
28 Jeremiah Friday 
29 Gracen Gerold 
30 Melanie Gerold 
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Winter Weather Cancellations 

In the event of winter storms, 
listen to WCMP (1350 AM or 100.9 
FM) for cancellation notices.   

We will also place an 
announcement on the church 

FaceBook page and the church website not less 
than one hour before the activity or event.  

Annual Reports Due 

All boards, committees and 
organizations within the 
congregation are asked to 
prepare your report for the 
activities of this past year and 
looking ahead into the coming 
year.  Also, financial reports need to be given. 
If possible email the reports to the church 
office, otherwise submit a written copy.  

The Altar Guild Is Looking For Additional 
Members 

Would you like to join three wonderful ladies 
help take care of our altar area?  The Altar 
Guild is looking for additional members to as-
sist in caring for the alter and setting up com-
munion.  Occasionally, banners are made.  
They also make sure there are altar flowers to 
adorn our chancel area.  If interested, please 
talk to Lynette Downing, Bernice Moreau or 

Blood Drive 

The American Red Cross  
Blood Drive will be held at  
St. John’s Lutheran Church  
on Monday, January 14 from 1 pm to 7pm.    If 
any questions call 800-733-2767 or go on line at 
www.redcrossblood.org to make your 
appointment for Rush City.   

Altar Flowers 

Would you like to celebrate a 
special occasion, remember a 
loved one, or give thanks to 
God for all your blessings?  
Consider providing altar 
flowers.  
There is a sign-up sheet at 
the back of the sanctuary. 
Please add your name to the list and fill out a 
form.  The cost of the flowers is $35.  Please make 
checks out to “St. John’s Lutheran Church” and 
put altar flowers in the memo line.  That’s all 
there is to it!  The altar guild will order the 
flowers and make sure they are in place. 

Annual Voters’ Assembly 

The Annual Voters’ Assembly will be 
held on Sunday, January 27 at 4:00 
pm.  All members of St. John’s who 
are 18 years of age and older are 
encouraged to come. 

Installation of Officers 

The officers  and board members 
of our congregation will be 
installed at the January 13 
worship service. 

Did you miss the Christmas Eve service? 

If you missed our Christmas 
Eve worship service or would 
like to hear it again, the audio 
is posted on our webpage 
under the “Connect” Tab and 
then “Listen to the Sermons”  tab. 

A Measure of our Discipleship Together in Christ 

Week of 
Worship 

Attendance 
Communed Offering 

Rise & Shine 
Bible Study 

Sunday School 
& Youth 

(Students + Staff) 

Longer 
Look 

Bible Class 

11-21-2018 
Thanksgiving Eve 

32 ----- $445.00 ----- ----- ----- 

11-25-2018 46 ----- $4,476.00 12 2 + 1 3 

12-2-2018 43 40 $2,427.00 8 ----- 3 

12-9-2018 52 ----- $1,885.00 10 3 + 2 4 

12-16-2018 62 54 $2,293.25 14 2 + 1 4 

12-23-2018 60 ----- $5,504.00 8 2 + 1 No Class 

12-24-2018 
Christmas Eve 

48 -----  ----- ----- ----- 
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Missing Pictures! 
We are updating the confirmation pictures and are missing a great deal of classes.  If you were in one 
of these classes or know someone who was, see if anyone might have a copy of the picture and get it 
to the church office. We can scan it so that the picture can be returned.  Thank you so much!  If you 
would like to see the class lists, there is a copy to look at on the back counter in the sanctuary. 
 
The missing class pictures are: 

May 23, 1893 
April 16, 1896 
April 16, 1897 
September 24, 1899 
September 29, 1889 
September 28, 1902 
October 1, 1905 
May 31, 1907 
October 6, 1907 
October 24, 1909 
February 12, 1914 
December 5, 1915 
December 3, 1916 
December 9, 1917 

January 5, 1919 
November 30, 1919 
May 30, 1920 
December 9, 1921 
December 2, 1923 
November 28, 1925 
December 11, 1927 
April 6, 1928 
July 22, 1928 
December 15, 1929 
April 18, 1930 
May 21, 1939 
April 2, 1950 
June 17, 1956 

February 16, 1958 
June 14, 1959 
June 18, 1961 
Palm Sunday 1966 
July 14, 1966 
May 26, 1968 
June 8, 1969 
May 17, 1970 
May 5, 1974 
October 18, 1974 
January 18, 1975 
June 29, 1975 
May 18, 2003 
May 21, 2006 

tel:1-800-733-2767
http://www.redcrossblood.org

