
From the Pastor...

November 18, 2020

I have good news and bad
news.  You already know the bad
news:  This demonic and confusing
virus is on the uptick.  The good
news is that we are pulling together
and making adjustments so we can beat it.  

And it’s not only the virus we’re fighting.  We’re also
battling the depression and dissension it leaves in its
wake.  We've got our work cut out for us: Onward
Christian Soldiers!

In order to be proactive in fighting it together, we are
moving all our worship services online for the next
four weeks.  And yet, even though the building will be
closed on Sunday mornings, the congregation will be
very much alive, dispersed, actively worshipping God,
and united in the Holy Spirit.

We will also be offering an alternative to normal
receptionist services for the next three weeks.  Even
though the building will not be open to the general
public, Diane will be answering the church phone
during her regular hours:  8-5, Monday through
Friday.  Some of that time she will be remote, and so
if you need something from her, or if you need to give



her something, just call the church (618-548-2810)
and arrange for her to meet you for the drop-off.  

To cut down on traffic inside the building, we will be
hosting groups of ten persons or less and temporarily
postponing our availability to larger groups.  Those in
the building will be asked to wear masks and
maintain social distancing.

Going into this phase of our fight against the virus,
we will be upgrading our video worship services and
broadcasting our worship services on the local radio
stations: 92.1 FM and 1350 AM.  You can tune in
each Sunday morning at 9:45 for this new
hour-long program.  We will continue to provide
this new service as long as much of our congregation
is unable to attend safely.  

In addition to the radio broadcast, I’m also adding
four letters a week to you, Mondays through
Thursdays.  (This is your first one.)  I’ll keep you
informed about the latest things going on in the
church and conference, and I’ll keep it light… sharing
humor, hope, and bits of my own faith.  On Fridays
you will receive our regular church newsletter.

The staff talked yesterday about producing one to two
minute inspirational videos, something that was well
received last spring during the shut-down.  There
were between 70 and 100 hits a day for these short
inspirational moments.  We hope to begin that



sometime the week after Thanksgiving.

As we get ready for Advent and Christmas, we are
going to decorate both the inside and outside of the
church.  Indoor decorations will show up in our
videos.  We want our outdoor decorations to be so
joyful that people will go out of their way, over and
over, to come by and enjoy them.  If you have some
ideas and would like to help, please contact the
church and we will get you involved.  We will all be
working extra hard to make sure that this demonic
virus and its after-effects do not cause Advent and
Christmas to fizzle on us.    

Your church staff has been both deeply committed to
our church and willing to go the second mile.  I know
that the congregation will be equally generous with
ideas, prayers, encouragement, volunteer hours, and
financial contributions. We are rolling up our sleeves
and taking this fight to the virus directly.  And
remember:  don’t go into battle without your weapons
(prayer, spiritual songs and hymns, humor, kindness)
and don’t forget to put on your shield (masks).  And
soldiers… stay six feet apart so we don’t catch friendly
fire from each other!

Pastor Mike

The Daily Calendar:  Keeping Life
Lively



While we are fighting this virus, it
is essential for us to keep our
sense of humor.  It is also
essential to keep expanding our
minds and our creativity.  To that
end, in each of my letters to you,
I’ll be sharing bits and pieces from a website called,
Days of the Year.  

Today, November 19, is World Toilet Day.  In honor
of this day, who can tell me how many toilets we have
in our church?  Winners get to pick a Christmas Carol
to be included in one of our December worship
services.  (No fair peaking in a bathroom where you
don’t belong!)  All entries must be emailed into the
church by next Monday.

When we list our blessings next Thursday
(Thanksgiving Day) I’m not sure how many people
will include gratitude for the toilet.  But we
should.  Think of the alternatives:  chamber pots
(tossed out open windows after use), tin coffee cans
(used by my grandparents on cross-country trips),
bushes (sometimes hosting snakes or poison ivy or
chiggers), outhouses (pretty cold in the winter), etc.  

Many people in our own congregation grew up
without an indoor toilet.  Ask around and you’ll hear
some interesting stories.  About 1/3 of the people in
the world today still lack access to a toilet in their



daily lives, a situation often leading to cholera,
typhoid, hepatitis, or diarrhea, especially deadly to
children in third world countries. 

On a more humorous note, read the story in the last
section of this letter about a woman in England who
wrote to a pastor in Switzerland about the availability
of a “WC… Water Closet” (the English euphemism for
toilet) in a summer home she hoped to rent.  The
pastor had no idea what WC meant, so he took a
guess (a wrong one) and wrote her back.  

Since I won’t write again until Monday, here are some
things to keep you busy over the weekend:

Friday, November 20, is Peanut Butter Fudge Day.  It
is widely believed that both fudge and peanut butter
fudge were originally discovered due to cooking
mistakes.  

Saturday, November 21, is World Television
Day.  While it is true that most of us are a little too
addicted to our televisions, think how our lives have
been blessed with the humor, drama, story-telling,
and information that television has brought into our
homes.  This may be a day to make a resolution:  to
turn off our TV sets earlier in the evenings (so we can
get more sleep) and to be more intentional about
what we watch.  On the other hand, my friend Mark
suggests that we observe that we observe the day by
watching channel 24 all day, a station devoted



entirely to Westerns. Mark has been retired for too
long now, and he has been confined to his house too
much this year, so please take this into consideration
before following his advice. 

Sunday, November 22, is Go For a Ride Day.  I guess
you can do that with a car, a truck, a bicycle, a
mule…  But there are worse things than a nice Sunday
drive.  This is also the anniversary of President
Kennedy’s assassination.  Tell someone where you
were when that happened and what you
remembered.  Or if you are too young, ask one of us
old geezers about it.

OOPS

An English lady, while
vacationing in Switzerland, fell in
love with a small town and the
surrounding countryside.
She asked the pastor of a local church if he knew of
any houses with rooms to rent that were close to
town, but out in the country. The pastor kindly drove
her out to see a house with a room to rent. She loved
the house and decided to rent the room. Then, the
lady returned to her home in England to make her
final preparations to move to Switzerland.



When she arrived back home, the thought occurred to
her that she had not seen a “W.C.” in the room or
even down the hall. (A W.C. is short for “water closet”
and is what the English call a toilet.) So she
immediately emailed the pastor to ask him where the
“W.C.” is located.

The Swiss pastor had never heard of a “W.C.,” and so
he Googled the abbreviation and found an article
titled “Wayside Chapels.” Thinking that the English
lady was asking about a country church to attend
near her new home, the pastor responded as follows:

Ms. Smith

I look forward to your move. Regarding your question
about the location of the W.C., the closest W.C. is
situated only two miles from the room you have
rented, in the center of a beautiful grove of pine trees.
The W.C. has a maximum occupancy of 229 people,
but not that many people usually go on weekdays. I
suggest you plan to go on Thursday evenings when
there is a sing-along. The acoustics are remarkable
and the happy sounds of so many people echo
throughout the W.C.

Sunday mornings are extremely crowded. The locals
tend to arrive early and many bring their lunches to
make a day of it. Those who arrive just in time can
usually be squeezed into the W.C. before things start,
but not always. Best to go early if you can!



It may interest you to know that my own daughter
was married in the W.C. and it was there that she met
her husband. I remember how everyone crowded in
to sit close to the bride and groom. There were two
people to a seat ordinarily occupied by one, but our
friends and family were happy to share. I will admit
that my wife and I felt particularly relieved when it
was over. We were truly wiped out.

Because of my responsibilities in town, I can’t go as
often as I used to. In fact, I haven’t been in well over a
year. I can tell you I really miss regularly going to the
W.C. Let’s plan on going together for your first visit. I
can reserve us seats where you will be seen by all.

Sincerely,

Pastor Kurt Meier


