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Romans Chapter 13 

 

How do we live out and apply a justified life in the midst of such a corrupt 

world?  For Paul, a belief in Jesus was to be validated by a walk of faith in 

spite of and in front of a corrupt world.  Chapter twelve began the final 

section of Romans.  Paul has stated his theological platform to the church 

in Rome thus providing for us a wealth of spiritual truth and 

understanding of our relationship with Jesus.  But such understanding 

was only as good as the wisdom used to apply it.  

 “Putting on Christ” and “walking in Him” is never easy.  Consider the 

political atmosphere surrounding the Roman church.  Hear the words of 

the Lord concerning our civic responsibility while under the ultimate 

authority of God.  Once again, it all comes back to the Great 

Commandment to love the Lord with all our heart, mind, soul, and 

strength.  Only with this as our foundation for life can we present to this 

corrupt world the love we are expected to express. 

 

Scripture: Romans 13:1-4 

Theme: Authority 

• Verse 1: “Every soul is to be in a loyal attitude of cooperation with 

the governing authorities.” 

o The governing authorities are those given the right to 

govern us.  Consider our responsibility towards those who 

have been established by God. 

o 1 Timothy 2:1-2: First of all, then, I urge 

that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 

thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, 2 for 

kings and all who are in authority, so that we 

may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness 

and dignity. 
o Such governing authorities are God’s instrument for social 

order.  They are the interim dispensers of justice. 

• God is the author of authority and is the ultimate authority. 

o The question may be asked why such corrupt governments 

exist if they have been established by God. 

o Consider this given the reality of all that has been placed 

into the hands of humanity since the fall of man.   
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o When dominion and authority was given to humanity, all 

the elements of our corruption and imperfection became a 

part of how this authority was to be managed. 

o The ones that govern must themselves be governed by 

more than self if society is to experience true goodness 

and justice. 

• To sum this up: 

o God is the ultimate authority for the believer. 

o Authority (a certain portion) has been given over to the 

governing bodies of this world. 

o Every aspect of our rebellion towards God will be 

increasingly seen in the way human authority is carried 

out. 

o This does not excuse a believer from being in subjection to 

governing authorities as long as they do not contradict the 

truth in Jesus. 

o To a certain extent, there still exists the fact that such 

authority is to be the protector of right and the punisher 

of wrong.  Do good and supposedly there will be no fear.  

 

Scripture: Romans 13:5-7 

Theme: The Right Thing 

• We are to be subject to avoid punishment and wrath. One of the 

basic reasons for all people. 

• But the believer is to also be subject “for conscience sake.” 

o Because it is the right thing to do. 

o It is obedience to God 

o Such obedience comes from the soul of every believer that 

moves them to do that which is right.  We cannot rebel 

against what is right and be in obedience to God. 

o “We are to be the best possible citizen in a just social 

order.” 

o We are to be the voice that continually challenges 

authorities to be in harmony with the Word and nature of 

God. 

• “Because you are bound to that which is right…you also pay 

taxes.” (See Mark 12:17) 
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o Note the progression in verse seven—taxes—customs—

fear—honor.  A movement from the material to the 

internal. 

o We cannot have our confidence in the institution 

destroyed because of those who occupy the positions. 

 

Scripture: Romans 13:8-10 

Theme:  Begin and End with Love 

• Does the way Jesus loves me impact the way I love others? 

o The love of Jesus is meant to increasingly become the way 

we are identified. 

• We are to owe nothing to anyone. 

o “Keep out of debt”  You only owe what you do not pay. 

o Our only debt is to love others. We are indebted to love 

because of the love we have experienced through Jesus. 

o We meet all of God’s requirements in relation to our 

fellow humans by loving them with the love of Christ. 

o It is the only debt that can never be fully repaid. 

• The commandments cited along with all others pertaining to our 

relationship with others cannot be obeyed without the proper 

foundation.    

o We can fulfill the law of love only by having as our 

foundation a growing experience of the Great 

Commandment.  How we love others will always be a 

reflection of the way we love Christ. 

o If we love God, we must love others. 

o “Love God—and do what you like.”  --Augustine 

 

Scripture: Romans 13:11-14 

Theme: Wake Up 

• The early church expected the immediate return of Jesus. 

o Verse 11 states that it is “high time” for us to be raised and 

roused from our slumbering souls which has brought to 

our lives conformity to the world. 

o “Kairos”  The period between the first and the second 

coming of Jesus. 
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o The perfect fulfillment of our salvation is getting closer 

with each passing day.   

o Day (light) has been poured on the night (dark) and now 

there is no “neutrality zone.”  Either/or—no middle 

ground. 

o Put on the things of light (the nature of Christ) and “fling 

aside” the things that are of the darkness.   

• Verse 13: We are to behave decently having been properly 

clothed with Jesus. The list given is representative of those 

activities that cannot be associated with the life of someone who 

walks in the light.  

o Carousing—loving self and a nuisance to others.  The word 

originally described the celebration parade associated with 

a gaming victory that reached a point of no moral 

resistance.   

o Drunkenness—surprisingly, even though the Greeks 

consumed a great deal of highly diluted wine, it was 

considered shameful for someone to actually be drunk. 

o Sexual promiscuity:  the “forbidden bed.”  Living by a 

sexual and moral standard that is not of God. 

o Sensuality: shamelessness—the loss of public shame. 

o Strife: unholy competition caused by self always having to 

be in the forefront. 

o Jealousy: envy—no contentment until you have all that 

you see others possess. 

• We intentionally stop being dominated by the evil cravings in our 

sin nature.  We give no forethought to indulging our desires under 

the control of our first nature.  Our first thought is no longer a 

reflection of the flesh. 


