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Summer has been hugely busy once again this year and 

I hope you can forgive me for not keeping you 
informed better. I know that being busy is no excuse, 

but let me say that I appreciate all of you and your 
support for the work 0f the Lord here in Scotland. 

Throughout the summer we have hosted our 3rd and 
4th full campaigns, taken children from the youth 

group to Camp Heatherbell and had our first baptism 
since we’ve been planting again in Perth. This is an 

exciting chapter in the work of the Lord here in Perth 
and I am excited to tell you about it… 

Personal News 

My parents are doing well and continue work away 
while enjoying their leisure time. This summer they 

went off to Spain for a week on holiday and lazed 
around by the pool before exploring a bit of the island 

of Ibiza in constant sun! They have also taken some 
time to re-model the house since I moved out, 
renewing furniture they have had since I was in 
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A.P.T. 

I update you on my studies 
with A.P.T. Check page 9 for 
more updates on this 
journey… 

Youth Work 

A busy time for the youth 
group. See pages 2 and 3 for 
an update. 

Mother’s Day 

We celebrated all the mothers 
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primary school. 

Mackenzie has graduated from primary school! After this 
summer ends she’ll be going to Cumbernauld Academy, the 

same high school that all of my family, including my mum and 
dad, went to. She is looking forward to going and is staying 

with a lot of her friends from primary school as they are 
going to the Academy too. I hope that Mackenzie can build 

relationships with the kids that are in contact with the 
church and Bible classes and will begin coming along to youth 

club and services. We were hopeful that she would come to 
camp this year, but unfortunately she had a competition in 
England the day after and couldn’t make it. Still, I pray that 

Mackenzie can come along and make a connection with God. 

My sister and her husband are doing well and will have their 
2nd wedding anniversary at the beginning of August. They 
have been focussing on improving their home and saving 

some for the future recently and look to be on a stable path 
as a family. Please continue to pray for all of my family. 

Perth Youth Work 

Our youth group grew once 
again just before our summer 

break. Maurice was teaching the 
younger group (since around 
April) and I have taken the 

older class, choosing to study 
through the book of Ephesians 

together.  This study was, 
much like the younger class 

previously, paused over a couple of weeks to answer questions 
that the kids had.  We stopped for one week to discuss 
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Focus on Perth 

This month saw us take steps to 
continue the Lord’s work in Perth  

• During March in the youth club 
class, we focussed on parables 
of Jesus before moving on to 
aspects of Easter. The 
opportunity to teach the kids 
about Christ’s resurrection was 
too good to pass up. 

• I continued the adult class on 
the parables of Jesus on a 
Tuesday night 

• We booked a new place to 
worship in the morning; North 
Inch Community Campus 

• We bought a new minibus for 
the church to use 

• The youth club continued to go 
from strength to strength with 
around 30 attending 
throughout March 

Please continue to pray for the 
church here in Scotland. 

Polly teaching the youngest class :)
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baptism almost exclusively after excellent questions from a boy and a girl regarding the 
differences between sprinkling and immersion etc. and we stopped for another week to 
discuss the Lord’s Supper in some detail.  These questions are very encouraging as they 

come from children with little to no previous experience of Bible study (beyond 
‘Christenings’ or other non-biblical traditions).  The 
kids are already growing and interested and I pray 
that those of the older class in particular will begin 
attending classes and worship on a regular basis in 

order to nurture this seed of faith.

The younger kids continue to be an encouragement 
just with their excitement as they get to be together.  
Before the holiday 

break, the kids were 
already asking me when we would next have an event, or 
when they could next get together.  As you will see soon 
there were plenty of opportunities for them to do this 
and with weeks of summer still left, there will be even 
more just around the corner. Please pray that the kids 

take these chances and come to know not just one 
another, but Jesus too. 

S.A.I.M. visitors 

During June we had some visitors with us from Sunset International Bible Institute. 
These visitors from Senior Adventures in Ministry (S.A.I.M.) are old friends of Maurice 

and Polly and came over to work with Perth and with the 
congregation in Glenrothes.  As we do not have a building 

it is not always easy to organise work in Perth at short 
notice and so Gospel meetings etc were left to Glenrothes 
and we wondered if a youth work was more suited to our 
strong points.  As a result, we had a mini-version of our 

Holiday Bible Club in the evenings while schools were still 
on.  We had an encouraging attendance at this event and 

the children were eager to come along and hear the strange 

�4… to every creature…

Games at youth club!
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accents of our Texan visitors!! 

All in all, from our point of view, this work was encouraging as others were able to see 
what we do on a week in week out basis. We work with completely un-churched children, 

and a community in general, to bring to them the whole counsel of God.  I think our 
visitors left us encouraged by their visit here, as we had also been blessed by them. 

The Gospel meetings (hosted entirely in nearby Glenrothes) were hosted over two 
weekends and covered the topics; ‘The Holy Spirit’ and ‘Christian Evidences’. They were 
presented by experienced teachers and contained a wealth of information. Everyone who 

attended was blessed by being together at this time. 

Coffee Shop Bible Study. 

Over the summer, the coffee shop study completed the book of Romans and moved on to 
study 1 Peter. We were blessed by this study allowing Peter to challenge us on what it 

means to be a Christian, what it means to be oppressed and what it means to be a part of 
the church of God, the Body of Christ.  These have 
been weeks filled with self-evaluating questions and 

concerns over our individual walks with God. 

The studies swell and shrink, depending on whether or 
not we have visitors, and the unusual nature of studying 
the Bible in public continues to attract attention, and 

very occasionally admiration. Please pray that this effort 
will come to success and bear fruit for the Lord. 

�5… to every creature…



Summer 2017

Preaching 

In the lead up to the summer we discussed the family line 
of David after his death.  This was a fascinating study for 

me as I learned things that I may have read previously, but 
had never taken the opportunity to 
examine more deeply. We moved far 

too swiftly on from the fall of the 
Kingdom to the division to the 

minor prophets and the captivity; 
this summer has been packed with powerful messages, grave 

warnings and hopeful calls to encouragement and restoration.  I am 
blessed and honoured to be given the opportunity to preach to this 

congregation here in Perth.

As we move through our preaching schedule we have come to the 
birth of the Saviour and will discuss the life of Jesus over the next 

few weeks. 
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Buford Campaign 2017: Covenant 

On the 1st July we once again welcomed a group from the Buford church of Christ, from 
just outside Atlanta, GA. The group of 15 had organised a Holiday Bible Club programme, 

which we hosted from the 3rd to the 6th of July, and 
Ben Hogan presented an excellent series of lessons on 

the theme of the entire week: Covenant. 

The HBC was very well attended with 17 children 
coming on the last day and hearing about the covenants 

God made with people in the Bible and the covenant 
He wants to make with all of us. 17 may not seem much 
to some, however, this 
is our most successful 

HBC yet and is the result of 3 years of 
work. Work is slow here in Scotland and so to have the 

opportunity to reach 17 young souls so early in our work 
is truly exciting. Please continue to pray that these 

children are reached with the Word.

The Gospel meetings were attended by visitors from 
many 

congregations 
around central Scotland. 
We did not have visitors from the community, 

however, once again demonstrating the 
difficulty we have in reaching adults in 

Scotland. Many are 
pleased to send 

children to hear the 
Word and 

experience the 
church, but refuse to come themselves.  It can be disheartening 

to invite over and over again only to be refused, however, we 
always keep in mind that the next person we invite may be the 
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HBC time

Exploring Black Linn waterfall
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one who is saved. We pray that God gives the increase.
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It was all too much for some of the kids!

Taking in Perth-shire from Kinnoull Hill, above Perth 
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Abbie Ramsay  

You may remember last report I asked you to pray for Abbie 
Ramsay, a young girl I have been studying with for the past few 

months.  The greatest piece of news during the visit of our 
American friends came on the Wednesday evening as Abbie 

Ramsay asked to be baptised for the remission of sins!  We wasted 
no time in calling her mum and visiting with her in person that 
night. Just hours later (in the morning) we baptised Abbie in the 

River Tay, less than a mile from her house.  Her mother and 
younger sister came along to celebrate the beginning of Abbie’s 

new life in Christ, as well as some brothers and sisters from other 
congregations. Abbie asked Maurice 

to take her confession and I 
baptised her.  Despite the summer 

conditions, the water was freezing and we were both 
happy to leave the water, even happier knowing I had 

entered with a member of the youth group and left the 
water with a sister in eternity.  Please pray for Abbie as she 

begins her journey with Christ. 

Even more 

encouraging 
is the reaction of Abbie’s mum and sister to her 
decision.  During my conversation with Abbie’s 
mum she said to me that she was very proud of 
Abbie and her decision. Abbie’s mum cried as 
she saw the love and support her daughter was 
receiving from the family of God.  A door has 
been opened in Abbie’s family and now it is up 
to His people in Perth to cultivate that seed.  

Abbie’s younger sister, Ava, was a little 
perplexed by everything that was going on (she 
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Look, here is water. What can stand in the 
way of my being baptised? Acts 8:36

Abbie among other youth that we took to camp
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is only 5 years old) but, Abbie is hopeful that when she is old enough she will come along 
to the youth club and Bible classes and begin to take her own steps on the path to Christ.  

After giving her life to Christ Abbie returned home to change into something warm.  
When she saw her older sister, Beth, Abbie told her she was a Christian now and while 

not hostile to Abbie, her sister was less than enthusiastic. She didn’t care was how Abbie 
described her sister’s reaction. This is not uncommon and it is possible that Beth is still 
‘too cool’ for church at this stage of life. However, Abbie’s relationship with her family is 

close and God is opening doors through 
Abbie’s enthusiasm for the Gospel and 
spreading her faith!  Please pray that we 

can continue to stoke these fires and God 
will bear more fruit in Perth.  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Abbie Ramsay, Nneka Igbonoba, and Megan McDonald
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Camp Heatherbell 2017: Gold 

Camp Heatherbell is 50 years old this year and we celebrated 
with the theme; Gold!  The golden anniversary of Camp 

Heatherbell was one to remember as we had classes, games and 
entire days all centred on the theme of Gold.  My own class 

took a walk through 
‘Golden Memories’ 
looking at excerpts 
from the letters of 

Peter and Peter’s own 
life in the Gospels and 
the book of Acts. We talked about ways we can 
remember like Peter; remember who Jesus is, 

remember we make mistakes, remember to walk 
on water and remember to tell others. The class I 

had were the seniors (14-17) and we had great 
discussions about real faith in action every day.  The kids 
who have grown up with a 

faith are real missionaries in the field here in Scotland 
and, as such, Peter seemed the perfect role model for 

them to follow. 

We took 6 children from Perth to 
camp this year and they got stuck 

into everything from the very 
beginning!  Every single child 

from Perth had a great time and 
was welcomed by kids from other 

youth groups and congregations 
as if they had been friends for years.  

These friendships are huge to the 
development of the faith of these kids through the years.  
They develop these ties and relationships and are able to 

attend youth weekends and worship.  Eventually they 
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Grace joins her new house team, Hughes!

Electric chair … mixers to start

Devotional times with the kids

Boys v Girls: Girls win this year!
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realise these relationships are not simply 
social, but have a spiritual element too 
and faith develops.  This is the aim and 

hope of camp, to introduce these kids to 
Jesus in a place where others also think it 
is acceptable to believe in Jesus, so their 

faith is not squashed immediately by ridicule or 
embarrassment.

Our camp is very much based on 
outreach as many of the kids never even attend a worship service until 

they come to camp and it is great to see them develop over the week. By 
the end of the week the kids are requesting songs, singing with the rest 

of us, praying and listening to lessons. If this 
seed can be planted who knows what God can 

do in the coming years in the lives of these 
kids.  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Some of the senior class :) 

S’mores

Golden games!
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Applied Preacher Training 

Even though we have had a very busy summer, I have found 
time to squeeze in studying for A.P.T.. I finished the 

course; ‘Distinctive Nature of the Church’ by Ed Wharton 
and am now looking to the next as summer becomes a little 
less hectic.  I look forward to the conclusion of my studies 
and being able to use what I have learned more fully in the 

Lord’s work.

Mission Trip  

As part of my APT studies I am looking to undertake a 
mission trip, hopefully this year. If your congregation or 

someone you know is undertaking a mission trip and I could 
be of help please let me know. I will do anything to be of help to your work. I am hoping 
to go early next year so would need to know pretty soon to begin fundraising. If you are 

able, please keep me in mind.

Thank you.
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Perth Growth. 

…lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for 
the harvest… John 4:35 

We are currently looking for people to come and be part of the team working to spread 
the Good News in Perth. There are so many opportunities to spread the Word of God in 

Perth and we hope and pray that you want to be a part of that work.

We are growing all the time and in November have just celebrated the second anniversary 
of our first worship service at Tulloch Community Centre. 

If you would like more information on the work in Perth, the church in Perth, or 
anything else, please do not hesitate to contact me using the details at the top of this 

report. 
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Aiming for the Future  

The future sees the church in Perth developing the ground 
that has been laid by our campaigns and Camp 

Heatherbell. Already, we are planning a number of events 
to help parents and children continue to interact with the 
church in order to speak to others about Christ more and 

encourage the community to attend services and Bible 
classes to help in their every day lives. 

As well as this we continue to find ways to build bridges 
into the community through charity work (which we also undertook as part of the 

campaign) and other community driven efforts. The next few years will be hugely exciting 
for the people of God in Perth and I am delighted to share this journey with all of you.

Please continue to pray for us and God bless you

‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad 
tidings of good things’ 

Romans 10:15

How shall we preach unless we are sent? 

Thank you for your support.

More pictures available on my Facebook and Instagram.
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