
  Cuban Work Report April-June, 2019 
 

As I try to summarize our trip to Cuba in July, 2019, I will try to present the work in a different 
way. Instead of figures, I want to make this report more personal. While these figures are 
important in that they represent the work of each preacher performed during this quarter, I think 
it is also important that you get to know these dedicated Gospel preachers. In that vein, I will 
show you a photo of each man and give you a brief description of his work. Also, please look at 
the map as I will describe the general area where he works.  
 
We found that the Cuban people are beginning to suffer from the U.S. Embargo and the 
collapse of the Venezuelan government. Tourism is way down, jobs have been lost and money 
is not flowing into the country as before. Food is difficult to obtain and when they must trade 
with the secondary markets, referred to as “Free Markets” or “Black Markets”, the goods have 
gone up dramatically. Ordinary Cubans are having trouble providing for their families. We 
heard later that even restaurants who had less difficulty in getting food are now suffering 
shortages. We also heard that the “rolling blackouts” where electricity is shut off for sections of 
the island in sort of a rolling fashion, had been started again. This was common in the years 
after the Soviet Bloc withdrawal. We did not experience this, but were told that it was 
happening again. 
 
As we met, I took the opportunity to press upon the preachers the need for Elders  and Deacons 
in the church. We went over the qualifications listed in Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Timothy 3 and I 
impressed on them the importance that they, as the ministers, begin to prepare the potential 



candidates and the church for the selection of Elders in the foreseeable future. The church in 
Cuba, in my experience, as well as the Caribbean and Latin America and Central America has 
been behind in this process. I feel it is partially cultural, partially historical coming from 
Catholicism and a reluctance of the preachers to move into a new system of governance in their 
congregations. They seemed receptive to my request and I hope to see them begin this process. 
 
In spite of the reported hardships and difficulties, the Church in Cuba is strong. The preachers 
reported that their congregations are steady in attendance and new Christians are being added. 
When asked about needs, most replied simply, “prayers”. I would ask that you continue to pray 
for the church in Cuba as God continues to open doors there. 
 
Villa Clara Province 
Villa Clara is about 150 miles southeast of Havana and Santa Clara is the capital city of the 
province with a population of 216,000. The preachers listed all live around Santa Clara except 
for Ernesto Cruz who lives in Fomento in Sancti Spiritus province and Raphael Perez who lives 
in Cienfuegos. 

 
Isaias Rodriguez de la Barca  
Isaias is the preacher for the La Gomera congregation outside Santa Clara. He has been preaching for 
15 years and is a graduate of the Jamaica School of Preaching that operated in Santa Clara. He is 
married and has one child. 
The congregation has about 35-40 members and an average attendance of 25.  
 
 
 



 
 
 

Yoel Company  
Yoel Company is the preacher at the Sagua La Grande congregation which is located outside the city of 
Santa Clara in the province of Villa Clara.  He has been preaching for 9 years. The Sagua La Grande 
congregation has 19 members. He also requested prayers for his work. 
 

 



 
Ernesto Cruz 
Ernesto Cruz works with the Fomento congregation which is just over the border in the province of 
Sancti Spiritus.  He has been preaching for 15 years. They have 30 members and had a need for chairs 
for the house in which they meet. There is not enough furniture to seat everyone for worship. We were 
able to help with this and gave him some money to buy some chairs. 
 

  
Phillipe Alvarez 
Phillipe is the preacher in a rural area of Villa Clara province and works with 4 small congregations, 
The Tunnel, La Campinita, Manicaragua, and Brenas, with a combined attendance of 30. Bro. Phillipe 
has been preaching for 10 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Raphael Perez 
Raphael is from Cienfuegos which is one of the adjacent provinces to Villa Clara. The city has 
a population of 150,000 and is about 40 miles from Santa Clara. He has been preaching for 15 
years. He works with 2 congregations with a total of 60 members. He requested help to 
purchase toner for his printer and prayers for the congregations. 
 
 
Las Tunas Province 
Las Tunas is located in central Cuba and the capitol city is Las Tunas. In spite of the wording, 
Las Tunas means “prickly pear”, which is a type of cactus. Las Tunas is a city of 170,000. The 
province has a population of  approx. 529,000. We currently work with preachers in Las Tunas, 
Jobabo and Puerto Padre.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Raphael Antonio Rodriguez Leyva 
Raphael is pictured here with his wife Marlenis and daughter Anna. He also has a son Miguel 
who is the proprietor of a restaurant in Las Tunas. Raphael has been preaching for 23 years and 
shares the preaching in Las Tunas with Leodan Leyva. The church in Las Tunas has an average 
attendance of 48 and meets in the home of Doris Leyva, the widow of Enio Leyva who was 
associated with us for many years. They also have a group of 12-14 children that regularly 
attend.  
 



 
Angel Luis Ramirez 
Angel Luis, or “Weicho” as he is known, is the preacher at Jobabito, which is a community 
outside the town of Jobabo. It is a very rural area, about 20 miles from Las Tunas and is 
accessible only by one poorly kept gravel and dirt road. When it rains, the road floods and 
makes getting there by car impossible. Most people travel by horse drawn cart, horseback or on 
foot. The congregation meets in a building in a field which has no roof. Angel Luis reports that 
they have 27 people who attend most of the time. Many are transported to church in a cart 
driven by Angel Luis. 
 



Yosidier Guzman 
Yosidier is the preacher at Puerto Padre located about 42 miles from Las Tunas. Puerto Padre is 
a pretty town of 93,000. It seems much smaller than that, however. It is located on a bay on the 
north, central coast of Cuba. It was once a major shipping port for the country.  
Yosidier has been preaching for 10 years and has just started the Sunset Bible Institute 
advanced course of studies in Havana. He is married with one child, a boy. They have 20-22 
usually in attendance with 8 children. They have planted two churches in communities outside 
Puerto Padre and Yosidier works with them also on a regular basis. 
 
 
 
 
Holguin Province 
The province of Holguin is located in the Eastern part of Cuba and has a population of 1.3 
million. The capital is Holguin city which has a population of 295,000. Central has been 
associated with the preachers there since the very beginning of our work in Cuba. Currently we 
support preachers in the cities of Holguin, Moa, Buena Ventura and San German. 



 
Oliberto Aguilera Avila  
Oliberto is the preacher at one of the two congregations we work with in Holguin city. He has 
been preaching for 30 or more years. Oliberto is responsible for the training of many of the 
preachers on the eastern end of Cuba. He works with a congregation of 40-45 which meets in  
his home.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Alexander Aguilera 
Alexander is the son of Oliberto and is the preacher of the other congregation we support in 
Holguin. Alexander has been preaching for about 15 years and they have a co congregation of 
about 40 members. Alexander is a licensed attorney in Cuba and has assisted several churches 
in gaining a title for their building from the government. There is a lot of bureaucratic 
paperwork that must be done in order for them to give this special permission to anyone. He 
has recently been assisting the church in Puerto Padre with this work. 
 



Omar Matos 
Omar is from the town of Moa which is located on the far Northwestern coast of Cuba. Moa is 
86 miles from the capital Holguin and has a population of 75,000. Omar has been preaching for 
24 years and the church there has 34 active members. 
 

 



Bismar Carrelero 
Bismar is from the town of Buena Ventura located 26 miles east of Holguin. Buenaventura is 
the municipal seat of the town of Calixto Garcia which has a population of 57,000. Bismar has 
been preaching for 20 years and there are 32 attending the church there which meets in his 
home.  
 

 Nelson Proenza Pena 
Nelson lives in San German which is 33 miles southeast of Holguin. It has a population of 
almost 44,000. Nelson has been preaching since 1997. The congregation in San German has 40 
regular members. Nelson has become very active on preaching on the internet since Cubans 
have been given access to Facebook and can be heard in Spanish 3-4 times weekly. Nelson is 
also an artist and uses his talent to supplement the family income and to teach art classes which 
he uses as a tool for evangelism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Preachers Supported by Tompkinsville 
The Tompkinsville Church of Christ supports three preachers in the Province of Granma, 
Beningo Salazar, Pedro Minardo and Juan Carlos Mustilier. 
 
 

 
Beningo Salazar 
Beningo is from the town of Guisa in the province of Granma. Guisa is southeast about 10 
miles from the large city of Bayamo and has a population of 51,000. Beningo has been a 
member of the church for 23 years and has been preaching for 15 years. The church meets in 
his home and has 34 average attendance. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Pedro Minardo 
Brother Pedro is from the town of Media Luna which is located on the coast of Cuba between 
the towns of Manzanillo and Niquero. It has a population of 35,300. They have a steady 
attendance of 30. Bro. Jim Camp from Central visited there in the early 1990's and brought 
support that helped the church get started and many churches were planted from this work. 
They meet in his house and it is in bad condition. The authorities have told them the building is 
not to live in, but he has nowhere else to go. The same can be said for many buildings in Cuba.  



 
Juan Carlos Mustilier 
Juan Carlos is pictured with his wife and my wife Pat at his home in Santa Rita which is within 
the municipality of Jiguani in Granma province between Holguin and Bayamo. It has a 
population of 60,000. Juan Carlos has been preaching for 20 years, and has a congregation of 
the Lord's meeting there with an average attendance of 40. Some brothers who started there are 
now working in planted churches in the surrounding communities. They meet in his house 
which is on the second floor of the building and is limited for space for growth. Elderly 
members have difficulty in climbing the stairs to get to services.  
 
 

 
 
 
Over all, in spite of the difficulties I have outlined, the preachers are optimistic and the church 
is growing. They have many of the same problems we have in retaining members and fighting 
the influences of the world that attack the church. These men and their families have remained 
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