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Welcome 
Dear friends, after a busy summer, we are settling back 

in to a routine throughout August and especially as 
September came along. 

Personal News 

We had big news this September as my sister and her 
husband announced that they were expecting their 

second child.  Mackenzie is excited to be a big sister 
and looking forward to having a new brother/sister.  
Michelle and Michael are delighted and are already 

busy redecorating their spare room for the new arrival. 
Michelle is due late February and so prayers will be 

appreciated as our whole family prepares. 
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Peterhead Social 

Time spent in fellowship with 
brethren. See page 4 for 
details. 

Youth Revamp 

Perth youth day a success! See 
page 5 for more info. 

Service Projects 

A busy time for the youth 
group. See page 3 for an 
update. 

Focus on Perth 

See page 2 to catch up on 
Perth 

SHINING IN SCOTLAND 
 Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father in heaven
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In other news, Mackenzie herself is doing well at high 
school and is already almost through the first semester!  
She continues to compete in dancing competitions and 

winning, making it to the world championships this 
year. 

My parents are finished with remodelling the house, for 
the moment at least, as dad added his favourite piece 
yet; his new DVD/blu-ray player.  So far, the challenge 

has been getting the thing to work properly!  My 
parents are blessed with steady work at the moment 
and are enjoying their weekends together hiking or 

travelling to places in Scotland, now that the furniture 
shopping is at an end.   

During the last week of August into September, Allana 
and I travelled to Spain for a week. We stayed in youth 

hostels in Madrid and Valencia before attending a 
tomato throwing festival in Buñol, Valencia. It was 

great week and we would have felt right at home (if it 
were not for the heat) as rain arrived almost every day.  
Despite the weather we had a great time, met plenty of 
new friends, practiced some Spanish and enjoyed some 

time off. 

Afterwards, we got back to work in September and I 
have so much to tell you about the work in Perth!
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Focus on Perth 

This month saw us take steps to 
continue the Lord’s work in Perth  

• We rebranded the church and 
youth group and undertook a 
complete overhaul of the youth 
program.  

• We had signs and new 
literature created in order to 
attract new people to the 
church and help to educate 
and inform people when they 
do come to worship the Lord. 

• We ran a trip to Noah’s Ark (the 
kids play centre in Perth) and 
had a race on the go-karts that 
were there. I won’t say who 
won, but if there was a podium 
I would have been in the 
centre. 

• We had our first Community & 
Connect event, increasing 
status in the community and 
cohesiveness in the youth 
group. 

• We reached out to some local 
coffee shops to see about 
hosting studies and received 
positive feedback. We are 
planning on experimenting 
with Coffee & Connect over the 
next few months to see what 
works for attracting the public. 

Please continue to pray for the 
church here in Scotland. 
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Advertising Revamp 

This September Todd and Pam Newman, from the congregation of the church in Buford, 
arrived in Perth for a few days to revamp our advertising campaigns and help re-structure 

our youth program.  Todd is an elder of the church in Buford and has been a faithful 
member for a number of years, as well as a massive encouragement to the church here in 

Perth. Todd’s wife, Pam, helps make the office in Buford tick and was here on the first 
trip we made into Perth, before there was any church here.  I pray that they have been 

blessed to see the progress of the Lord’s work so far.  Pam is a whizz with logos and 
photoshop and it is down to her hard work that we have been able to achieve so much 

with the advertising. 

We worked flat out for around 4 days coming up with a new logo, new designs for 
business cards and leaflets, as well as working on the website.  This has been the focus for 
September as we have stepped up our advertising to increase our profile in Perth. Already, 

people are taking more notice of the church and connecting 
with us.  

The unanticipated result of this new advertising has been 
the response of the church to the new advertising.  The 

logos and increased quality of the website etc., have given 
confidence to members of the church and lend the 

congregation a degree of legitimacy that we may not have 
had in the community before.

Our logo will help the community identify the programs and 
works of the church at a glance as well as giving us a stronger identity as a group.  

Please pray for us as we go into the community and spread His Word. 

Youth Work 

As mentioned above we have recently revamped the youth 
program.  We have implemented a new structure for the 
program along with new logos and events for the youth.  

Connections Youth is still the overhanging concept that has 
been given a breath of fresh air. 
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 After the youth begin high school they ‘graduate’ to L.E.A.P. youth until the age of 16.  
L.E.A.P. gives opportunity for older youth to Learn Expand Advance and Practice, an 

opportunity to leap from youth to a more serious consideration of 
their burgeoning faith. L.E.A.P. youth may take part in a number of 
community outreach events as well as youth weekends and camps.  

They develop in more serious Bible classes as well as having the 
opportunity to serve the community and lead those younger than 

them. Being part of L.E.A.P. also requires the youth to be examples 
to others, including the younger youth in Connections Youth.  This 
level will, ideally, give the youth a chance to transition from simply being ‘youth club kids’ 

to attending worship services and deeper spiritual events, such as youth weekends. 

After turning 16 the youth become part of the L.E.A.D. 
program.  L.E.A.D. gives the youth opportunity to Love 

Enhance Apply and Develop things that they have learned 
throughout their journey in Connections Youth. In this 

program the youth are given the opportunity lead the younger 
children. They become responsible for elements of the youth 

club and outreach while remaining under the supervision of Connections Youth staff. 
Ideally, those who reach this level will have a decent working knowledge of the Bible and 

attend services, growing their faith as they get older. 

Please pray for this work that we may engage the youth, we may plant the seed of faith 
and allow God to develop them as they grow.  

Connections Youth 

The youth club was on full swing again after the holidays.  This 
semester, I am teaching the middle class (around 9-11 years old) 

about what a Christian is.  So far, we have discussed how a 
Christian is someone who is immersed, someone who follows 

God, someone who loves others and someone who is an 
example.  These are tailored to give an introduction to Christ 
and His church for kids who have little to no experience of 

Him.  This takes time as we discussed baptism for a few weeks.  
Some of the students have no background and had never heard 
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of baptism while others come from denominations and have an understanding of baptism 
drawn from those traditions. 

L.E.A.P. - Community & Connect 

Our first Community & Connect took place on the last 
Wednesday of September.  We headed to the Perth Food 
Bank to help them re-stock, prepare food for moving to a 
food bank down in Edinburgh and making packages that 

will go out to those in the community who 
are struggling to afford food.  The people at 
the Food Bank were delighted with the work the kids managed to do and 
the youth served brilliantly!  This 
provides an outlet for the church 
to serve the local community and 
now the kids are excited to know 
about other ways which they can 

serve.  We are planning on 
further connecting with the 

Food Bank 
here (giving 
the youth 

more chance 
to serve) while 
exploring many 

other opportunities.  

Please pray that God may open 
doors in the local community and 

that the kids will understand 
better the love of Christ through 

this service. 
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Due to the fact that the youth come 
straight from school we gave them brand 
new L.E.A.P. t-shirts to act as overalls! 

Allana, Bethany Alexander, Abbie Ramsay and I at the 
food bank.
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Abbie Ramsay’s birthday 

We celebrated Abbie’s birthday with her this year by going to a 
Dundee Football Club game.  Abbie is originally from Dundee 

and so this is her favourite team.  It was a big game as they 
were playing local rivals from just a few miles away, St 

Johnstone from Perth!      It was a bad day for the Saints as 
Dundee came out 3-2 winners, but at least it was a good 

birthday present for Abbie.  Not 
so much for me as the man next 
me (reasonably thinking I was 
another Dundee supporter) 

proceeded to tell me 
everything that was wrong 

with St Johnstone and Perth in 
general.  It was certainly educational!!  

It was a good day for Abbie and we met her grandfather and 
uncle who were also at the game. These times together grow 

relationships and are often vital to helping young and old Christians alike know they are 
cared for and that they have a place with the family of God.  

Special prayer requests 

Over the last few months we have built 
connections with families in the Fairfield area 
of Perth.  The Alexander family have begun 

coming along and have attended some 
worship services.  Bethany (pictured alongside 
Abbie Ramsay and I outside the Food Bank) is 

interested in coming to everything that the 
church hosts and has attended youth 

weekends and youth days with us, as well as 
Camp Heatherbell in the summer.  Her sister 
and brother, Chloe and Jamie, have also been enthusiastically attending everything they 

can and have been a great encouragement.  They are still young, however, their Bible 
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Oor Wullie; a mascot of Dundee

Delighted to be at Dens Park
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knowledge is very good; particularly in comparison to most children their age here in 
Perth (Beth is 12, Chloe is 10 and Jamie is 9). I pray that these children will continue to 

grow and will, one day soon, come to know the love of Christ. 

Not only this, but they have invited friends to the club and through this we have met a 
number of other youth who share their enthusiasm for coming to events, such as youth 

weekends and Community & Connect.  Most importantly, the enthusiasm for these 
events has also spread to the parents and I have had many positive meetings during which 

comments from parents have been very encouraging.  I pray that these families may be 
touched by the Gospel and come to know Jesus.  

I would also like to ask that you pray for the family of Dr Jim Jackson, who recently went 
to his reward.  Dr Jackson was a member of the church at Granny White Pike in 

Nashville, TN and had been a music teacher at Lipscomb University (where Adam Barr 
met him) before retiring a number of years ago. Most of all Dr Jackson was a great 

supporter, inspiration and encouragement to me as well as many others.  He will leave a 
gap in the lives of all of those at Granny White, but especially his wife, Pat.  Thankfully, 

as Christians, we know that death has now power and we simply go forward to our 
reward, but often the pain for those left behind remains. Please pray for all of Dr 

Jackson’s family and friends that they may remember him lovingly while looking forward 
to seeing Jim in eternity.

Tuesdays in the Word 

Our Tuesdays in the Word class this semester is focussed on 
the subject of prayer.  We have examined a number of 

different biblical accounts concerning prayer and different 
aspects of prayer life that we seek to improve. The overall 

class theme for the second half of the year is ‘Move 
Beyond’.  We hope to ‘move beyond’ a normal prayer life 

and deepen our relationship with the Father through 
prayer.  To move beyond our comfort zone and laying 

ourselves bare before God is often uncomfortable and renders us vulnerable, however, we 
have seen how Abraham, Moses, Daniel, Hannah and others have laid their deepest 

secrets, ultimate hopes and entire souls before God and how God blessed, lifted them 
and met them all with His power and love. 
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Please continue to pray for our study and the growth of the church here.  

Coffee & Connect 

We have re-branded our Wednesday afternoon study as ‘Coffee & Connect’ and have 
moved the study from Starbucks to Blend Coffee Lounge. We are hopeful that these two 

elements will combine to attract members of the community to study 
with us.  Blend has a more cosy atmosphere and is smaller, allowing us to 

more easily build a reputation and become a recognised fixture in this 
corner of the community.  On this note we have already had one person 
visit and discuss some things for a while (although not joining us for the 
study).  Our guest was from the Baptist denomination and told us that 

she was delighted to see people studying the Word in public.  I pray that 
we will see her again and have the opportunity to study the Word 

together. 

We completed the book of 1 Peter and chose to go for a complete change of pace and 
study Nehemiah next. We have already been blessed by this study and find it so 

appropriate for our own situation in Perth.

African Multicultural Night 

In September, we attended an African Multicultural event hosted by the 
church in Cumbernauld.  The church in Cumbernauld contains many 

brethren who are originally from a number of different African countries 
and we were treated to traditional songs and information on all of the 

nations represented.  Just some of the country’s represented were; Ghana, 
Nigeria, South Africa, Zimbabwe and Gambia. 

This event provided a great outlet for the church to 
reach out to African communities across central Scotland and the 
African brethren who organised this event did an excellent job.  

Please pray that this event bears fruit for the church in 
Cumbernauld. 

There was an extra surprise at this night as we were joined by 
Dustin and Kathy Curfman from the Granny White Pike 
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congregation in Nashville, TN.  I have met the Curfmans on previous trips to the States 
and it was good to have a chance to catch up.  

Peterhead Social 

Last month we headed to Peterhead for the annual Peterhead Social.  A ‘social’ seems to 
be a uniquely Scottish church event where members of a number of different 

congregations from across the country gather to eat together, sing and hear a lesson from 
the Word. The speaker at the Peterhead Social this year was John Mooney from 

Livingston.  We took our minibus and travelled along with Christians from Glenrothes 
and had a great time being encouraged by all of our brothers and sisters from across 

Scotland. We hope and pray that one day we may host brethren in Perth. 

Preaching 

Recently, we have focussed upon the events during the last week 
of Jesus’s life in our preaching and last Sunday saw this series 
culminate in the resurrection of Christ. Now, I am given the 

privilege to preach about the spreading of the Gospel and the 
birth of the church beginning from Jerusalem.  We are looking to 
creating a preaching schedule for next year as having a plan and 

layout has been greatly beneficial to both the men who preach in 
Perth and the church. 

Mission Trip 

If your church is heading to a mission point or has mission work in which I may be able 
to participate please let me know.  I hope to join a trip next year before I travel to the US 
and see my supporters.  If your church could keep a space for me on a trip or aid me to do 

some work in your local area I would be extremely grateful. 

Thank you! 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Aiming for the Future 

As we move into the Autumn of 2017 we are 
planning on further developing our youth 
program and group as a whole.  We will be 

investing in trips and events, as well as serving 
the community and creating classes to ensure the 
youth get as much time together as possible.  We 

will also be focussing our advertising on older 
teens and helping our children on the verge of 
joining L.E.A.P. truly connect to the group, the 

church, but, most importantly the Lord. 

We will also be investing heavily in advertising over the next few years as we push to 
reach out to adults in the community.  This will necessitate us dedicating more time and 
resources to personal visits, eye catching tracts and leaflets that those who attend studies 
may pick up and take home.  We will also be developing tracts that are designed to help 

church members speak to others about the Gospel. 

October also sees us preparing for our fancy dress party at the club as well as heading to 
Livingston Youth Weekend during the last weekend.  These trips and events will be some 
of the first steps allowing L.E.A.P. youth to take a leadership role with the other children 

and bond as a group during youth weekends.  

Please pray for our future plans, that they are successful in glorifying God and spreading 
His Word in Perth.  

Budget for Next Year 

As we begin to create a budget for next year we are planning on dedicating much of our 
time and resources to advertising and the newly revamped youth program.  We are 

planing on dedicating $2,000 more next year simply to advertising in the local 
community. This will include creating signs, t-shirts, car magnets, leaflets, tracts, etc. as 
well as hosting events aimed at adults. We also hope to expand our work with L.E.A.P. 

and L.E.A.D. which will include trips together in the minibus to different places in order 
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to bond and serve together as well as advertising in a much more comprehensive manner 
than we have been able to achieve as of yet.  

For this purpose, I humbly ask that you remember us in your budgets this year and, if 
possible, help us reach our target of $2,000 to increase our advertising in the city of 

Perth. I will be calling in the next couple of weeks and I hope to be able to speak to you 
all before I plan on visiting the US next year. 

Please continue to pray for us. God bless you!

How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad 
tidings of good things 

Romans 10:15

How shall we preach unless we are sent? 

Thank you for your support.
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