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As followers of Jesus, we begin the Christian New Year this weekend. Advent is the start of something wonderful. It is a season of
preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus into our world.
It will be filled with celebrations, singing, worship and fellowship.
There will be candles and much more. But in the midst of it all
there is a silent, holy wonder that began that night in Bethlehem. It
was the quiet entry of God into our world as a tiny baby, born in a
manger. The simplicity is exquisite. Take each moment to ponder
and savor the concept. The God of the universe comes to our
world for us, to be with us.
These next few weeks are for preparing our minds and our heart to
receive the blessing of God’s love. We don’t have to wait for
Christmas to begin. It starts the minute we surrender to the wonder
of God’s love that comes to us through Jesus. May this be the season where the hope seems a little more hopeful and the joy a little
more joyful. The only thing holding us back from it all may, in reality, be, well—-us. So, breathe (it is God’s first gift to us), then get
ready to receive (the life, the love, the hope—same Giver, more
gifts), then share it with someone in your life. Make a gift because
you get to not because you have to. Spend time with someone
who doesn’t need to be alone. Listen to a child or play a game with
them. Say a prayer. Serve a meal. Read the beautiful story of his
birth (Luke 2). Imagine why the angels couldn’t help but sing on
that first Christmas. It might just cause us to find a song in our
hearts too. See the majesty of a single candle lit in a manger 2000
years ago that continues to shine in the darkest places and times
all around the world. It could be the start of something wonderful,
in you (and me)! See you at the “wonder-full” place this weekend!
~jimd.
P.S.~ This weekend we will launch the Miracle weekend and
pledge opportunity to help reduce or retire the debt on Celebration
Center and the parking lot/site development at Thompson. The
card will explain ways we can give and we simply ask you to pray
about what God may want to give through you to support the
church in this way. Please start with prayer. The gift of your
prayers is the most important thing you can give. And, as you are
able, if you can give a one time gift over the next three weeks and/
or make a pledge (for a three year period) it will be very much appreciated. It will make a huge impact in the lives of people. You, as
a congregation, have always been bold in your giving and it has
made this ministry a blessing to the community. And because of
your faithfulness, real lives: our friends, families and neighbors
have had their lives forever changed by God. Stocks, bonds, insurance and other tangible property can be given as well. Some have
already made legacy gifts and others are considering how they
might remember the church in their will. Your generosity is changing lives today and will impact others in the future. God bless you
for your participation. Let’s be a part of God’s miracle!
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THE START OF SOMETHING WONDERFUL!

HEALING
PRAYER TIME

If you or someone you know
is in need of physical, emotional, or spiritual healing,
join us in the Chapel of the
Clouds on Wednesdays for a
special Healing Prayer
Time. Prayer pastors will be
available to pray with you
from 12:00 -1:00 pm and
from 5:00 - 7:00 pm.

CHRISTMAS
OFFERING

This year’s Christmas Offering goes to People in Need
(local requests) or to our
Covenant Church, Mangumo, UMC. Thank you in
advance for your generous
support. Please mark your
check payable to First UMC
with either “People in Need”
or “Mangumo” in the memo.
For your convenience, a
Christmas offering envelope
is available at the back of the
Sanctuary, and at the Welcome Center.

ADVENT
MESSAGES

So an angel appears, drops
a huge bombshell about God
visiting earth and then sits
back and watches things
unfold. It’s not just another
day in the middle east. Join
us for Hark the herald angels
sing! It’s all about a boy born
in Bethlehem. Check it out!

Poinsettia Memorials

March to the Manger

STH: Contribute w/ the Power of Prayer

You can order a poinsettia for $10
per plant (in memory or honor of a
loved one) to be displayed at our
two locations during the Christmas
season. Sign-up cards are available at the Welcome Centers.
Deadline is Tuesday, December
18th for the acknowledgement bulletin insert which will be in the December 22/23 weekend bulletin.

If you have a new baby or grandbaby born this year, it’s time to
send our office a picture with
names of baby, parents
(grandparents) and birth date for
the “March to the Manger,” December 15/16 media presentations.
Deadline is Tuesday, December
11th. We will scan the photo and
then return it, or you can send it
electronically to
beckyr@firstsayyes.com.

The Strong Tower Prayer Team is a
group of individuals committed to
praying for the children and families
of Caracol. We believe in the power
of prayer and its ability to change
lives. Each month, members will receive new prayer opportunities via
email. Joining the Strong Tower
Prayer Team is a commitment to
praying for the children and families
of Caracol. Join by signing up at the
Welcome Center and online https://
strongtowerhaiti.com/prayer-team/

HEARTBEATS
$25 Key Fobs for the Fusion Wellness Room are available for sale by contacting Tehya at the church office (8272993) or
fusionroom@firstsayyes.com.
For confidential, spiritual,
and emotional support in a 1on-1, caring relationship, contact a Stephen Minister at 6204484.
Would you like to be able to
conveniently give electronically through your smartphone
or online? YES!Give, powered
by SecureGive, is for you!
For electronic giving, please go
to https://app.securegive.com/
firstsayyes.

YEsToday
Bookstore Hours:

30 Min. before & after Weekend Svcs

CWU BLANKET
COLLECTION

Church Women United is collecting
slightly used or new blankets for
our homeless men, women, and
children. Let’s help keep these
folks warm during our winter
months. Please bring your donations to the church collection area
(cubbies in foyer) by November
30th. The blankets will be distributed by Pettis County Community
Partnership.

UMW MEETING

The United Methodist Women will
meet December 11 in the First
Family Room at 12:15 p.m. for a
contributive salad luncheon. Pat
Kelley will have the program and
Judy Reed will have the Prayer
Calendar. If questions, please call
Patsy Harrison, 827-0193.

RIGHT NOW MEDIA

OUR KID’S
CHRISTMAS CHOIR
The Children’s Choir will be sharing
some Christmas Songs during the
9:45 a.m. Service on Sunday, December 16th. Come and be
blessed!

KID’S MOVIE NIGHT

Children’s Ministry and Common
Grounds will be presenting a Movie
Night featuring The Star for children
1st-5th Grade on Friday, December
14th starting at 6 p.m. in our Eyesee
Theater at the Celebration Center.
The children will be making pizzas
and sugar cookies to enjoy while
watching the movie. Be sure to sign
up on the Connection Card this
weekend (bulletin insert) so that we
can know how much food fixings to
get. Any questions, please contact
Lancy Ulrich at 660-287-3496 or 660
-827-2993.

If you are interested in free access to Right Now Media, (over
20,000 Bible Studies, children’s videos, and more) please send
your name and email address to: getactive@firstsayyes.com or
please use this QR code to sign up for RightNow Media.

Leading people to an active faith in Jesus Christ.

REBOOT ALLIANCE

Do you want to do more than just thank a Veteran for his/her service? Are you
at a loss as to how you might support the first responders who experience lifealtering trauma? Come to the Celebration Center to see short film clips and
hear a personal story about the life-saving programs of REBOOT Alliance. We
promise we won't ask you for money or to sign up for anything. Simply sit in an
easy chair and learn how we can help local veterans and first responders who
are suffering from PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome) by providing
classes. Come from 9:00-10:00 on one of the Saturdays, Dec. 1 or 8. Enjoy
homemade coffee cake and coffee while you learn about the life-saving goals
and successes of REBOOT Alliance. Pray, brainstorm, and search for possible
leaders to make this mission a reality. Bring friends who might be interested.

WOMEN’S 4-WEEK BIBLE STUDY

Ladies, Come be part of a 4 week study that will take place the first 2 Wednesdays of December and wrap up the first two Wednesdays of January (Dec. 5 &
12 and Jan. 2 & 9). It is offered 2 times each Wednesday (9:30-11 am, and 67:30 pm) in the Gathering Place. Led by Tammy Martin and Candace Fowler,
we invite you to join us. Questions: 660.890.4849.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Koenig, Kate
2175 W. Country Club Dr.
Sedalia, MO 65301
660-221-2088

Werneke, Randy
512 N. Broadway St.
Houstonia, MO 65333
660-596-3891

Cramer, Jimmy & Cindy
1100 S. Moniteau
Sedalia, MO 65301
660-287-1627

WE CELEBRATE THE DAY YOU WERE BORN
If your birthday is not listed, please let us know so it can be added!

Timothy Lockard, Mike Mugg, Brandon Martin, Jordan Cairer, Carma Messerli,
Bailey Smith, Nick Bailey, Liz Rooks, Lisa Woolery, Genevieve Gilgour, Cheryl
Hibbard, Joshua Hibbard, Annie Howe, Janis Ragar, Keith Buescher, Taylor
Maze, Mary Alice Hinshaw, Alice Fairfax, Linda Mayes, Mike Davidson, Shelly
Graf, Mindy Ruckman, Lisa Flores, James Morrow, Travis VanDorn, Rance
Walters, Jason Thompson, Ashley Peck, Lauryn Caldwell, Lisa Jo Thompson,
Toby Pierce, Samantha Melby, Dean Stephens, Pastor Jim Downing, Megan
Yonker, Kelly Schilb, Amy Jackson, Christina Doogs, Keith Riesberg, Karla
Melton, Clenita Montgomery, Mona Wells, Chris McMannama, Frances Johnson, Peter Stephens, Jr., Hannah Funk, Randy Sunday, Tyler Shepard, Emma
Shelledy, Lauren Grupe, Reid Harrison, Amy Dunkin, James Finley, Paul
Horne, Susan Bybee, Mike Green, Aiden Palmer, Tina Walters, Kevin Funk,
Lexi Estrada, Lulu Durant, Irene Renauld, Kristen Alexander, Kendra Arnett,
Beverly Rice, Mark Schondelmaier, Taylor Allen, Steve McKelvey, Staci Cooper, Jonathan Eaton, Sarah Martin, Tyler Gerken, Joe Siercks, Evan O’Shea,
Garry Brashear, Will Reed, Bradyn Baker, Kathy Cox, Piper Gerlach

FIRST STEPS
November 17-18, 2018
Sunday School
Worship

111
641

November 24-25, 2018
Sunday School
Worship

78
600

We report
finances monthly.

Our Family
OUR PRAYERS FOR:
Darlene & Virgil Burgess, Kenneth Burgess, Jacob Gerken,
Annabell Hackman, Glenda
Horne, Kristina Johns, Steve
Goldsmith, Cansata Arnold,
Jim Richwine, Dana Gillig,
Virginia Davis, Judy Thomas,
Jeff Zullig, Donna Raines,
Tara Wolfe, Strong Tower
Haiti, & our covenant
churches in Mozambique
Our hearts go out in Christian
love and sympathy to the family and friends of Mildred
Bell due to her death on November 10, 2018.

INCLEMENT
WEATHER POLICY

We will ALWAYS have our
worship services, and they
will NEVER be cancelled.
But we ask that you use your
very best judgment in getting
out during challenging
weather. During the week, if
Sedalia schools are cancelled due to weather, then
we cancel our activities for
that evening.

Common Grounds
Café
Open Tuesdays
10:00 a.m. to 12:00
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Celebration Center, 1701 W. 32nd St
Worship //Saturday 5:30pm //Sunday 8:35am
9:45am // 11:00am // & 12:30pm
Listen on the Radio at 1490AM Sundays 10:05am or on our
Website at www.firstsayyes.com (messages)
Email us at email@firstsayyes.com Phone // 660.827.2993
First United Methodist Church - Celebration Center
@firstsayyessedalia

MASTERPIECE CHRISTMAS ADVENTURE
Our Masterpiece (older adult ministry) will be traveling to Overland Park,
KS for Christmas at Resurrection 2018 on Saturday, Dec. 8th. $75 includes Buffet Lunch, Christmas Production, and Charter Bus Transportation. The bus leaves from the Celebration Center at 9 a.m. Deadline for
sign-up and $75 payment in the church office is Monday, November 30th.

NIGHT OF WORSHIP
Prayer and Praise Christmas

Come Sunday evening, December 9 at 6:00 pm to
the Celebration Center for a time of Prayer and
Praise as we celebrate Immanuel, God with us,
and seek Him with our whole heart. And he will
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6

